Appendix B: Parent Assent Form

INFORMED CONSENT DOCUMENT
For Parents/Guardians

Hello, my name is Tim Gott and | am the Director of the Gatton Academy of Mathematics

and Science at WKU. Your son or daughter has been selected to participate in a research project
that | am leading entitled High School Experience and College Readiness Comparison because
she or he has been identified as a high ability student. The following information describes this

project.

1.

Nature and Purpose of the Project: This research project is designed to compare similar
students from traditional high schools and students from the Gatton Academy to determine
if students from these two types of programs have similar outcomes from their high school
experience.

Explanation of Procedures: | will be meeting with groups of students and administering
two surveys on student perceptions and college readiness as well as collecting ACT scores,
PLAN scores, and grade point average. Upon total completion of the surveys by all
students, a follow up meeting to discuss the results with students will be conducted.

Discomfort and Risks: No anticipated physical risks will be involved. It is possible that
there may be nominal psychological stress from questions that ask about future decision-
making regarding post-secondary options.

Benefits: Students will get feedback on how they rate on a national college readiness
profile as well as receive suggestions on how to be successful at the collegiate level.

Confidentiality: All student data will be coded so that after the results are returned to
students, no identifying information for individual students will be maintained.

Refusal/Withdrawal: All participation is strictly voluntary. A student may opt out at any
time in this process with no impact on grades.

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me at tim.gott@wku.edu or 270-

307-0135.

OPT OUT option
If you would prefer that your student not participate, please sign below and return to your

student’s math classroom within five “business” days of receiving this form. You only need to
return this form if the student will be opting out.

Student Name

Parent/Guardian Name

Parent/Guardian Signature
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Appendix D: SSI report

A Student Strengths Profile
THE GATTON ACADEMY

OF MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE IN KENTUCKY A dV]:S'O]" R@IDO]"ZL

Name: GOTT, TIM ID Number: 800009387
Student Success Indices Percentile Rank
Probability of Retention 80 ¢ 20 40 @ 51

Academic Engagement ]

Probability of Academic Success 95 Academic Self-Efficacy |

Educational Commitment ]

Resiliency g |
Success Indices are based on colleges and universities with widely
varying retention rates and academic expectations. Use caution when S e l
interpreting these values at your institution. Social Comfort |
Academic Self-Efficacy Your confidence that you can achieve academically and succeed in college
99 - High What's Next?

Your responses suggest that you are very confidentin your ~ « Continue to challenge yourself to set high performance goals.
ability to be a successful college student. You believe that

you can attain a high grade point average in required

courses as well as perform well in your major. Having high

confidence in your academic abilities is a valuable asset * If your performance falls short of your expectations talk with

and will support your efforts to be successful in college your counselor or teachers about the outcome.

and beyond.

Resiliency Your approach to challenging situations and stressfid events
90 - High What's Next?

Your responses suggest that you have a relaxed and * Find leadership opportunities to further enhance your problem

positive approach to managing challenging situations. You solving or organizational skills.

probably possess a range of effective coping strategies and
you do not generally overreact to problems. Students with

high scores such as yours are effective problem solvers ¢ Expand your coping strategies, for example a new exercise

and are not easily derailed in obtaining their goals. program or music lessons.

Academic Engagement Your commitment to school work and the value you place on academics
77 - High What's Next?

Your responses indicate that you take school work very * Consider volunteering to tutor other students at your school.

seriously. You are conscientious and responsible about

completing your assignments and attending classes. Strong

academic performance is important to you. If you ever

experience any trouble with coursework or completing = Talk with your teachers about getting involved in research or
work on time talk with your professors or advisors to get service projects.

back on track.
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Social Comfort Your comfort in social situations and ability to communicate with others

76 - High What's Next?
Your responses suggest that you are comfortable around  Seek leadership positions in groups or organizations that will
people and find socializing with others enjoyable. You may further build your skills.

find it easy working in groups. These skills serve you well

as you are able to build connections and a social network

to support your educational goals. You may consider « Explore people oriented roles on campus.
activities that take advantage of your social skills such as

leadership positions on campus.

Campus Engagement Your involvement in campus activities and your connection to your school

73 - Moderate What's Next?

.

Your responses suggest that you value becoming involved Contact theguidance office to learn about the many groups and
in campus activities. You may enjoy participating in organizations at your school.

campus clubs or volunteer activities. Campus involvement

offers many benefits - both now and as you apply for jobs

in a few years. Consider getting involved by researching e Talk with your teachers about academic or professional

opportunities your campus has to offer. organizations in your field of study.

Educational Commitment Your dedication to obtaining a college degree
65 - Moderate What's Next?

Your responses indicate that you are moderately = Talk with your counselor to identify potential occupations for
committed to the goal of attaining a college degree. You individuals with a college degree.

believe college is somewhat important for your future and
that a college degree might further your career goals.

Speak with your teachers or individuals in your field(s) of interest
about the value of a college education.

Next Steps
Use Your Strengths Personal Development Plan
=Your skills will help you achieve college and workplace Students with specific goals are more likely to attain positive outcomes.
success. Use the space below to set achievable goals.
= Find opportunities to further develop these skills and to
apply them at school and in your community. Twill....
Look for Opportunities to Improve 1

» Low scores are an opportunity for growth.

= Identify strategies to improve areas with low to
moderate scores. 2:

Identify Your Resources

» There are many resources on and off campus that can 3
help you succeed. '

» Take advantage of resources such as your academic
advisor, professors, RA, friends and family, the tutoring 4
center, recreation services, campus clubs and '
organizations, and the career center.
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Appendix E: SPS

Student Perception Survey

The following questions are intended to evaluate your overall experiences in high school. While some
questions may have a slightly different scale in wording, the format is the same:
1 is the lowest score and 5 is the highest.

1.

I enjoy attending high school.

My courses are challenging.

My classes are meaningful to me.

I get good grades in my classes.

I am involved in extracurricular
activities (sports, clubs, or service
organizations).

| am a designated leader in the
activities I do (officer, team captain,
or other titles).

I have good relationships with my
peers.

I have good relationships with my
teachers.

| have good relationships with the
administration.

10. 1 am prepared to go to college.

1 2 3 4
Never Rarely Sometimes Often
1 2 3 4
Never Rarely Sometimes Often
1 2 3 4
Never Rarely Sometimes Often
1 2 3 4
Never Rarely Sometimes Often
1 2 3 4
Never Rarely Sometimes Often
1 2 3 4
Never Rarely Sometimes Often
1 2 3 4
Strongly Disagree  Not Sure
Agree

Disagree

1 2 3 4
Strongly Disagree  Not Sure
Agree

Disagree

1 2 3 4
Strongly Disagree  Not Sure
Agree

Disagree

1 2 3 4
Strongly Disagree  Not Sure
Agree

Disagree
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5
Always

Always

Always

Always

Always

5
Always

5

Agree  Strongly

5

Agree  Strongly

5

Agree  Strongly

5

Agree  Strongly






