










The 
Slat Back 

Chair 
The early settlers in 

Kentucky had very Uttle furni
ture. The few pieces they 
owned were usually handmade 
from trees that surrounded 
their log houses. 

Most famllies had beds. 
chests. tables and slat back 
chairs. They were called slat 
back because there were two 
or three wooden slats across 
the back of the chair. The 
seals were usually woven with 
strips of bark from the tree 
that was used to make the 
chair. 

Simple woodworking tools 
were needed to make chairS. 
An ax was used to cut down 
the tree. Strips of bark were 
peeled off the tree with a 
drawknife. The wood was split 
into workable pieces by uSing 
a [roe and a mallet to make the 
slats and chair legs. 

The chair pieces were 
smoothed and shaped with a 
drawknife. If the chatrmaker 
measured and planned each 

I 

piece with care, nails and 
glue were not needed. The 
pieces fit snugly and made a 
sturdy chair that would last for 
years and years. 
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'Barkin' A Chair' 
T he seats of slat back 

chairs were often woven of tree 
bark. The bark was stripped 
from a tree in the spring when 
it would come off eaSily. Hick
ory tree bark was used most 
often. 

Long str1ps of bark were 
wound Into coUs to be woven 
into a chair seat. The first 
pieces were stretched from the 
fronl of the chair to the back. 
These were called the warp. 

Then It was time to weave. 
The strips used in weaving 
were called the woof. The man 
In the drawing is weaving the 
warp with a woof. 

Chester Cornett . a Ken
tucky chatrmaker. made many 
chairs and wove hickory bark 
seats for each of them. 

• • • • • 
Look at the drawing below 

and see if you can figure out 
how to weave a chair seat. Cut 
pieces of paper into one-half 
Inch strtps and practice the 
Herrtngbone Pattern. After you 
learn to do the pattern of over 
two and under two pieces of 
warp. try It with over three and 
under three. 

Now Repeat r; 

UNDER 1 
.up 

UNDER 2 
. up 

OVER 1 ~ . up 

OVER 2 

Chester Cornett "barkln' • chair" 

SPECIAL CITATION 

You can read abou t Chesler 
Cornett in 1liE HANDMADE 
OBJECf AND ITS MAKER by 
Michael Owen Jones. The 
Kentucky Ubrruy IT 194 J66. 
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The Herringbone Pattern 
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Editor's Note: This colwnn is 
reseruedJor arlfcles written by 
Individuals from o1fices or de
partments across campus. Dr. 
Robert A. Otto is a Professor in 
W'KUs Teacher Education 
Department. 

E ach semester ele
mentary education majors in 
my social studies methods 
class lour The Ken tucky Mu
seum for its use as an educa
tional tool in teaching. As the 
class studies a unJt on multi
cultural education. The Ken 
tucky Museum is used as a 
culminating activity to illus
trate the dlIferenl techniques 
useful to study culture. be it: 
local history. using the "Main 
Street" (Bowling Green) exhibit: 
pertods of history. represented 
In "Crowing Up Victorian": or a 
travel kit for loan on tools. 

"It is important 
for teachers 

to realize that 
history can 
be alive and 

active ... " 

It is Important for teachers 
to realize that history can be 
alive and active as seen by the 
many activities and "Crate 
Ideas" that Involve students 
along the tour of exhibit halls. 
Study guides are provided for 
the teacher viSiting the mu
seum or using the travel kits. 
Nothing Is left to chance. 
Reading about history Is only 
one means for learning. How
ever, observation Is also a very 
powerful means which Is not 
limited by one's abUtty to read 
but to Imagine and dream. 
Curiosity Hall is a good ex
ample of ACTIVE learning 
through observation of objects. 

Active learning by dOing Is 

NOTES 
FROM THE 

HILL 
Active
not static 
learning 
By Dr. Robert A. Otto 

also achieved through the "Kid 
Stuff' pamphlets provided by 
the museum. Handouts called 
"UrUvcrsl-tree" and "Feathered 
Friends" teach both map skUls 
and species Identification. A 
third, 'The Log House," encour-

.--

, .. 
ages students to use Informa
tion about pioneer home
buUding to create a log house 
replica. 

"One does not 
just 'look 'at ' 

things but 
becomes 

involved with 
them ... .. 

All of these things explain 
why I call this museum ACTIVE 
not SfATIC learning. One does 
not Just "look at" things but be
comes Involved with them. 
Teachers should avail them
selves of the many educational 
opportunities by borrowing 
loan kits. attending Inservlce 
workshops, and touring the 
museum. This can only enrich 
textbook teaching and make It 
comeALTVE. 

Dr. Bob Otto, a m ember of West
ern '. Teacher Education Depart
m ent since 1972, takes time out 
o f a busy work day t o be phot o
a:raphed. for The FanlJCht. 
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November • 

CALENDAR 1 

OF EVENTS 

Current 
"The Kentucky Bulldln,: Con
tlnuln, the Dream," the 50th 
anniversary exhibit remains on 
view In Galleries M. N and O. 

Kentucky MusIc Maken 
conUnues in Ganery A 

Felts Lo, House will be open 
on weekends only through 
October 28. 

October 

1 
Tuttle of the Month - Black
fringed shawl wll11 paisley 
border (ca. 1860); donated by 
Mrs. Herny F. Smllh. BowUng 
Green. Ky. 

13 
Basketmaklng Workshop 
(DelaUs page 2.) 

20 

OKTOBERFEST - Museum 
Associates Fundraiser. 
(See article. page 2) 

Terllle of the Month - Crazy 
quJIt (ca. 1885-90) made by 
EUzabeth Hocker McElroy of 
Lebanon. Ky.; donated by 
Elizabeth McElroy Benz. Nash
ville, Tn. 

Sllde/Lecture Presentation 
on fumJture styles datlng to 
1850 by Tracey Parks. 7 p.m. , 
OrientaUon Room. 

8 
Slide/Lecture Presentation by 
Sam Teny on Victorian-style 
fum.tture. 7 p.m., Orientation 
Room. 

15 
• A CHANGE OF STYLE: 
FURNITURE FROM THE 
KENTUCKY MUSEUM." opens 
In Gallertes K and L. Opening 
actlviUes w1lllnclude a Gallery 
Talk by Sandra Staebell and 
Riley Handy and a recepUon, 

Funding for the exhibit was 
provided by DowUng Green 
Bank and. Trust and HCA 
Greenview Hospital, 

29 
Slld.e/Lecture Presentation by 
Tommy Hines on Shaker 
furniture, 7 p.m., Orientation 
Room. 

December 

1 
Te.rti1e of the Month - Hu
mera1 or BenediCUon vell (late 
19th century) : donated by St. 
Joseph's Catholic Church. 
Bowling Green. Ky. rt'hls vell 
wUl be exhibited through 
January. 1991) 

Pam Kenner 

Staff welcomes 
new member 

Meet the newest member 
of the museum stam She is 
Pamela Kenner. who was hired 
during the summer to fl11 the 
Museum Assistant poslUon. 

Pam and her sJx-year-old 
son. Bart. recently moved to 
Bowling Green from North 
Carolina. While this community 
IS new to Pam, the state is not. 
Pam spent a portion of her 
growing up years In Davtess 
County and graduated from 
Owensboro High School. so she 
15 Just "back home In Ken
tucky," 

In the short time Pam has 
been employed, she has dem
onstrated that she 15 most 
capable and has become a 
valuable member of the mu
seum staff. 

Pam, we're delighted to 
have you ·on the team"l 

A Change in Style 

continued. from page 3 
of marquetry (an inlay of 
contrasting wood into a back
ground of veneer) In the gallery 
and the door panels. The motifs 
chosen for the 1n1ay are typical 
of those used in other musiC 
cabinets of thIS period. A hom 
and perhaps pipes adorn the 
gallery whlle a stylized vase 
with flowers ornaments each 
door panel . The decorative 
eITect achieved by the vase and 
flower motif Is heightened by 
reversing the arrangement of 
light and dark woods in each 
door to create a mlrTor image of 
the other inlay. 

~ ______ 7 ______________________ ~ 
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, .. r---------------------------------------, • 
For birthdays. annJversaI1es-any occasion. Museum ~lates mernQerships make great giftsl To arrange 
for a gill. membership. Just complete the fonn and mail to: Development Office. Van Meter Auditorium. WKU, 
BowlIng Green . KY 4210 1. Well take it from Utere! 

Membership Reclplent(s) ___________________ 5.5. #_=-_:-:-:-:-_ 
(If ava!lllble) 

Ad~ __________________________________________________ ~-----

Clty __________________________ 5tale ___ Zlp ___ _ 

Indlvldual(s) glv\ni membershlp, _______________________ _ 
Ad~ ________________________________________________ ___ 

Clly __________________________ 51ale __ Zlp ___ _ 

Name(s) to use to n otify reclplent(s) of gift: _________ _____________ _ 

President'. Club ........... $ 1.()(X) Donor ................................ $60 Famlly ............. ....... .. ..... .. $3O 
(Special recognJUon by 

WKU President) 
($ 10 per month) individual .... ...... .. .... .... .... $20 

Contributor .... ...... ...... .... .. $30 
Patron ......... ... ....... ... .. ... $500 ($5 per month) 

For g!fts oj $500 and up. your name will be tnsaibed on a plaque in the Musewn Lobby. 

Check enclosed 
(Payable to Ky. Museum 

Associates) 

_ Charge Card 
_ MasterCard _ViSa 

Stgnature' _ _ _____ __ 

_ Monthly Payments 
1$60 and up) 

Conbibullons are deductible wUhin the Umi1.s oj the law. 

~---------------------------------------~ 
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