











WORK AND WORSHIP AMONG THE SHAKERS

In the mid-1700s, a small group of English Quakers left
the Quaker church to form the United Society of Believers
in Christ’'s Second Appearing. Because singing and
dancing were so important to their worship service, the
Believers were called “Shaking Quakers” or “Shakers.”

The Shakers believed in peace and perfection. They lived
in small villages, sharing property and work. Throughout
the 1800s, American Shakers in 24 communities farmed
the land and produced and sold garden seeds, herbs,
food products, furniture, and utensils.

From April 16 through June 2, you can see photographs
of Shaker buildings and objects by visiting the exhibit
“Inner Light” at the Kentucky Museum. To learn about
the Shakers before you visit the exhibit, read on!
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“The Whirling Gift,” an 1848 drawing
showing a Shaker worship service. One
dancer has fainted from the excitement
of her religious experience. From TWO
YEARS EXPERIENCE AMONG THE
SHAKERS.
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The Shakers made and sold wooden chairs with woven seats and backs. These pictures appeared
In a catalog printed by the Shakers of Mr. Lebanon, New York. You can see the real thing at

Shakertown in South Union, Kentucky. (It opens May 1.)




SHAKER SEED SEARCH

GABAGESI Many Shaker communities sold vegetable seeds. The

1885 FARM ANNUAL of the Shaker community at

g *E South Union, Kentucky, lists over 50 varieties. Can
< K- you find the 10 in this puzzle?
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Journal entries recorded in May, 1821, at South Union, Kentucky. What can you learn about the
Shakers from these entries? Original in the Manuscripts Division of the Kentucky Library.
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Notes From The Hill

Editor’s Note: This column, which examines the
relationship between WKU academic disciplines and the
collections, exhibits, and programs of The Kentucky
Museum and Library, welcomes Dr. Carol Crowe-Carraco,
professor of history. Dr. Crowe-Carraco, a member of The
Kentucky Museum and Library Associates, taught a
graduate seminar last fall in state and local history. Here
she examines what we can learn of the Shakers from the

exhibit ‘‘Inner Light: The Shaker Legacy.’’

Revealing The Shakers Through ““Inner Light™’

By Dr. Carol Crowe-Carraco, professor of history,
Department of History

The Shakers, or the adherents of Ann Lee’s United
Society of Believers in Christ's Second Appearing, provide
a myriad of investigative possibilities for the student of
American culture. The celibate sect embraced equality of
opportunity for women, welcomed all races, worshipped
God as Mother and Father, and expressed their religious
fervor by singing and dancing.

Founded in mid-18th century England with roots in an
earlier French religious reform movement, the Shakers
arrived in America on the eve of the Revolution and
flourished during the 19th century. Two Shaker villages,
one near Harrodsburg - - Pleasant Hill (1806-1910) - -
and the other in Logan County -- South Union
(1807-1922) - - existed in Kentucky. Both of these
partially restored sites are open to the public.

While ‘‘Shaker’’ may have been a familiar term to
19th century Kentuckians because of the production of
superior textiles, packaged garden seeds, slat-backed
chairs, oval boxes, clothespins, and flat brooms, the word
means little to most Americans today. Those who even
recognize the name usually associate it with simple,
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well-built furniture and craft items. However, these very
artifacts resulted from basic Shaker beliefs and attitudes
which were expressed in various homilies, such as: ‘Do all
your work as if you had a thousand years to live and as if
you were to die tomorrow'’; ‘‘Put your hands to work
and your hearts to God'’; and* ‘That which has in itself the

highest use possesses the greatest beauty."’

Photographer Linda Butler’s travelling exhibition
“‘Inner Light: The Shaker Legacy’’ captures through the
camera’s eye the simple, beautiful, artistic quality of the
Shakers 'very being. The show's 60 photographs of Shaker
artifacts - - many too fragile ever to display - - and
architectural interiors - - some never before presented - -
reveal much about the Shaker insistence upon quality
endeavor and design by skilled craftspeople. Viewing the
black and white still life images, with their pervasive light
and shadow motif, the observer is propelled into the milieu
of the Shaker experience.

Lunchtime Learning To Feature Victorian
Variety

If you enjoy ‘‘Growing Up Victorian,’’ be sure to
attend this spring’s Lunchtime Learning series. Entitled
“*Victorian Variety: Cultural Contrasts in 19th Century
England,’’ the five programs will reveal two sides of
British Victorian childhood, education, personalities,
housing, and pastimes. Each session will feature two
presentations by W.K.U. students enrolled in History
324, ‘‘England Since 1714, "’ taught by Dr. Carol
Crowe-Carraco. The series begins on Tuesday, April 2
with talks on the royal children and chimney sweeps. For
more information, call 745-2592.




The Kentucky Museum, as a nonprofit organization and a
part of Western Kentucky University, welcomes your
membership support. Funds from this source contribute
significantly to our resources for providing programs for an
ever-widening public. For information on membership
benefits such as receiving The Fanlight newsletter,
discounts at The Museum Store, invitations to receptions,
special activities, and more, call The Kentucky Building at
(502) 745-2592 or 745-6260. The form below is
provided for your convenience in selecting an appropriate
level of participation. Simply fill out, detach, and mail to:
Public Information Officer, The Kentucky Museum,
Western Kentucky University, Bowling Green, KY
42101. Please make checks payable to The Kentucky
Museum and Library.

MEMBERSHIP FORM

STREET ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

0

ITY

STATE ZIP CODE

for the membership category circled below:

Enclosed is my check in the amount of §

Junior $3
Student $6
Adult $15
Family  $25
Contributing Sponsor $26 to $100
Sustaining Sponsor $101 to $500
Patron over $500, under $10,000
WKU—Printing paid from stats funds. KRS 57.375. Benefactor $10,000 and up
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The Kentucky Museum and Library

ORGANIZATION
U. S. POSTAGE
BULK RATE
PERMIT 398
BOWLING GREEN,
KY. 42101




