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First Underground Photograph Taken in America

Wm. Gross Magee
1

1 Department of Journalism and Mass Communications, Murray State University

Abstract
The presentation covers the work of Charles Waldack in Mammoth Cave. Waldack took the 
fi rst underground photographs in America. He was the pioneer of using magnesium as a light 
source for cave photography. It explores the who, why, when, where and how of his images in 
the cave. It covers the recreation of his stereo views in the cave showing the same views taken 
nearly 150 years apart.

Mammoth Cave National Park's 10th Research Symposium:  
Celebrating the Diversity of Research in the Mammoth Cave Region
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