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Nicholas Fedvk/Herald

Former Western President John Minton Sr. reflects on his 40 years at Westem. He left his Cherry

Hall office in July.

Minton writes final chapter

1n esteemed

It all ended where it had
begun 40 years earlier. The same
building. The same history floor.
The same man.

He had come full circlie and
then lingered in the center for 12
years. putting off the inevitable.
This summer John Minten Sr.
garnered the courage to close
the door to Cherry Hall — for the
final time.

Minton is a Western old-timer.
At 77. he has spent more than
half of his life connecting with
the spirits of Western's past. To
some, “The Spirit Makes the
Master” is a forgotten cliche. But
te this man. who has known
every university president but
two, the spirit of Western roams
freely within him.

“After I was here for a year, |
knew all of those people thaz you
only hear about.” Minton said.
spreading Western history books
across his living room table,
pausing at pictures of famous fig-
ares such as Dere Downing, Don
Zacharias and Paul Garrett.
“Most of Western's buildings are
named after them. I knew them;
they were my friends.™

Minton molded a tunnel of
education at Western. He used
the tunnel to work his way from a
professor to the university presi-
dent and then back to the class-

" room. He officially retired in

1986, but he kept his office at the
top of the steps on the third floor
in Cherry Hall. Until now, he
couldn’t bring himself to leave.

It’s fitting that Minton’s first
love is history, for since he was a
child living in Trigg County, he
has been searching for pieces of
his own history. His mother died
when he was 2 months oid, his
father when he was 10, and his
grandparents when he was a
teen-ager.

When he joined the Western
family, at 37, he vowed to not
only learn the history of the Hill,
but add to that history. This he
has done.

The year was 1979, and
although Minton had dredms of a
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Western presidency, he didn't
think much about applyving for
--thevacant.position, - -

“I was too old.” he recailed,
smiling.

But Western gave Minton 2
chance, The Board of Regents
asked him to serve as interim
president while it searched for
Dero Downing's replacement, He
expected to stay a few months in
the president’'s office. but it
turned into a year.

Minton began his acceptance
speech: “Greetings to ail of you
who must be my friends or you
wouldr't be here. I'm just John
Minton, and I intend to be presi-
dent while I'm in here.”

Minton credits his success to
being humble. He compares him-
seif to a turtle.

“You can't go anywhere with-
out sticking your neck out, and
you must build a pretty hard
shell around yourself.” he said
Friday, holding a small ceramic
turtle. He has a collection of
more than 30 such turtles,

In education, Minton continu-
ally stuck his neck out, but in his
personal life, he has depended
on the shell — his comfort zone.

Last week he attempted to
emerge, to stick his neck out for
all to see. But it wasn't easy. He
told the story of his mother, who
had been a teacher in Western's
early life, His shoulders rose
and curled inward. His head
dropped. hiding his neck. His
wife of 51 years sat across from
him and watched. Her eyes
watered.

history on Hill

“He even looks like a turtle.”
she said softly. Her husband
didn't hear her.

"We came here at a good
time.” Minton said, changing the
subject.

“There were only about 3,000
students. And all of their classes
were in Cherry Hall.,” he added
before a soft laugh.

In July Minton packed his
things. donated some 1o
Kentucky universities and gave
others to his friends, His old
office, Room 232, already has a
new, occupant. The walls, which
were onee filled with Minton's -
memories. await new ones.

That's the way Minton wants
it.

“The tradition will live on.™
he says.

Minton left Western as quietly
as he came.

Except for his family, he
didn't tell a soul he was leaving.
Many of his colleagues. includ-
ing President Gary Ransdell. .
who Minton mentored, don't
know he's gone.

“Unless someone asks, I'm not
telling.”

I guess that's what one would
expect from a man who sees him-
self as a turtle,
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President of Western Kentucky University
from Jan, 8, 1979, to July 31, 1979,

Age: 85. ’

Hometown: Bom in Cadiz in Trigg County.

Education: Bachelor and master’s degrees, the
niversity of Kentucky; Ph.D., Yanderbilt Univer-
sity. ’ :

Current job: Retired. .

Notable previous fobs: Joined Westem’s staff
in 1958 and served as associate dean of graduate
instruction, graduate dean and administrative vice
president until being appointed president; princi-
pal of Trigg County High School from 1953 to
1958,

Family: Married for 59 years to Beity Minton;
two children, John I, Minton Jr. and James E.
Minton. : :

‘What was the accomplishment of which
you were most proud at Western?

That one would be hard for me to answer. I
enjoyed being a professor of history, and being the
graduate dean was a challenging role because we
had just become a university and the only graduate
programs we had up to that time was, you could
get a master’s degree in education. -

Moving into master’s of science and biblogy
and the sciences and also in the business college ...

! we had to develop the guidelines and so forth for

i that, and so that was a challeng-
ing position, developing the
new programs and creating a
graduate council and creating
graduate faculty and so forth. It
was heavily more academic
i structared, so that made it a
challenge for me. To say it was
the most chaltenging position, [ i
wouldn’t want to say that.

Then after that, when Dr
Downing-be¢ame’ président; +F!
took his place as vice president’
for administrative affairs, and
that brought in a wide range of
responsibilities such as, we had
alumni affairs, we had student
affairs, athletics, public rela-
tions, that was just a wide area - =y .
of responsibility and new responsibilities; so i
gave me a good insight into the broader picture af
Westem, - - ... CoLL R

And then when Dr. Downing announced his
retirement, and then the board took a longer time
to select somtone, then they asked me if I would
take his position until they found somebody, so

And then when (Donald) Zachiarias came in ...
they made me vice president of student affairs. I
retired (in 1985) and then I continued to teach as a
part-time teacher for another 10 years,

I also held a position that was kind of unusual,
When Title 1X was passed and put into effect ... I
was made co-coordinator of Title IX, to change the
rules in the doms and all that type of thing, and

. l‘\‘]ﬁch was an exciting time for some people, The

‘greatest accomplishment. Western was good to me

" those changes that had to take place, I was fortu-

‘changes at Western since you retired from
' the presidency?

‘beginning the building of Bates Runner Hall, and

*.South Hall and all those halls coming down, most

that provided another area of experience for me.

change the wording in the catalog and so forth, -

Ut 2¢, 2000

gerson that was my co-coordinator was a lady that -
ad been a professor in the college of education,
and was assistant to the dean of the college of edu-
cation, so we worked together on irying to bring
about as much equalization as we coutd, so that
was a challenging assignment. :

It would be hard for me to say which was the

in the sense that they were willing to put me in -
these different positions.

All those different changes that were taking
place as we moved from a teachers college, West-
ern Kentucky State Teachers College, to Westen
State College to Western Kentucky University, all

nate to be a participant in a lot of those.

‘What do you see as the most significant

The revitalization of the campus, the concentra-
tion of the buildings on the lower part of the cam-
pus. See, the year I came to Western they were

you didn’t have those halls down in the lower part
of the campus, dnd so I think the thing that .., all
the buildings and Grise Hall, Bates Runner Hall,

of them were. built in a certain stage, primarily
. o under Dr. Thompson's reign,  *
and you had added in ail those
residence halls down in the- *~
lower part of the campus, and
of tourse you had the arena
and everything built across the
street in what was the old Jones
Halt area, ’
The most challenging thing
is the revitalization now,
Yow've got the Guthrie Tower
iyou've-got the renovationof ;
the new buildings now on the *
lower pdrt of the campus, and
ou’ve got new buildings hav-
| ing been put in there, and par-
ticularly the emphasis upon the
S flower beds and everything on
e campus is one of the remarkable things that has

¥,

ken place. T . ‘
“L:have seen two-of those revitalizations. I-was_
there when the Downing Center was built, when
Central Hall, now named after me, were all built,
and then in the last two years, all those newer
buildings down at the lower end of the campus, the
arrangerents of — going down what they call Big
Red Way and it being divided with flower beds in
the center. All those things, I think. .
The revitalization of the campus in the last eight
or 10 years has been ... as far as I'm concemed, it’s
been kind of a second rebirth, and the first major
buildings coming up on the upper part of the cam-
pus and now redoing the lower part has been a
good part of it. -

See MINTON, 20
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* Is there anything you wish you had
accomplished while you were at
Western but were not able to?

No, I don't think there are. 1 think we did
the best we could with the issues that came
along, knowing that you were going to be in
that office one day and then when they made
their selection — you wanted to just hold it
together as best you can for the next person to
come in and take it over. [ don’t have any
regrets, I tried to meet the challenges as we
went through the people that were being inter-
viewed, bringing them on campus and letting
them appear before the facuity and before the
board and all that, but it was a prefty routine
sort of a thing, :

‘What was your greatest challenge as
president of Western?

I came in while the board was establishing
a selection process of going broader, outside
advertising and so forth, and so as they went
through their process, that’s why they proba-
bly didn’t make their decision as early as they
had thought they would. During that selection
process, one of the major challenges that [ had
then was to be sure that affairs on the campus
continued to move- al & nonmal rate as the
process that the board had set up went through
its stages — advertising and interviewing can-
didates and so forth.

We had a lot of heated controversies and
fairly heated discussions on the process and of
people and it being different, reaily being the
first president that had not been a Westerner in
my background — alf those things were there,
and so it became quite a heated discussion
going on off-campus involving the selection

" of the new president, and one of the things that
was a challenge was to keep the selection
process and the choosing of a president kind
of off campus as far as any of the controver-
sial issues that were coming up, and we were
able to do that.

'What does “The Spirit Makes the
Master” mean to you?
‘When I came here in 1958, we had chapel

in Van Meter Hall every Wednesday, and

" somebody would be selected {0 give us a good
lecture on the Spirit and so forth, and I became
pretty well ingrained in that there was a spe-
cial feeling among that old group (of profes-
$0r8s).

1 never heard Dr. Cherry's ... any of his
speeches, but that fit in, that your responsibit-
ity is to fill the bucket a little bit over. I do
know, based upon those early chapel pro-

. grams ... that is a good motto, and I think that
it exists, a feeting of being a part of this sys-
tem before you got too large. :

What do you think of Western as it is
now?

I'm proud of it. I'm proud of what’s hap-
pening, and I'm proud of the role the president
has taken in fundraising and in bringing
endowed scholarships into campus and to the
focus of things. Actually, he has the buildings,
the emphasis on redoing and placing an

v
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emphasis upon both ends of the campus.
You've got Cherry Hall and the people up
there, and down here you've got Guthrie
Tower and it’s just made it — and, of course,
the journalism building and the new revamp-
ing of the student centet, and then of course all
the expansion in athletics that you’ve had, it's
equatized both sides of the campus,

Why did you want to be Western’s
president?

Because I was asked to do it. I was asked by
the chairman of the board and by President
Downing, because they had to start some
machinery for selecting an interim..

I guess I was pleased with the challenge. It
was an honor that I had not — I used to say that
my chief claim to fame in getting the position
was that I was nol a candidate for it, but I
guess just the fact of being requested, being
named for that position, caused me to say,
“Well, if they’re willing to give me this oppor-
tunity, F'm willing to assume it.” ’

‘What was your favorite part of being
president? What was your least
favorite?

My favorite part of being president was, it
was an honored position that I accepted, and it
was a position that I - having been vice pres-
ident for administrative affairs and dean of the
graduate school — I had a feeling for the
responsibility and for the position that the fac-
ulty and staff would be involved in, so it was
a challenging honor to be asked to do it. And
I'd say that part of it, and being able to keep
things pretty much on an even keel during that
period, would be the thing that I'enjoyed the
most. R SAHAF I

" My least favorite was that it was a position,
and you wouldn't expect it to be anything else,
you needed to be aware of just about every
aspect of life on the campus, student tife, and 1
had been trained in those various positions that
I had to have a feel for what they were like.

oot e

" The other thing is, you, really, in that position,

you go to work in the moming and your calen-
dar is pretty well filled for you when you get
there, from the previous days and so forth, s
you'never lick for much é iy
Just relax and enjoy Wwhe
because there’s so many different areas you're
in and so many people looking to you in a dif-
ferent aspect of public relations, even though
public relations had been appointed as one of
the areas under my original responsibilities
when I was made vice alprésjdent. And really
sometimes, you really |
.came to work what the biggest issues were
“boing to be of the day. Ones-that you'didn’t
really anticipate being that big might become
bigger as the day goes on. )
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If you could relive your presidency,
what would you do differently?

I dor’t see that there would be much with
the circumstances, the way I came in, I'don't
think there would be, other than meeting the
everyday challenges — we bought the presi-
dents’ home when [ was in that office. You

2+ the best job you can and attend class,

‘opportunity, to/ inow -they 1sed to see this old fellow sifting

o't kiiow’ wheti you

accepted whatever challenges came along on
it.

- What advice would you offer to
President Ransdell?

I am pleased with what President Ransdell
is doing. I'm pleased with his outlook and the
fact that he has built all this — has made a lot
of these major accomplishments that probably
could not have been done without his ability.

What advice would you offer to
Western students? .

When | was head of student affairs and
when I advised students, and a student would
come in and their parents were upset with
them because they hadn’t decided what they
were going to major in and so forth, I'd
always tell them that you don’t need to be — if
they would plan properly, they could spend
some fime just taking general education
courses that would fit into any major until you

- go into at least your second semester of your
sophomore year, and you could make that
decision, There were some students who'd go
most of the way through without deciding,
and now that’s getting a little touchy without
having to double back and take another
semester or two. :

"1 would tell them to do the best they can to

- decide what they want 1o be interested in, but

" don't panic if they don’t know by the eind of
their freshman or sophomore year. And then I
would tell them to apply themselves, to do the
best job-they can do in their academic areas
and don’t get behind. Plan well if tHey can,
and if they can’t, wait a year or two to finish

" 'sotne general studies courses and then just do

\ ¢

Do you still maintain connections to
Western? . . :

I have attended I've forgotten how many
‘commencements. I have a lot of connections
up there, but I can’t get up there anymore. ...

I used to go to most of the basketball
games, all the football games, and all my fam-

- "ily would go. I'm last remembered when miy
“igranddaughter— she’s a Junior in high schiool

“"5 i the bleacher seats at the girls’ gare with\
‘this little second-grader, third-grader, fourth-
grader, fifth-grader, that would be me and my
granddaughter. We went to most of the games,
Then [ remember the 100 Club and I used
to go to their functions and then ... I also
Jwould go to these speaking events and so
forth. The graduate school invites me upito’
“"their orientation every yéear until this year, I.
*"think it was, I didn’t get to go up. Having been
the first graduate dean, now each college
selects its outstanding graduating graduate
student and then they take the five or six of the
colleges, each one have selected and from that
group they select one outstanding graduate
student for the year, and they name that the
John D. Minten outstanding graduate student,”
So Fhave ways of connecting over the years
that I've been here. As long as Gary’s there,
Pl get invitations, but I can’t accept them all.
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Mrnten Sr remembered as
‘man of mtegniy, character

By BURTON SPEAKMAN
The Daily News -2 %
bspeakmian@hgdailynews comﬁ83 3240

The fifth president of Western
-Kentueky University and a man who
~dedicated his life to education, Dr.

Jolm Mmfoer 86, died early, SLm»._

day surrounded by lus famjly .
. Minton-was’ president of the uni-
'versrty from Jan. 8 to July 31,1979,
- and during that time also served as
'_'vree president of” academic affairs.
‘During his. time -at Western, Mirton

was also associate dean of graduate
instruction, dean of the graduate col-

lege and vice president for adminjs-"
trative affairs: He continued to teach .

during ; much of lllS time as an admm— '

~istrator.” Minton had first come to

Western in 1958 as a hrslory profes-

“50L

He retired from Western in 1986
and continued {o teach part-time, He

“chaired the faculty athletic commilttee
_during most of his time at ‘Western
- and was a former president of the Sun
‘Belt Conference.

Before  coming to Westem, the
Tngg County natwe served in the

Navy - durmg World War 1. He

“received a bachelor’s degree in edu-
calion -in 1943, and his master's

degree: in history-in 1947, both from
the University “of Kentucky, He

received his Ph.D. from Vauderbrlt
_Umversity in 1957." - - -

‘Minton was also an instructor at
the University of Miami and a memi-
ber of the Broward County. School
Svstem and the ddult education pro-

gram at the Umversrty of Mrann from
1951 101953,

Minton then returned to hlS home_ -

county in 1953 and.was principal of
Trigg County High School in Cadiz
until coming to Westem. In Cadiz, he

was " involved in the : beginning ' of -

integration, efforls at the school drs—
trict,

See MINTDN 3A

JOHN MINTON SR,
DIes slage 86

administrator
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Mmton also described as a great admmrstrator, professor, fnend

" Dr. Dero Downing, who preced— .
" ed Minton as Western president,’

said Minton was truly one of the

. outstandinig history professors,

. "He:was recruited [o Westemn by
{(fornier) ' President” Dr, Kelly
‘Thompson who became aware of
Minton’s talents,” Downing satd.

" Minton was trusted and respect-
ed by everyone he met, Dowmng
said.

- “He was a marvelous example
of a gracrous Chnshan gentle-
man,” he said.

‘Minton understood the mission
and vision of Westem and was able
to refide and mplement it, Down—
ing sald.

Part of Minton's .accomplish-
ments at Western included the
unplementatlon of Title IX regard-
ing women’s athlétic programs.

~“Dr. Minton was also very con-
cemed about equality both in ath-
letics and education,” Downing
said.’ i

Minton was always on the right
side of jssues, Downing said, He
was always able (0 make sound
rattonal arguments for positions
that might be in opposition to what
others thought.

In addition to being a great
and  professor;
Minton was also a great filend,
Downing said,

The Western family has lost one.

- P

"WKU

of ils most distinguiished members,
said Western- Pres1dent Gary Rans
dell. -

“Dr, “‘Minton epitomazed the
spirit. "His

mcludmg myself,” Ransdell said.
“Our thoughts and prayers go with
his family even as we celebrate his

tremendous career that is so intri- -
cately woven into the’ fabrre of ‘

WKU's hrstory” S ]
© Minton was a great man, szud'
Yvette Haskins, a’ member of the
WKU' Board' of Trustees and wife

of former Westemn basketball coach"

Clem Haskins.

“We _think -quite a lot of Dr.
Minfon,” she said.

House Speaker Jody Richards,
D-Bowling Green, said Minton

was dean of graduate studies when

he came to Westem in 1967,
- “Dr. Minton ‘was always very

helpful,” Richards said. “He-was’

Just an outstandmg man with high
moral character.”

Minton cared deeply aboiit stu-
dents and others and was never (6o
busy to help, Richards said: .

“He was cerfainly a good histo-
ry professor with -high standards
for students, but they weren’t
unreasonable,” Richards said.

Visitation is from 2 pm. t© 9

dedication -

throughout his career on the hill is
"unparalleled, He was a mentor fo
-~ an untold number of students,

-p.m. today and from inoon to 2 p_;m.
“Tuesday at Broadway "United
Methedist Church, where Minton
was a member. The funeral will be
at 2 p.m. Tuesday af the church,
with burial in Fairview Cemetery.
“Johnson-Vaughn-Phelps *Funeral
"Home is in charge of arange-
- ments,

Expressions of sympathy may
také the form of donations to the
church and the John D. Minton
Gradvate Pellowship through the
College Heights Foundation at
Western. The award recognizes the
‘highest performing graduate _stu-
dent -at the graduate commence-
ment each year.

Minton is survived by his wife
of 61 years, Betty Redick Minton;’
two sons, Kentucky Chief Justice
John D. Minton Jr. and his wife,
Susan Page Minton, of Bowling
Green and Dr. J. Emest Minfon, a
-professor, and associate director for
research at the Kansas Agricoltural
Experiment Statton atKansas State
University and his wife, Teresa
Ardery Minton, of Manbattan,
‘Kan.; five grandchildren, Page Sul-
Hvan Minton and John D). Minton
III, both of Bowling Gieen, and
Dustin Cole’ Minton, James
Zachary Minton and Christina
Maria Minton of Manhattan, Kan.;
and many nieces and nephews.
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John D. Minton,
former Western
president, dies at 86
" Johii D, Minton, 86, the fifth
president ‘of Western™ Kentucky
University g
and 4 mem-
ber of the B
WEKU family”
~for-nearly 30
years, died
June (29,
2008, while
surrounded
by his.fami- .,
by Do
wa]S) l'-bl:;[rlll:t,oil[!: “JOHN D. MINTON SR.
“Trigg Counly, the son of the late
. John . Emest  and. Daisy Wilson
* Minton. He received a bachelor’s
degree from the - University - of
‘ Kentucky in 1943 aiid a master’s
degree from UK i 1947. He
earhed ‘a-doctorate from- Vander-
‘hilt” University -in 1957, Dr.
Minton also-served three; years.in
the U.S. Navy during World War
L. After-teaching in ~public
schools in- Florida, -Dr, - Minton
returned to Trigg County-to serve
as principal of Trigg County High
School from 1953-58, He was
“recruited “by. then-president Dr.
* Kelly Thompson to jointhe WKU
history faculty in 1958, He began
rising through the administrative
 ranks, serving as associate dean of
_gradugte -instruction, dean of the’
" Graduate Coitege and vice presi-
dent.-for Administrative Affairs,
. all' while continuing to ‘teach. In
1979, Dr: Minton became the fifth
president .of WKU following the
- yetiremént of Dr. Dero Downing.
While president from Jan. 8 lo
July 31, 'he continued to-serve as
vice president of Administrative-
Affairs. He wis named vice pres-
“ident for: Student Affairs in 1981
and retired in 1986, continuing to
teach part fime during retirement.
*‘He chaired the faculty athletic
committee at WKU during. most
of hié career and served as presi-
; dent of the Sun Belt Conference.
‘He . 'was fesponsible for jmple-
sienting Title IX at WKU and was
_an advocate for womeii’s athletic
sprograms. In 2002, WKU’s Cen-
“tral Hall was tepamed John D.
Minton Hall in his honor.

Funeral is:at 2 p.m. Tuesday at

‘Broadway i United © Methodist
"Church; wheie-he was-a member,

with burial in Fairview Cemetery.
Visitation will be from 2 p.m. to 9
p.m."today. and “from nooil to 2
p.m. Tuesday:at the church. Johu-

*" son-Vaughn-Bhelps ~  Funeral

is “ini- charge of arange-

" Expressions of sympathy - may
{ake -the form  of - donations to
. ‘Broadway*“United- -Methodist
-Church and ‘the John D.” Minton

Graduate Fellowship through the
College Heights. Foundation at
WEKU, The award recognizes the

" highest-performing graduaie stu-
dent at the graduate ‘commence-

ment cereinony each year.
-Survivors include his wife of

- 61 years, Betty Redick Mintor;

two sons; Kentucky Chief Fustice
Johii D; Minton Jr. and his wife,
Susan ' Page ‘Minton, of Bowling

‘Green, and Dr. J. Ernest Minton, &
- professor and agsociafe director
for research at Kaiisas Agricultur-

al Bxperiment Station -at Kansas
State University, ‘and liis wife,
Teresa Ardery Minton, of Man-
hattan, Kan,; five grandchildren,

‘Pagé Sullivan Minton and John
- D, Minton IT-of Bowling Green

and ‘Dustin Cole Minton, James
Zachary “Minton ,and - Chiristina

- Maria Minton of Manhattan; Kan;

and several nieces and niephews.




Former Western Kentucky Unlversaty President John D. Minton S,
remembered as iovmg father glfted eduoator and falthfui frlend

! John D. Minton. Sr ‘the fifth pras:dent of Weslern Kentucky Unwers1ty, Is laid {0 rest Tues i dunng a graves;de ceremony at Famew Cemetery

ervant leadet; rabbl and dad were: among the. K
wordsused to describe John D. \r[mton Sr, -

. who was laid to rest Tuesday.

»Servant leader to-all the lives he 1ouched at

his church, Broadway United Methodist Church,
Western Kentucky University and elsewhere.

- sRabbi to his pastor, | the Rev, J. Rick Bard Jr,, ;
summer _semester until his

‘family moved to Bowling

who thought of him as a wise teacher.
sAnd “just my Dad" 1o cne of his sons, Bmie,

“It's that putting his family above- the myriad .
‘a¢complishments that endeared Minton, 86,'to .
many people, according. to Bard, who' spent -,

numerons hours lalking to Minton's friends and
family over the past few days.

Orphaned at an early age in Trigg County,
Minton was raised by his grandparents and later

_ an aunt and uncle. While later called a great edu- -

cator, ‘his formal schooling dldn t siart off so
well, Bard said.

Minton failed the first gradc because his teach-
ers.discovered that instead of learning to read, he
‘Was meigrizing his ass:gnmems While Minton
‘spent'the next year ieaming to read, he continued
developing: ‘His mernory skitls — reciting the pro-
logue of the "Canterbury Tales” in Middle Eng-

- lish and.even-recalling the poetry of Termyson
and othess in his waning days.

“the’fall of 1958,

" Humble, Minton, dIdIl i really label hunself as, EpSllon “with Minton’s son, John T

‘o' leader, He prefersed to walk alongSIde peop]e, s
+ rather than in front of them. :
- 'That was evidenced in his first yea: at Wes(ern )
Kentucky Umvers:ty as a

history professor when he
lived in the dormitory for the -

Green from Trigg C‘ounty m'

It. was “also that summe.r-
that he first came to Broad-
way United -~ Methodist
Church as a visitor and ended
up teaching Sunday school
that very day, something he
did every week for the next
42 years.

“That’s why I be[ie\'e yau
were brought to us,” Bard said,

“His life and faith were etemally woven
together,” he said.

Tommy Holderfield lived a house down from
the Mintons most of his life, But he really began

to know them while he was a student at Western
Kentucky University and joined Sigma Alpha.

CC There wasn't
ezny one. thing, but
everything that made
him a great man.

He was jitst true,
gentle man. D3

— Tommy Holderfield
‘Neighbor and family friend

- “Thére wasn’t any one Lhmg, but cverything
“that inade -him a great man, Holderfield said

aﬂer the funeral service. He was justa true gen-

tie man.”

The two could spend a
half hour or longer talking
about life while at the mail-
box. They also’ could strike
up a conversation o cam-
pus, where: Thompson held
positions ranging. from pro-
fessor to vice president and
eventually, president of the
university. But all the while

" Minton considered himself
foremost . a teacher, Bard
said...

Students ﬂoc!\ed to him,
quickly filling his classes and

seeking his advice, Bard said.-

Now WKU President Gary Ransdell, also &
WEKU student with Holderfield, sought Minton's
advice in “all the imporiant” decisfons over a 15-
year-period of his life, Bard told the congrega-

tion. :
See MINTON, GA




From PagedA - e ' S
Minton’s life - from orphaned youth to WKU leadershlp remembered _

““He credits Minkon as ‘belng a friend and mentor “Buf he kinows of him through others in the con-
... in all those significant decisions,” Bard said of - gregation and Minion’s grandsen, John D, Mmton

. realized,

: The funaial process' n drives toward the gravesnte ol Johin D, Min!_onSr,,

dunng agrav331da ceremony al Falrviei Cemetery.

Ransdeli, who was among those snmn g 'DJBSdﬂy in ', who is in his Sunday school clags. -
the packed ciurch. me ‘what he, has leamed :since ‘joining Lhe
Bard said Mmto church Hargis said He greatly respects Minton. -
N While: Minton' was orphaned, God didn’t leave

Warren County Deputy Sheriff Randy Hargts him to his own, but surronaded him with Iove and

mﬂucnce was grealer lhan he_.

, said he has been-a member -of Broadway United . opportunities, Bard said, Minten also won't leave

Methodist: for just ihree years and dldnt oiow-  those around him “prphaned,” but ralherhlslcgacy

‘Minion personally. =~ “ - wilthelp sustain them, he said.” .




