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Descriptive Inventory 

 
MSS 55 TEMPLE Collection 

 
1 box.  4 folders.  133 items.  1715-1972.  Originals. 

 
1970.2.1 

 
 

BIOGRAPHY 
 
 William Montgomery Temple was born on 28 September 1893 in Bowling Green, 
Kentucky, to Robert Willis Temple and Loudella (Perry) Temple.  William lived elsewhere the 
majority of his life.  He was a resident of Washington, D.C., for many years, but retained his love 
for his hometown and its history.  Temple was also an autograph collector, specializing in this 
acquisition of Kentucky governors’ autographs.  William died on 26 October 1967 in Howard 
County, Maryland. 
 
 
THE COLLECTION 
 
 The collection consists chiefly of autograph letters, especially those of Kentucky 
governors covering the period from 1805 to 1951 (50 items); other manuscript documents, 
which were collected for their autographical value, dating from 1715 to 1941 (16 items); and 
Temple’s articles and notes about Bowling Green, centering on the post office and fire 
department during the years of 1901 to 1964 (14 items).   
 
 
SHELF LIST 
 
BOX 1 TEMPLE, William M.    1715-1972  133 items 
 
Folder 1 Correspondence     1931-1970  33 items 
 
Folder 2 Papers of Kentucky governors   1805-1951  50 items 
 
  2a – Temple’s notes about Kentucky  n.d.   20 items 
   governors and Kentucky 
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Folder 3 Autograph letters and signatures   1715-1972  27 items 
 
  3a – John White – Deed, 1726, and  1726-1972  12 items 
   related materials 
 
Folder 4 Articles about Bowling Green and   1901-1964  23 items 
    Warren County written by Temple, 
    photographs, and miscellaneous 
    items 
 
 
BOX 2 Scrapbook – Newspaper clippings  12 1/4” x 14 5/8”  1 item 
 
Oversize  1.  Coroner, Mercer County, May 20, 1851.  Signed by John L. Helm. 
C1-D1, 2.  Justice of the Peace, Lincoln County, Nov. 6, 1855.  Signed by C.S.  
F9   Morehead. 
  3.  Police Judge, Lincoln County, Feb. 22, 1860.  Signed by B. Magoffin. 
  4.  Justice of the Peace, Mercer County, June 20, 1865.  Signed by Thomas 
   Bramlette. 
  5.  Notary Public, Jefferson County, Jan. 18, 1876.  Signed by James B.  

McCreary. 
  6.  Notary Public, Jefferson County, Jan. 19, 1880.  Signed by Luke P. 
   Blackburn. 
  7.  Notary Public, Jefferson County, Jan. 25, 1886.  Signed by J. Proctor 
   Knott. 
  8.  Notary Public, Jefferson County, Feb. 23, 1888.  Signed by S. B. Buckner. 
  9.  Justice of the Peace, Aug. 30, 1890.  Signed by James W. Bryan and S. B. 
   Buckner. 
  10.  Notary Public, Jefferson County, Feb. 9, 1893.  Signed by John Young  

Brown. 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD 
 
MSS TEMPLE Collection    1715-1972 
55   

Correspondence, 1931-1970 (33 items), 
 chiefly of William Montgomery Temple, originally of  
 Bowling Green, Kentucky, an autograph collector; 
 his collection of papers of Kentucky governors, 
 1805-1951 (50); other autograph letters, 1715-1941 
 (17); and articles about Bowling Green, etc., (23). 
  1 box.  4 folders.  133 items.  Originals. 
  1970.2.1  
   
 



MSS 55 Manuscripts & Folklife Archives – Library Special Collections – Western Kentucky University 

 

SUBJECT ANALYTICS 
 
Abolition of slavery, 1850  B1,F2     
Adair, John, 1757-1840  B1,F2 
Andrews, Eliphalet Frazer, 1835-1915 – Relating to, 1942  B1,F1 
Art and artists – Portrait painters and painting, 1942  B1,F1 
Autographs – Collections – Governors  B1,F3 
Autographs – Collections – U.S. – 37th Congress – House, 1862 B1,F3 
Banks and banking – U.S. & KY, 1839  B1,F2 
Barkley, Alben William, 1877-1956 – Relating to, 1950  B1,F4 
Blackburn House – Bowling Green B1,F4 
Blackburn House – Bowling Green – Photos, 1901 B1,F4b 
Blackburn, Luke Pryor, 1816-1887 – Autographs, 1880 C1-D1,F9 
Bowling Green – Businesses – Location of, 1898 B1,F4 
Bowling Green – Fire companies and departments B1,F4 
Bowling Green – History  B1,F1,4 
Bowling Green – Houses – Blackburn B1,F4 
Bowling Green – Houses – Blackburn – Photos, 1901  B1,F4b 
Bowling Green – Name, origin of  B1,F1 
Bowling Green – Odeon Hall, 1899 B1,F1 
Bowling Green – Postal service B1,F1,4 
Bowling Green – Postal service – Appointment of employees  B1,F1; B1,F4,4a 
Bowling Green – Social life and customs  B1,F1,4 
Bowling Green – Streets B1,F4 
Bramlette, Thomas Elliott, 1817-1875 B1,F2 
Breathitt, John, 1787-1834  B1,F2 
Buchanan, James, 1791-1834 B1,F2 
Calhoun, John Caldwell, 1782-1850 – Relating to, 1850 B1,F2 
Certificates – Clinton, DeWitt, 1769-1828 – Autographs, 1807 B1,F2 
Certificates – Coroners – Mercer County, 1851  C1-D1,F9 
Certificates – Justices of peace – Lincoln County, 1855 C1-D1,F9 
Certificates – Justices of peace – Mercer County, 1865 C1-D1,F9 
Certificates – Kentucky Military Institute – Cadet appointment, 1847  C1-D1,F9 
Certificates – Notary publics – Jefferson County, 1870-1893  B1,2; C1-D1,F9 
Certificates – Police judges – Lincoln County, 1860  C1-D1,F9 
Certificates – Remissions, 1834  B1,F2 
Certificates – Senators (U.S.) – Appointment of, 1805  B1,F2 
Civil War, 1861-1865 – Causes and pre-war conditions, 1850 B1,F2 
Clark, James, 1779-1839  B1,F2 
Clements, Earle Chester, 1896-1985 B1,F2 
Clinton, DeWitt, 1769-1828 – Certificates, 1807  B1,F3 
Cobb, Irvin Shrewsbury, 1876-1944 B1,F1 
Constitutional Convention, 1838 B1,F2 
Coroners – Certificates – Mercer County, 1851  C1-D1,F9 
Courthouses – Warren County B1,F4 
Crittenden, George Bibb, 1812-1880 – Autographs B1,F3 
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Crittenden, John Jordan, 1787-1863 – Relating to, 1835 B1,F2 
Desha, Joseph, 1768-1842 B1,F2 
Doubleday, Abner, 1819-1893 – Autographs B1,F3 
Fire companies and departments – Bowling Green B1,F4 
Fire engines and horse – Washington, D.C., 1931 – Photos      B1,F4b 
Fire horses, 1931 & 1937  B1,F4a 
Foote, Henry Stuart, 1804-1880 – Letters to, 1850 B1,F2 
Gillette, Guy Mark, 1879-1973    B1,F1 
Governors – Papers of B1,F2 
Great Britain – Army – Officers’ military and personal papers, 1788  B1,F3 
Great Britain – Colonies – America – Deeds, 1726 B1,F3 
Great Britain – Legal papers, 1724 B1,F3 
Greenup, Christopher, 1750-1818 – Autographs, 1805  B1,F2 
Hangings – Warren County B1,F1 
Helm, John Larue, 1802-1867 – Autographs, 1851    C1-D1,F9 
Historical markers, 1941 B1,F1 
Hoover, John Edgar, 1895-1972  B1,F3 
Houses – Blackburn, Samuel D. – Bowling Green B1,F4b 
Houses – Blackburn, Samuel D. – Bowling Green – Photos     B1,F4b 
Iowa – Political patronage, 1871  B1,F3 
Jefferson County – Certificates – Notary publics, 1870-1893  B1,F2; C1-D1,F9 
Johnson, Keen, 1896-1970 B1,F2 
Judges – Police – Certificates – Lincoln County, 1860  C1-D1,F9 
Justices of the peace – Certificates – Lincoln County, 1855  C1-D1,F9 
Justices of the peace – Mercer County, 1865  C1-D1,F9 
Kelly, Melville Clyde, 1883-1935  B1,F1 
Kentucky Military Institute – Certificates – Cadet appointment, 1847  B1,F2 
Kentucky Society of Washington, 1940-1950  B1,F1; B1,F4a 
Kentucky Society of Washington – Programs, 1950 B1,F4 
Labor Day Parade – Washington, D.C. – Photos B1,F4b 
Laning, Edward, 1906-1981 B1,F1 
Leslie, Preston Hopkins, 1819-1907 – Autographs, 1874 B1,F2 
Letcher, Robert Perkins, 1788-1861 B1,F2 
Lincoln County – Certificates – Justices of the peace, 1855  C1-D1,F9 
Lincoln County – Certificates – Police judges, 1860  C1-D1,F9 
Magoffin, Beriah, 1815-1885 – Autographs, 1860 & 1883 B1,2; C1-D1, F9 
Mahone, William, 1826-1895 – Autographs, 1882 B1,F3 
Maine – Deeds, 1726 B1,F3 
Massachusetts (Colony) – Deeds, 1726       B1,F3 
McCray, George Washington, 1835-1890 B1,F3 
McLean, Evalyn Walsh, 1886-1947 B1,F1 
Meade, George Gordon, 1815-1872 – Autographs, 1864 B1,F3 
Mercer County – Certificates – Coroners, 1851  C1-D1, F9 
Mercer County – Justices of the peace, 1865  C1-D1,F9 
Metcalf, Thomas, 1780-1855 B1,F2 
Militia – 2nd Brigade, 1812  B1,F2 



MSS 55 Manuscripts & Folklife Archives – Library Special Collections – Western Kentucky University 

 

Militia – 7th Division, 1815  B1,F2 
Moore, Mary (Taylor) Leiper, 1885-1973  B1,F1 
Morehead, Charles Slaughter, 1802-1868 – Autographs, 1855 C1-D1,F9 
Morehead, James Turner, 1797-1854 B1,F2 
Mural painting – Public buildings – Bowling Green, 1941 B1,F1 
Natcher, William Huston, 1909-1994 B1,F1 
New York City – Mayors – Clinton, DeWitt, 1769-1828 – Certificate, 1807     B1,F3 
Notary publics – Certificates – Jefferson County, 1870-1893  B1,F2; C1-D1,F9 
Odeon Hall – Bowling Green, 1899 B1,F1 
Opera – Bowling Green, 1900 B1,F1 
Page, John, 1744-1808 B1,F3 
Paintings – Kentucky Library and Museum B1,F1 
Passports, 1807 B1,F3 
Phillips, William, 1750-1827 – Relating to, 1821  B1,F3 
Political patronage, 1805 B1,F2 
Political patronage – Iowa, 1871 B1,F3 
Politicians, 1835 B1,F2 
Politics – Iowa, 1871 B1,F3 
Politics – U.S. & KY, 1850  B1,F2 
Postal service – Appointment of employees, 1871 B1,F3 
Postal service – Bowling Green  B1,F4 
Postal service – Employees – Bowling Green B1,F4 
Powell, Lazarus Whitehead, 1812-1867  B1,F2 
Prentice, George Dennison, 1802-1870  B1,F3 
Programs – Kentucky Society of Washington, 1950 B1,F4 
Quincy, Josiah, 1772-1864  B1,F3 
Rhode Island – Militia – Supplies, 1790(?) B1,F3 
Robsion, John Marshall, 1873-1948 B1,F1 
Rowan, John, 1773-1843  B1,F2 
Sampson, Flemon Davis, 1875-1967 B1,F2 
Scott, Charles, 1739-1813  B1,F2 
Senators – Appointments of, 1805 B1,F2 
Shelby, Isaac, 1750-1826  B1,F2 
Shelby, Isaac, 1750-1826 – Letters to, 1815 B1,F2 
Societies, 1940 B1,F1; B1,F4,4a 
Stanley, Augustus Owsley, 1867-1958    B1,F2 
Stevenson, John White, 1812-1886 B1,F2 
Stickles, Arndt Mathis, 1872-1968 – Relating to, 1941      B1,F1 
Temple, Mary Camilla (Miller), 1864-1944 – Photos B,F4b 
Temple, Mary (Ennis), 1842-1917 – Photos, 1901 B1,F4b 
Temple, Ruth Hines, 1899-2001 – Photos, 1901 B1,F4b 
Temple, William Montgomery, 1893-1967 – Photos, 1950(?)   B1,F4b 
Temple, William Montgomery, 1829-1905 – Photos, 1901 B1,F4b 
Thurston, Buckner, 1764-1845 – Relating to, 1805 B1,F2 
Trowbridge, John Townsend, 1827-1916  B1,F3 
U.S. – Post Office Department, 1871 B1,F3 
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Virginia – Governors – Letters of, 1794  B1,F3 
War of 1812 – Prisoners and prisons, 1814 B1,F2 
War of 1812 – Supplies, 1812 B1,F2 
Warren County – Courthouse B1,F4 
Warren County – Hangings  B1,F1 
Warren County – History   B1,F1; B1,F4 
Washington, Bushrod, 1762-1829 – Letters to, 1821  B1,F3 
Washington, D.C. – Fire engines & horses – Photos, 1931 B1,F4b 
Washington, D.C. – Labor Day Parade – Photos, 1931 B1,F4b 
Watterson, Henry, 1840-1921 – Relating to   B1,F1 
Wetherby, Lawrence Winchester, 1908-1994  B1,F2 
White, John, 1677-1760 – Deed, 1726   B1,F3 
Whittier, John Greenleaf, 1807-1892 – Autographs B1,F3 
Wickliffe, Charles Anderson, 1788-1869  B1,F2 
Willson, Augustus Everett, 1846-1931 B1,F2 
Wilmot Proviso – Relating to, 1850 B1,F2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lile/Jeffrey   06/26/2008 
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