
ANALYSIS OF SOIL LEAD LEVELS IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT OF A SOUTH 
CENTRAL KENTUCKY CITY 

A Thesis 

Presented to 

The Faculty of the Department of Public Health 

Western Kentucky University 

Bowling Green, Kentucky 

In Partial Fulfillment 

Of the Requirements for the Degree 

Master of Public Health 

By 

Robert Jason Cummins 

August 2003 



ANALYSIS OF SOIL LEAD LEVELS IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT OF A SOUTH 
CENTRAL KENTUCKY CITY 

SOM/q3 

Dean, Graduate Studies and Research Date 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I would like to thank the residents of the homes that I sampled for allowing me to 

come into their yard and play in their dirt for a while. This research is just as much for 

you as it is for me, and I hope the results prove beneficial in the future. I would also like 

to thank Rose Hullett and her staff at the Ogden Environmental Lab. Thank you for your 

help and for letting me use your equipment. 

To my friends and family, thank you for always being there when I needed you and 

always believing in me. To my mom, thank you for being my mom and my friend. You 

have been my strength for many years. From you I have learned that you get back up 

after you fall and you keep going when times get tough. You embody so much that I 

hope to be one day. To Aunt Carole, thanks for taking over where Grandmama left off. 

Thanks for making me laugh just about every time I spend time with you. To my friend 

Bridget, thanks for going through this experience with me at the same time. We always 

seem to find the funny in virtually nothing. Thanks for all your help. To Michael, thanks 

for being my best friend. You have been a rock from which I draw strength. Thanks for 

pushing me to be all that you see in me. To Torta and Forda, thanks for distracting me at 

just the right time. 

Finally I want to thank the members of my thesis committee. To Dr. Dennis George, 

thanks for providing words of encouragement. Thank you for your comments and 

suggestions. To Dr. Rod Handy, thanks for helping make this fun. Thank you for 

allowing me to go out on my own but for being there when I needed you. And to Dr. 

Marilyn Gardner, thank you for believing in me and pushing me when I didn't want to be 

pushed. Thank you for seeing in me things that I had yet to see. Thank you for allowing 

iii 


