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Congratulations Retirees!

Dean Sam Evans poses with the College of Education and Behavioral Sciences 2012 
retirees who include Richard Greer (Psychology), Terry Wilson (School of Teacher 
Education), Donald Nims (Counseling & Student Affairs), William “Bud” Schlinker 
(Educational Administration, Leadership & Research), and Sharon Spall (Educational 
Administration, Leadership & Research).  Additional retirees not pictured include 
Neresa Minatrea (Counseling & Student Affairs), Dan Roenker (Psychology), Joyce 
Wilder (Psychology), and Bob Smith (School of Teacher Education). 

I was very honored and excited to accept the position of 
Director of Development for the College of Education and 

Behavioral Sciences.  I share a strong connection to WKU, as I graduated from Western 
Kentucky University in 2008 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Broadcast Journalism.  
I’m also currently working toward a Master of Arts in Organizational Communication 
at WKU.  For nearly two years I have worked as an Assistant Director of Alumni 
Relations and Annual Giving where I have had the honor of getting to know and 
working with the WKU community.  I am a native of Bowling Green and currently live 
there with my husband John, who also is a 2008 WKU graduate.  

As a student, this University provided me with the knowledge and tools to 
experience and achieve great things on campus and through internship opportunities 
at Walt Disney World in Florida and Fox News Channel in New York City.  In 
joining the development team, I look forward to aligning the College’s priorities with 
our alumni and friends’ resources for the advancement of the students, faculty, and 
staff of the CEBS.  In this role I hope to help fulfill the CEBS and Dean’s mission of 
“empowering individuals to lead and serve our dynamic world” through educating our 
alumni base on ways they can enhance the lives of the students, the College, and WKU 
as a whole.  

LTC Jason T.  
Caldwell, former 
Department Head 
of WKU’s Military 
Science Department, 
has been chosen as 
Graves County High 
School’s �rst Junior 
ROTC Senior Army 
Instructor for their 
new program.  

Wes Cottongim of Cohort I
Chris Mueller of Cohort I
Kevin Thomas of Cohort I
Wesley Waddle of Cohort I
Bob Jackson of Cohort II
Linda Keller of Cohort II

Tony Kirchner of Cohort II
Benny Lile of Cohort II
Tim Gott of Cohort III

Kirk Biggerstaff of Cohort IV
Jo Shackelford of Cohort IV

Spring 2012 
Graduates 

of  the 

Educational 
Leadership 

Doctoral Program

Welcome New  
�'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���2�I�À�F�H�U 
Jessica Carver



16 The Akatim Village’s school prior to The Senase Project’s construction of a brand new building
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About the Cover
While participating in Semester at 
Sea, Sarah Hagan, class of 2011, along 
with five other students, witnessed the 
hardships of the children in the village 
of Akatim in Ghana. Moved by their 
lack of a decent education, Hagan and 
her fellow travelers decided to make 
a difference. With the creation of The 
Senase Project, they were able to give 
the children of Akatim a sturdy building 
in which they will be able to safely learn.
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