
APPROACHING FALLINGWATER: 
AN ETHNOGRAPHY OF PLACE 

A Thesis Presented to 
the Faculty of the Department of Modern Languages and Intercultural Studies 

Western Kentucky University 
Bowling Green, Kentucky 

In Partial Fulfillment 
of the Requirements for the Degree 

Master of Arts 

by 
Brian David Gregory 

May 1998 



APPROACHING FALLINGWATER: 
AN ETHNOGRAPHY OF PLACE 

Dean, Graduate Studies and R/gsearch 
XjHjgf 

Date 



CONTENTS 

INTRODUCTION: Getting In 1 

PART I: Fallingwater in Context—Local Perceptions 

1. An Illicit Entry 7 

2. Knowing a Place 15 

3. "I" Houses and Odd Houses 24 

4. Layers of Stone: Local Builders and Aesthetic Choice 33 

Interchapter: Illusions of Control 53 

PART II: Context Redux—Fallingwater in the Landscape 

5. Ohiopyle: An Iconography of a 
Vernacular Tourist Landscape 60 

6. Ritualized Fallingwater: Tourism as Pilgrimage 74 

7. Fallingwater as Stage Set 89 

Interchapter: Buildings and Biographies 101 

CONCLUSION: Stalking Modernity 112 

Notes 116 
Works Cited 122 

APPENDIX Fallingwater Oral History Project Report: 
A National Landmark, A Local Story 128 


