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Administrative History: The Southern Normal School began when A. W. Mell and J. Tom Williams moved the
Glasgow Normal School to Bowling Green and established the Southern Normal School and Business College in
1884. Chartered in 1886, the name was shortened to Southern Normal School.

In the summer of 1890, Mell and Williams turned control of the school over to alum H. A. Evans and W. J.
Davis. At the end of the fall term, J. R. Alexander and H. McD. Fletcher took over the school. Fletcher left in
1891 and Alexander in 1892.

In the fall of 1892, Henry Hardin Cherry and Thomas Crittenden Cherry opened the Bowling Green Business
College and Literary Institute. Although the school was newly incorporated May 31, 1893, the Cherry brothers
regarded it as the direct successor to the Mell and Williams school. With the addition of a teacher training
department in 1894, the school became known as the Southern Normal School and Bowling Green Business
College.

Thomas Cherry sold his interest to Henry Hardin Cherry in 1899, although he returned as a teacher from 1902
to 1905. On July 21, 1899, the Southern Educational Building Company was incorporated to expand and
modernize the school's facilities. Shortly after, on November 16, 1899, a fire destroyed the Southern Normal
School building. The new building was completed in 1901 and was home to the Southern Normal School until
1911, when the school moved to "the Hill."

After a campaign to obtain state support for teacher training institutions, Western Kentucky State Normal
School was established by legislation signed on March 21, 1906. On May 7, 1906, a commission appointed by
Governor Beckham voted to locate the school in Bowling Green, and it became successor to the student body
of the Southern Normal School, with H. H. Cherry as president. The business school portion renamed Bowling
Green Business University in 1904 was sold off July 1, 1907 to Joseph S. Dickey, W. S. Ashby and J. Lewie
Harman.

Description: Records created by and about the Southern Normal School Board of Directors. Series includes
certificates of incorporation, meeting minutes, financial records, construction records, contracts,

correspondence and scrapbooks.
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Records created by and about the Southern Normal School Board of Directors. Series includes certificates of incorporation,
meeting minutes, financial records, construction records, contracts, correspondence and scrapbooks.

Scope & Content

Container List
Container Folder Creator Date Title

Box 1 1 Southern Normal School 1899; 1900; 1904 Certificates of Incorporation

Description  Articles of Incorporation
Kentucky. Secretary of State.
Wright & McElroy Attorneys

Box 1 2 Southern Normal School 1899-1906 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
Description 1899 - D7434 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/8743 Subjects  Education
1900 - D7435 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/8742 Meetings
1901 - D7436 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/8741 Real estate business
1903 - D7437 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/8740 Real property
1904 - D7438 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/8739 Construction

1905 - D7439 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/8738
1906 - D7440 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/8737

Box 1 3-5 Southern Normal School 1899 Financial Records
Description  Robert Cleveland donation Subjects  Education
Bob Westerman donation Stock certificates
Money

Currency created by the Southern Normal School
Potter, J.Whit
Williams, Sarah

Box 1 6-8 Southern Normal School 1900-1901 Construction Records

Description ~ Baber, J.A. Subjects Education
Donnelly & Allison
Roemer Brothers
Smith, C.H.
Stocks
Vanmeter, C.J.
Vanmeter Hall (SNS)


https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/8743
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/8742
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Box 1

Description

Box 1

Description

Box 1

Description

Box 1

Description

Box 1

Description

10 Southern Normal School nd; 1884-1903

UA1998-32 Beth Brickell

After the Ball

Bowling Green Business College & Literary Institute
Ledger sheet

Southern Normal School

9 Southern Normal School 1902; 1904
Cherry, Henry
Staten, M.F.

12 Southern Normal School 1890

Scrapbook 6 1/2" x 8" in Composition notebook with 1890 label on spine. Inscription: Specimens of stationery Subjects
used by the Southern Normal School and Business College while H.H. Cherry had charge of the commercial

Dept.

D7410 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/8724/

Also contains samples of documents and publications from other schools:

Bellewood Female Seminary & Kentucky Presbyterian Normal School (Anchorage, Ky.)
Canada Business College (Hamilton, Ontario, Canada)

Cedar Rapids Business College (Cedar Rapids, la.)

Central Business College

Central University (Richmond, Ky.)

Hellmuth College (London, Ontario, Canada)

National Normal University (Lebanon, Oh.)

Northern Indiana Commercial College (Valparaiso, Ind.)

11 Southern Normal School nd; 1884-1903
UA1982-? Vera Dooley
UA2007-154 William Canon

Bowling Green Buisness College

Cherry, Henry

International School of Telegraphy (Louisville, Ky.)

MacCormac Correspondence School (Chicago, Ill.)

National school of Telegraphy, Civil Service, Rail Roading & Express
Smith, W.G.

Southern Normal School

Staten, M.F.

Westbrook, Lula

13-18 Southern Normal School 1900

Scrapbook 8 1/2 x 14 in Ledger book with 1900 label on spine. Index at front is reproduced online at:

https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/disc_ua_fin_aid/283/
Scrapbook D7422 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua records/8736

Accounting
Alexander, James
Alumni Association
Ashby, W.S.
Cherry, Bess

Letterhead
Subjects  Letterheads
Stationery
Envelopes
Business & finance
Contracts
Subjects  Contracts
Education
Scrapbook
Stationery
Checks
Money
Correspondence
Subjects Correspondence
Envelopes
Scrapbook
Subjects  Scrapbooks

Business & finance


https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/8724/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_fin_aid/283/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/8736

Box 1

Description

OS Box 117

Description

Cherry, Henry

Commencement

Dickey, J.S.

Harman, J. Lewie

Mammoth Cave

Mell, A.W.

Reservoir Park, Bowling Green, KY
Third Kentucky Regiment

19 Southern Normal School

1901- Scrapbook

Portion of a scrapbook 7 1/2" x 12" the cover has been removed, 38 pages remaining. Clippings regarding
lectures, commencement exercises, steamboat excursions and faculty members. Marriage announcement of

Leslie Cary and Lula Gray.

D7409 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/8725

Baber, J.A.
Brown, Francis
Bryan, William Jennings
Burke, John
Cary, Leslie
Cary, Lula Gray
Chapel

Cherry, Henry
Commencement
DuBose, John
Excursions
Lectures

Southern Normal School
Ledger #9

A.B. Dick & Company
Abernathy, Guy
Adams, Rosie
Alexander, C.S.
Alexander, J.R.
Alexander, L.F.
Alexander, Mildred
Allamance, Martha
Allen, H.G.

Allen, S.W.
Almond, V.L.
Ammerman, Mary
Anderson, Dorris
Anderson, Grace
Anderson, Ida
Anderson, Oscar
Armes, Lizzie
Armstrong, Genie
Arnold, Fannie
Arrismith, C.C.
Ashby, Ossie
Ashby, W.S.
Atchison, Charles
Aton, W.M.

Atwell, Robert
Austin, Walter
Babin, R.C.
Bailey, C.W.

1905 Financial Records

Subjects  Business & finance


https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/8725

Bailey, J.H.
Bruner, E.L.
Bailey, Katisie
Bailey, Pauline
Baker, Agnes
Baker, Albert
Baker, Ella
Baker, J.H.
Baker, R.L.
Ballance, John A.
Ballington, S.J.
Balzarette, Bazaine
Banks, Calvin
Bardeen, C.W.
Barker, John
Barnes, G.C.
Barnes, H.C.
Barnes, Marguerite
Barnes, Ole
Barnes, Oscar
Barnes, Vigo
Bates, W.H.
Bacon, Overton
Bean, Alva
Bennett, W.L.
Berry, Ora
Betherlot, Henry
Biggerstaff, H.L.
Blackershby, J.F.
Blankenship, D.R.
Blankenship, W.H.
Bobbs-Merrill Company
Bodine, Claude
Brown & Bowlet
Bondurant, W.M.
Bowling Green News
Bowling Green Street Car Company
Bowling, Bertie
Boyard, M.W.
Braswell, J.S.
Bratcher, I.H.
Brewer, Lewella
Bradford, Guy
Bridwell, Nora
Brink, Mayone
Britton, T.L.
Brown, Ella
Brown, Garfield
Brown, Pernie
Browning, Grace
Bruer, Bufie
Bruff, Ettie
Bryant, M.M.
Buchanan, C.B.
Burner, E.L.
Burnette, A.R.
Burrus, R.D.
Bussell, Zilla
Butt, Jesse
Byers, John
Callahan, Pearl
Calvert, C.L.
Campbell, D.B.
Cann, ?



Capshew, Jennie
Carlo, John
Carpenter, Flaura
Carr's Livery Stable
Carter, Elsie
Carter, J. Will
Carter, Mabel
Cartwright, O.N.
Cary, Mary
Cassady, ?
Caxton Company
Commission
Cayton, J.L.
Cumminger, H.D.
Chamberlin, H.P.
Callens, I.R.
Chamberlin, Pearl
Chandler, Catta
Chandler, Lelia
Cherry, Bess
Cherry, Eunice
Cherry, Henry
Cherry, T.C.
Childress, Clifton
Christian, Mabel
Church & Charity
Clark, Tom
Clarke, Robert
Clayton, Annie
Cline, C.E.
Cloys, O.C.

Coal

Cole, Allie
Coleman, J.H.
Coleman, W.B.
College Library Fund
Collins, Mrs. M.F.
Colson, D.Y.
Com. Job Printing
Combest, Emma
Combs, C.M.
Comer, Mort
Connell, D.L.
Connell, G.M.
Coffer, J.F.
Conty, J.A.
Cooper, Ewing
Cooper, F.E.
Corbit, Herschel
Cossler, James
Cox, G.N.

Cox, M.J.

Cox, R.P.
Chemistry
Crabb, Alfred
Crabtree, Henry
Collins, Herman
Crabtree, Louie
Crabtree, Ora
Crabtree, Verda
Crady, Alice
Crafton, Oscar
Craycroft, Estelle
Creel, J.H.



Crockett, Walter
Cromby, T.
Crow, Edith
Crunch, Fred
Cundiff, Henry
Curlee, C.H.
Collins, H.H.
Curry, E.H.
Creel, Ed

Curry, J.J.
Cuthbertson, James
Dalton, B.F.
Dalton, B.T.
Darbro, Elizabeth
David, Maude
Davis, A.C.
Dauvis, F.E.
Davis, L.L.
Davis, P.M.
Davis, J.G.
Davis, Raymond
Deaver, Marie
Delaney, Mary
Depp, Lillie
Depp, Nettie
Desha, C.
Dickinson, Sallie
Dickson, Cecil
Ditto, G.C.
Dohivey, Ella
Donham, Kate
Donnely, A.D.
Dorsey, J.T.
Dotson, T.J.
Downey, Mamie
Doyle, Stella
Drake, C.M.
Drake, J. Richard
Drake, Mrs. C.M.
Drewry, Homer
Drewry, Horace
Duley, Bettie
Duncan, B.W.
Duncan, Hattie
Duval, G.K.
Duvall, Regnal
Dye, C.E.

Dye, Laura
Eades, h.D.
Edwards, R.A.
Egner, H.H.
Edmunds, J.B.
Electricity

Ellis, E.H.

Ellis, Jesse

Ellis, Minnie
Elizey, Dewitt
Elocution Department
Emberton, R.B.
Embry, W.M.
Epperson, Frances
Estill, Sidney
Evereth, G.E.
Everett, Minnie



Everett, Roy
Farabough, George
Farrar, J.H.
Ferguson, F.W.
Faughn, H.T.
Faugnder, J.L.
Faull, Barton
Faust, G.C.
Fayne, Josephine
Felix, Mamie
Felix, T.W.

Felts, Ada

Fields, T.A.
Finley, J.R.
Finney, Jessie
Fisher, Lucy
Fleming Hardware Store
Fletcher, Robert
Ford, Salem
Forkum, Walter
Fraim, G.B.
Fraim, T.C.
Franklin Engineering Company
Franklin Printing Company
Franklin, Claude
Franklin, Floyd
Franklin, Fred
Franklin, G.T.
Freeman, M.K.
Frisbie Hall

Fruit, S.T.
Fulkerson, Cecil
Fuqua, Herman
Furnall, E.G.
Gaines, W.L.
Galloway, Helen
Garrett, Marvin
Garvin, Will

Gas

Gaulin, G.E.
Gevedon, Mathew
Gianes, Robert
Gibbs, Annie
Gilliand, H.C.
Ginn & Company
Glenn, Tracy
Godbold, Hugh
Goodwin, C.E.
Goodwin, O.
Gordon, Charles
Graham, A.D.
Graves, Nora
Gray, J.B.

Green, C.C.
Green, D.B.
Green, Laura
Green, Robert
Gregg Publishing Company
Grider, S.E.
Griffith, G.U.
Groves, J.J.
Grundy, Pryce
Guffey, H.G.
Guffey, Logan



Guill, T.E.
Guilliams, J.M.
Gunter, E.R.
Guy, Minnie
Guy, R.E.
Gwaltney, T.E.
Hagan, Eva
Hall, E.J.
Halsell, Norman
Hannah, Belva
Hannah, James
Happy, Nannie
Hardcastle, C.M.
Hardy, Carolyn
Hardy, Clyde
Harmon, F.A.
Harmon, J.Lewie
Harper, ?
Harper, Mary
Harrison, E.L.
Hatter, Fannie
Hawkins, Herbert
Hawkins, Susan
Hay, W.W.
Haynes, Mary
Hays, Duke
Hays, H.C.
Hays, Thomas
Head, R.D.
Hebert, Edward
Hendley, Pearl
Hendy, H.D.
Henon, Lucy
Henon, Mary
Henry, H.D.
Herring, Ella
Heyback, Bush & Company
Hicks, Elizabeth
Hicks, Nannie
Higgason, Ashby
Hildebrand, Jim
Hill, Ed

Hines, T.W.
Hinkle, J.W.
Hinton, J.M.
Hobson, Mary
Holdom, lla
Holeman, Luci
Holman, ?
Holman, Clara
Holman, Pearl
Hooper, A.O.
Horne, Daisy
Houk, Maude
Howard, E.S.
Hubard, J.L.
Hendricks, W.H.
Hale, B.N.
Hudson, Leotie
Hullett, Calvin
Hume, Lee
Humphrey, Viva
Hundley, A.N.
Hunt, J.W.



Hunt, Leslie
Hunt, Zana
Hunton, Della
Hurst, Evans
Hutown, Melvin
Imperial Manufacturing Company
Jackson, Dollie
Jackson, J.H.
Jackson, Luther
James, Maude
Jameson, H.M.
Jenkins, Bessie
Jenkins, Pearl
Jenkins, Urie
Jennings, Lee
Johns, J.B.
Johnson, Clyde
Johnson, Mary
Johnson, Sallie
Joiner, Robert
Jones, B.L.
Jones, D.L.
Jones, J.A.
Jones, Jacob
Jones, K.A.
Jones, Laura
Karr, Fannie
Kavanaugh, Lon
Kees, Clarence
Kelley, Clara
Kelley, James H.
Kellogg Hardware Company
Kelsoe, Edna
Kemp, Rosa
Kennerly, J.C.
Kenneth, Sam
Kentucky Lithograph Company
Kers, J.C.
Kessler, ?
Kidwell, Eva
Kimmel, E.M.
Kirby, Clara
Kister, Frank
Kittenger, Florence
Kollorohs, J.L.
Kuntz, Rev.
Kuykendall, Floyd
Laboratory
Ladgitt, C.L.
Laffoon, Leslie
Landrum, Mattie
Langston, J.N.
Larimore, S.V.
Larkin, W.E.
Latham, L.C.
Lattern, Maude
Law Books

Law, Bessie
Law, Mollie

Law, Nola

Law, W.B.
Lawshe, Fred
Lawson, D.M.
Lawson, Marguerite



Lecture Course
Lester, J.D.
Lewis, J.L.
Lewis, Margaret
Library Fund
Lillsbury, K.
Little, Earl

Live Stock
Lively, J.C.
Lively, Thad
Logan, Thomas
Long, B.H.
Lovelace, L.S.
Lunsford, E.M.
Lyne, T.J.
Macmillan Company
Macy, Burton
Madison, Betsy
Madison, Letitia
Madison, Mabyn
Magee, Florence
Magee, Myer
Magraw, R.A.
Maier, Frank
Mammoth Cave
Mansfield, W.E.
Martin, Bessie
Martin, Dora
Martin, Herbert
Martin, Maymie
Martin, S.S.
Martin, Stu
Mason, Carrol
Mason, J.A.
Matlock, Carl
Mauney, Mae
Maverick & Wissinger
Mays, E.L.
McClanahan, J.C.
McClelland, Effie
McCorcle, Hal
McCrocklin, J.C.
McDowell, L.C.
McaGill, ?
McKenzie, ?
McKnight, Nelson
McLean, Mattie
McMillan Company
McNamara, Pat
McPherson, Fanie
McRea, R.M.
Means, Cora
Mercer, J.0O.
Meredith, Etta
Michael, P.H.
Milby, W.F.
Miles, H.L.
Miller, Annie
Miller, Charles
Miller, Lewella
Miller, Marielie
Miller, Maude
Miller, Vernon
Miller, William



Mills, Verna
Mohon, Annie
Mohon, Eula
Monraet, Conrad
Monroe, L.W.
Moody, E.B.
Moore, H.T.
Moore, Jack
Moreland, T.H.
Morgan, A.L.
Morgan, Nina
Morgan, Roy
Morris, Albert
Morris, C.C.
Morris, Roy
Morse, J.D.

Moss, J. McKenzie
Muffet, Frankie
Murphy, Cora
Nahm & Company
Nall, J.B.

Napier, C.W.
Neff, J.F.

Neff, J.R.

New, Victoria
Newsom, N.C.
Newspaper Ads
Newspaper Scholarship
Nixon, C.D.
Nuckols, Lelia
Nugent, Charles
Nunez, Martin
O'Dell, Daisy
O'Leary, Mary
Oliver, T.W.
Padgitt, C.L.
Page, Kate

Page, Myrtie
Page, Roy
Palmer, Verta
Parish, H.V.

Park, Claude
Parrish, Mrs. H.V.
Patten, Maude
Patterson & Patterson
Patterson, Jimmie
Perdue, B.M.
Perterson, Roxie
Phelps, C.V.
Phelps, J.P.
Phelps, M.P.
Phillips, W.T.
Physics

Piano Rent
Pillsbury, Agatha
Pirtle, Sarah
Pitte, M.G.

Porter, V.E.
Postal Telegraph Company
Potter, E.B.
Potter, Matlock & Company
Pressing Club
Price, Effie

Price, J.M.



Price, W.C.
Prichard, Charles
Pritchard, Matt
Proctor, W.E.
Pursley, R.S.
Purvis, J.A.
Rabold, J.A.
Ragon, T.M.
Ramey, J.C.
Ramey, R.C.
Rand McNally Company
Randolph, Bertie
Raulins, J.R.

Ray, Nellie

Ray, R.E.
Readhmer, T.C.
Real Estate
Reese, Emma
Reisfeld, Sam
Rent collected on law books
Reyenga, Tjeerd
Reynolds, Wayne
Richardson, Edgar
Riggs, Joe

Riley, Katherine
Roberts, Margaret
Robertson, I.W.
Robertson, T.M.
Robey, B.L.
Robey, L.B.
Robey, Willie
Rodes, Jno. B.
Roemer Brothers
Roemer, J.C.
Rogers, Elizabeth
Ronssell, Wallace
Room rent

Rowe, Lennie
Royle, ?

Runner, Carrie
Russell, Dora
Russell, Vera
Rutherford, Effie
Sadler, Nell
Salassi, Leonce
Sammons, McClellan
Sammons, Perry
Sanbach, G.E.
Sanders, Walter
Sandidge, C.C.
Scholarship
Scott, Hattie
Sellards, Sadie
Settle, Mrs. Marshall
Shanahan, A.S.
Shanahan, Anna
Shanahan, Goldie
Sharp, Alice
Sharp, John
Shelton, Ed
Sherry, Cora
Sherry, Maggie
Sherry, Nannie
Shircliff, J.D.



Shultz, John

Sigler, E.A.
Simpson, Kelley
Sims, George

Sisk, W.L.

Sisson, Roscoe
Skeen, H.L.

Skiles, F.W.

Sledge, G.C.
Smaple, S.G.

Smith, E.W.

Smith, Eple

Smith, G.M.

Smith, George
Smith, Grover
Smith, Howell
Smith, idell

Smith, J.E.

Smith, Jayne

Smith, S.M.

Snider, E.G.C.
Snider, Hiner

Snor, Dave
Southern Education Building Company
Southern School Journal
Spalding, Ferd
Spears, B.S.
Stamps

Stanley, Ethel

Starr, Mary

Staten, M.F.

Staten, Porter
Sterrett, Ben
Stevens, Orpha
Stevenson, Jessie
Stevenson, P.W.
Stewart, A.T.
Stewart, O.R.
Stewart, T.A.

Stout, ?

Stratton, J. Wade
Stringer, Willie
Students who borrow from deposits
Sturgeon, Gertrude
Sultz, H.C.
Sumpter, E.B.
Sutzer, Albert
Sweeney, ?

T.J. Smith & Company
Taggert, R.C.
Tanner, J.F.
Tanner, S.E.
Tanner, W.O.B.
Tatum, Bethel
Taylor, A..

Taylor, David
Taylor, Ethel

Taylor, Mercedes
Taylor, Rollin
Telegraph Company
Temple, Ed
Temple, Rebecca
The Bowling Green News
The Home Telephone Company



Thomas, |.B.
Thomas, R.A.
Thomas, R.B.
Thomas, V.C.
Thompson, Alice
Thompson, G.C.
Thompson, L.O.
Thornberry, Mary
Tilford, Ruth
Tilfore Mattie
Times Journal
Tinsley Engineering Company
Tinsley Moyer Engineering Company
Townes, Henry
Traveling

Turner, Ethel
Tyler, Edward
Utley, J.E.

Van Arsdale, Mary
Vanmeter Hall (SNS)
Vantrot, H.G.
Vinson, Guy
Virginia Dalla
Williams, J.B.
Western Union Telegraph Company
Wilson's Drug Store
Wood

Weller, Parthena
Water

Wade, L.B.
Walker, Leslie
Ward, j.F.

Wae, Avery
Walker, M.T.
Whittington, R.M.
Williams, H. Fred
Weaver, L.M.
Whitehad, Guy
Willis, L.L.
Watson, L.P.
Watson, A.L.
Willis, Doyle
White, W.P.
Walker, Marvin
Wright, J.E.
White, E.H.
Watson, T.G.
West, R.W.
Webb, J.S.
Wynne, Ellen
Weems, Livona
Withers, Ellen
Wise, Mattie
Wheatley, Mary
Wyatt, May
Walker, Anna
Wilkie, Mande
Williams, E.D.
Young, Shepherd
Yates, Arnet
Yates, Otway
Young, G.W.
Yates, Thomas
Yarber, J.H.



Young, Nora
Young, Bertha

OS Box 118 Southern Normal School 1905-1907

Description  Ledger Book 10

OS Boxes 42-45 Southern Normal School 1896-1897,
1902-1905

Description  Four double-entry accounting ledgers #2, 3, 7 and 8. Each has an alphabetical index at the beginning.

Entries for faculty, staff, students and companies that the school did business with.

Alexander, James
Ashby, W.S.
Cherry, Henry
Cherry, Thomas
Dickey, J.S.
Harman, J. Lewie

Financial Records

Subjects  Business & finance

Financial Records



