














 

Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies: Over Fall Break University College Academic Advisors 
Hannah King, Chonda White and Leisha Carr attended the National Academic Advising 
Association (NACADA) National Conference at the Opryland Hotel Convention Center. 
�7�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�·�V���W�K�H�P�H���Z�D�V���W�L�W�O�H�G���´�(�P�S�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���W�R���:�U�L�W�H���7�K�H�L�U���6�R�Q�J�V���R�I���6�X�F�F�H�V�V���µ���$�V��
always, this was a wonderful professional development experience to learn more about the 
advising profession with topics related to: Counseling, Psychology, Administration, Spiritual-
ity,  Retention,  Empowerment and Career 
Counseling, to name a few. It was also a 
great time to network with advisors from 
all over the world. Overall, it was a great 
conference and we took away an abun-
dance of helpful information to better 
help our students! 
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 University Experience: On October 30, University Experience Part-time Instruc-
tor, Chonda White, and University Experience Peer Mentor, Amber Turner, 
took their Navitas University Experience: UC 175 class on an experiential learn-
ing visit to Lost River Cave in Bowling Green. One of the goals of University 
Experience is to teach students how to become a successful college student in 
and out of the classroom. With that, comes an understanding of the community 
in which we live. Given the majority of these International Students arrived in 
the United States only three months prior, an educational learning experience 
related to the Western Kentucky area was rather fitting. In addition to a boat 
tour of the cave and river, the students also took a tour of the Bird to the Wet-
land exhibit and learned how it operates in conjunction to the cave system.  



Academic Support 

Academic Support Department Hosts State Conference 

by Assoc. Prof. Paul Bush 
 

     If you had been on WKU's South Campus on Thursday and Friday of November 1-
2, you would have seen 165 new faces wandering from room to room.  Why were they 

here, you ask?  University College's Academic Support Department hosted the 2012 

Kentucky Association for Developmental Education (KADE)  
Conference. 

 
     This year's state conference was especially important because of the 2009 SB1 law 

that says by 2014 all Kentucky universities and colleges must reduce the number of 
students enrolled in developmental courses by 50 percent, and must increase the 

number of those who graduate by 3 percent annually. 

 
     To that end, WKU's conference planning committee, led by Department Head Tim 

Brotherton, focused its two most important sessions on keynote speaker Dr. Joe Cu-
seo and the CPE's Dr. Sue Cain.  Dr. Cuseo's point was that universities forget that 

they can become nationally known for more than one end of the academic spectrum--

yes, it's nice that our institutions graduate award-winning students, but why can't Ken-
tucky also be known as the state that does more for developmental students than any 

other state in the nation?  Why not focus research on ways to empower those stu-
dents who struggle the most?  The results surely would benefit all learners in the long 

run.  Dr. Cain, a developmental educator and the KADE political liaison now attached 
to Kentucky's Council on Post-Secondary Education, was here to remind us that 2014 

is not far away. 
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KADE at SkyPac 
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