








Reaching Out to

Farm Women

On Tuesday, two Community Coordinators from the
Richardsville Community of Warren County. . . took
advantage of a tobacco meeting to spread the word
about The Kentucky Partnership in a most creative
way. While the husbands met in the garage, 16 farm
women filled the living room to play the game,
“Jeopardy.” Questions were generated from the
photonovels on Pesticide Safety, Safety Around
Grain Bins, Hearing Loss, and Protection from Skin
Cancer. It was an enjoyable and educational evening
as the women shared ideas and ways to improve the
health and safety of farm families. If you would like a
similar program in your local community, call The
Kentucky Partnership office.

—irom The Kentucky Partnership Newsletter

The community coordinators have used these
photonovels in many of their activities—as
kick-offs to group discussions, as textbooks
for educational programs, and as handouts at
local meetings.

Educational materials

With assistance from the Partnership staff, the
community coordinators produced a variety of
additional educational materials to promote
agricultural health and safety practices. They
creatively addressed farm safety for children
by writing and producing a 12-minute video,
“Being Safe on the Farm: A Child's View," that
portrays the adventures of three children
during an afternoon on a farm. It highlights
situations the children encounter and gives
important safety tips. Topics include grain
bins, machinery, chemical hazards, tractors,
power take-offs, animal safety, water safety,
and falls.

Continuation and expansion

Farm Safety Day Camps

As a continuing community event, the day camps are popular and well attended. Community coordina-
tors organized and produced the fifth annual Progressive Farmer™ Farm Safety Day Camp in June,
1999, at the L. D. Brown Agricultural Exposition Center in Bowling
Green, Kentucky. Local businesses and agencies from across the state
as well as from Warren County collaborated and assisted with the
event. Community coordinators organized the event, solicited sponsors
Chemical Safety and community partners, publicized the camp, and directed the safety
Fire Safety education activities. The campers rotated through educational safety
Electrical Safety sessions that included many areas of agricultural safety and health.

Water Safety
First on the Scene

Farm Safety Day Camp
sessions:

-

Farm Rescue program
The Farmedic course that was first offered by the Partnership in 1994

* Sun Sense was held in two Kentucky counties in 1998, and training sessions are
* Lawnmower Safety planned for five additional counties under farm safety grants from the
* AgrAbility Kentucky Department of Agriculture. Several agencies across the
« Spot the Hazard state collaborate with The Kentucky Partnership to provide this

- training.

Bridging the Gap
This important program is part of a pilot project of the National Action Plan on Breast Cancer. The

A ﬂummiﬁea of community coordinators also wrote and produced a
coloring and activity book designed for children ages 5-8. Featuring
rhymes and engaging illustrations, the book advises children of safe ¢

ways to have fun and avoid the hazards they might encounter on a
farm.

project uses the Internet to provide outreach to women. Five projects were funded nation-wide—in
Anchorage, San Francisco, Little Rock, Boston, and—jointly—the small rural communities of
Richardsville and Hadley, Kentucky. A full-time community health advisor plans and conducts breast
health programs and Internet training to encourage and teach women to use the Interet as an
information tool. A computer with Internet access has been installed in a country store in the Hadley
community and is staffed by volunteers willing to help women in the community who want to use the
Internet and do not otherwise have access.

Individual work continues Janniter Desmarat

A review of the Partnership’s programs shows the breadth and variety Careful Clara says to you,

of the work done by community coordinators. For example, activities of irst i
g AL ; - Put safety first in all you do.
one individual during just one year are shown below. e 4

Examples of actions taken to support the Partnership

Bridging the Gap program activities and
Internet training are regularly listed in one of

the local community publications, posted on a
television station's community calendar, and
+ Taught numerous classes on farm safety at local schools announced on local radio stations through | [l SN M 5 /%N
+ Traveled to another county to teach class on farm and animal safety public service announcements. =
+ Setup dISFHY bf::mh at Greenwood Mall, Bowling Green - "1 aE v
+ Took part in National Farm Safety Council telephone conference n addition to the country-store Internet N L
: 1:3:; E'Ii:dpisynand r::?ld I;IJasses on farm safety at Princeton’s Field Day raﬂc;:tnzgsp rﬁ?’;ﬁ e el tql:hun:;hesécwm:
artnership board meetings . er organizations to advance
: Eet up display board and helped register guests for Field Day at local farm Er:ast health education. In Bridging the
ar:?:isiin;?e?liglaf and presented demonstrations on farm safety, locally EHEEI;T;?EE?? ;; ttr;"e .Parmarih'p d -
unties da elr support an i 2
: Attandled area rn_egtmg on farm safety assistance. Rural women access health information using the
i :.u;let with local officials to Sign proclamation for National Farm Safety Week Labor D . Internet for the first time.
lanned and conducted Ladies Day with two other community coordinators or Day Recognition of Farmers

and assistance from community fire department—day included classes on
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In an effort to recognize the hard work and dedication of the farming community, the Partnership
initiated a new activity: Labor Day Recognition of Farmers. For this event, people are invited to send
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contributions to the Partnership in honor of a farmer, a loved one, or anyone else—living or de-
ceased—in recognition of their dedicated labor in agriculture. The names of the honorees appear in
the local newspaper. The event has become an important fund-raising source, an opportunity to
appreciate other people, a goodwill gesture to the community, and a way to increase the
Partnership’s visibility.

Other service and educational programs in rural settings

The Kentucky Partnership continually seeks ways to implement programs and activities based on its
mission. In an effort to reach more of the agricultural community and tap some areas that had not
been reached by previous activities of the Part-
nership, the regional coordinator sought to identify
some common gathering places where farmers
tend to congregate and where health and safety
information might be delivered. She located ten
country stores where farmers tend to meet for
lunch and work breaks. She enlisted the help of
nursing students from Western Kentucky Univer-
sity to offer free blood-pressure checks at the
stores. The farmers were offered the chance to fill
out a questionnaire about the health and safety
topics they would like to know more about, and

they were assured that information about those : s . . '
topics would be brought back for them. The A nursing student is “open for business” at her

farmers identified skin cancer, respiratory disor-  Dlood pressure display in a local store.
ders, ticks and mites, stress management, and
other topics as areas of concern to them. The nursing students prepared posters with information

about spec‘rfa:c topics and displayed them at the stores. The project is still being evaluated, but it
shows promise as a health and safety delivery opportunity.

Conclusion

Through the activities of its community leaders—on their own farms. in their local communities, and in
th!a t:{rﬂader community of The Kentucky Partnership—the organization continues to address its
mission by building on the strengths of farm women. From loaning a videotape on cattle handling
salety to be viewed by a family, to setting up exhibits on tractor safety at a school health fair, to
conducting the farm safety sessions of a 4-H "Ag in the Classroom” Day, The Kentucky Partnership

::antinuels‘t-::r de*.lrelnp and implement local action plans to link farm women, their families, and their
communities to improve the health and safety of Kentucky's farm families.
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own community-based grassroots organization. Topics include getting started, assessing the needs
of the community, finding community partners, achieving not-for-profit status, and sustaining the
organization.

The Kentucky Partnership for Farm Family Health & Safety, Inc. (1999). Photonovels: Tools for
Community Learning. Bowling Green (KY): The Kentucky Partnership for Farm Family Health & Safety,
Inc.
This publication explains what photonovels are, why they can be useful, who should write them, how to
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Publications and educational materials produced by The Kentucky Partnership:

Photonovels
Farming & Hearing Loss
Pesticide Safety
Froper Lifting
Protection from Skin Cancer
Safe Tractor Operation
Safety Around Grain Bins
Stress and Stress Management

Modules—The Kentucky Partnership shares its experience:
Module I: Mobilizing the Community to Form and Sustain a Grassroots Organization
Module Il: Photonovels: Tools for Community Learning
Module Ill: Developing Local Action Plans
Module IV: Evaluating the Program of a Community Grassroots Organization
Coloring/Activity book
Video: Being Safe on the Farm: A Child’s View
Newsletter

For information about obtaining Partnership materials contact:
The Kentucky Partnership for Farm Family Health & Safety, Inc.
P.O. Box 8266
1 Big Red Way
Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101-3576



