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It has often been stated by elders within a community that the basis for their
academic careers was the three R’s: “reading, riting, and rithmetic.” They claim that
these were the basic content areas covered and most people upon hearing this laugh and
think about how this shows their age. Many would be surprised, and even ashamed, to
realize that in today’s global society of scientific and technological advances these are
still the core content areas covered in present day elementary classrooms.

Because of the emphasis that most teachers and school administrators place on
math and reading, little time is devoted to other vital subjects such as science and social
students. In the experience of the observer these content areas are generally only covered
when time permits. Some teachers who have a particular affinity for a given subject area
may be more conscious of covering it on a regular basis. And such subjects are definitely
covered in years that standardized testing occurs. And they are often covered if a teacher
has a particular interest in the topic area. Therefore, students in today’s classrooms are
not receiving the social studies and science content knowledge and skills that they need to
compete in an ever increasingly global society.

LAccording to the National Assessment of Educational Progress

(NAEP) report Mullis, Owen, and Phillips state that “. . . only small

proportions of students appear to develop specialized knowledge needed
to address science-based problems, and the pattern of falling behind
study key topics and ideas in core subjects made higher scores on the
NAERP tests of achievement. Further, students who reported an early start

in studying core subjects, through substantial exposure to these content
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areas in elementary school, tended to perform better in the NAEP surveys.

(Patrick, 1991, p.1) .
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