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Manuscripts & Folklife Archives 
Special Collections Library 

Department of Library Special Collections 
Western Kentucky University 

Bowling Green, KY 42101-1092  
 

Descriptive Inventory 
 

FA 166 RUFF, Joseph Carl 
 

1 box.  53 folders.  55 items.  Tape indexes and cassette tapes (26).  1993-1994. 
 

1994.163.1 
 
 

COLLECTION NOTE 

 

  This project, “African American Education in South Central Kentucky, 1920 – 1960”, 
was conducted by Joseph Carl Ruff, and includes 26 interviews with African Americans who 
were students, teachers and/or administrators in segregated schools in south central Kentucky.  
Their first-hand accounts provide a unique perspective on the evolution of the education of 
African Americans in the region.  Each interview reflects the determination of a people to 
overcome the obstacles created by a flawed doctrine, ‘separate but equal’, to achieve success, 
and for many of the interviewees, to become community leaders as teachers and school 
administrators.  This project was funded by a grant from the Kentucky Oral History Commission. 
 
 

SHELF LIST 
 
BOX 1 African American Education in South  1993-1994  55 Items 
  Central Kentucky, 1920 - 1960 

 
Folder 1  Inventory, tape inventory, and project report 1994   3 items 
   on African American education in south  
   central Kentucky from 1920-1960 

 
Folder 2  Tape index of interview with James O.   Mar. 5, 1993  1 item 

  McKinney      
 
Folder 3  Tape index of interview with Margaret E.  Mar. 5, 1993  1 item 
   Munday 
Folder 4  Tape index of interview with Lenore Foulks Mar. 12, 1993 1 item 
 
Folder 5  Tape index of interview with A. R. Lasley May 11, 1993 1 item 
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Folder 6  Tape index of interview with Ernest and  May 11, 1993 1 item 
   Willa Mae Bell 
 
Folder 7  Tape index of interview with Clarence E.  May 12, 1993 1 item 
   Gamble  
 
Folder 8  Tape index of interview with George Edward May 21, 1993 1 item 
   Esters, Jr. 
 
Folder 9  Tape index of interview with Booker T.   May 24, 1993 1 item 
   Tisdale, Sr. and Jesse Tisdale 
 
Folder 10 Tape index of interview with Bertha Mae  May 26, 1993 1 item 
   (Mills) Morehead 
 
Folder 11 Tape index of interview with Bettye Mae   May 26, 1993 1 item 
   (Yates) Quarles 
 
Folder 12 Tape index of interview with Odessa (Major) May 26, 1993 1 item 
   Chestine 
 
Folder 13 Tape index of interview with Interview with May 27, 1993 1 item 
   Frank Otha Moxley 
 
Folder 14 Tape index of interview with Martha  June 14, 1993 1 item 
   Lee (Hines) McGuire 
 
Folder 15 Tape index of interview with Herbert  June 15, 1993 1 item 
   Alexander Oldham 
 
Folder 16 Tape index of interview with Nona Elvina June 16, 1993 1 item 
   (Paige) Britt 
 
Folder 17 Tape index of interview with Jasper L. V.  June 17, 1993 1 item 
   Woods 
 
Folder 18  Tape index of interview with Tommie Lee Aug. 25, 1993 1 item 
   “Bertha” Stovall 
 
Folder 19 Tape index of interview with Jessie Mozella Aug. 25, 1993 1 item 
   (Tisdale) Smith  
 
 
Folder 20 Tape index of interview with Willie Belle  Aug. 27, 1993 1 item 
  (Dickerson) Bibb and John Ella Dickerson  
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Folder 21 Tape index of interview with Hettie Louise Aug. 28, 1993 1 item 
  (Wells) Griffey  
 
Folder 22 Tape index of interview with George  Aug. 28, 1993 1 item 
  Ella (Bell) Glass and Robert Bell 
 
Folder 23 Tape index of interview with Mart Long  Aug. 28, 1993 1 item 
 
Folder 24 Tape index of interview with Giles Buford Aug. 30, 1993 1 item 
  and Margaret (Depp) Page 
 
Folder 25 Tape index of interview with Effie (Carter) Aug. 31, 1993 1 item 
  Willis 
 
Folder 26 Tape index of interview with James  Sept. 1, 1993  1 item 
  Bransford 
 
Folder 27 Tape index of interview with Raymond  Sept. 1, 1993  1 item 
  Fishback 
 
Folder 28 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with James O. Mar. 5, 1993  1 cassette 
   McKinney 
 
Folder 29 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Margaret E. Mar. 5, 1993  1 cassette 
   Munday 
 
Folder 30 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Lenore  Mar. 12, 1993 1 cassette 
   Foulks 
 
Folder 31 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with A. R.  May 11, 1993 1 cassette 
   Lasley 
 
Folder 32 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Ernest and May 11, 1993 1 cassette 
   Willa Mae Bell 
 
Folder 33 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Clarence E. May 12, 1993 1 cassette 
   Gamble 
 
Folder 34 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with George  May 21, 1993 1 cassette 
   Edward Esters, Jr. 
 
Folder 35 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Booker T. May 24, 1993 1 cassette 
   Tisdale, Sr. and Jesse Tisdale 
 
Folder 36 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Bertha   May 26, 1993 1 cassette 
   Mae (Mills) Morehead 
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Folder 37 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Bettye Mae  May 26, 1993 1 cassette 
   (Yates) Quarles 
 
Folder 38 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Odessa May 26, 1993 1 cassette 
   (Major) Chestine 
 
Folder 39 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Frank  May 27, 1993 1 cassette 
   Otha Moxley 
 
Folder 40 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Martha  June 14, 1993 1 cassette 
   Lee (Hines) McGuire 
 
Folder 41 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Herbert  June 15, 1993 1 cassette 
   Alexander Oldham 
 
 
Folder 42 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Nona   June 16, 1993 1 cassette 
  Elvina (Paige) Britt 
 
Folder 43 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Jasper  June 17, 1993 1 cassette 
  L. V. Woods 
 
Folder 44 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Tommie Aug. 25, 1993 1 cassette 
  Lee “Bertha” Stovall 
 
Folder 45 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Jessie   Aug. 25, 1993 1 cassette 
  Mozella (Tisdale) Smith  
 
Folder 46 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Willie  Aug. 27, 1993 1 cassette 
  Belle (Dickerson) Bibb and John Ella  

Dickerson  
 

Folder 47 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Hettie  Aug. 28, 1993 1 cassette 
  Louise (Wells) Griffey 
 
Folder 48 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with George  Aug. 28, 1993 1 cassette 
  Ella (Bell) Glass and Robert Bell 
 
Folder 49 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Mart  Aug. 28, 1993 1 cassette 
  Long 
 
Folder 50 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Giles  Aug. 30, 1993 1 cassette 
  Buford and Margaret (Depp) Page 
 
Folder 51 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Effie  Aug. 31, 1993 1 cassette 
  (Carter) Willis 
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Folder 52 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with James  Sept. 1, 1993  1 cassette 
  Bransford 
 
Folder 53 Ruff, Joseph Carl, Interview with Raymond Sept. 1, 1993  1 cassette 
  Fishback 
 
 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD 

 
FA   RUFF, Joseph Carl       1993               
166   
   Project titled “African American education in  
  south central Kentucky, 1920-1960.”  Interviews with  
  twenty-nine African Americans regarding their experiences  
  as students and teachers in fourteen Kentucky counties.  

  1 box.  53 folders.  55 items.  Cassette tapes (26) and  
 tape indexes. 

  1994.163.1  
 
 
SUBJECT ANALYTICS 
 
Adair County – History     B1,F5,31 
African Americans – Education – Adair County     B1,F5,31 
African Americans – Education – Barren County     B1,F24,26,50,52 
African Americans – Education – Christian County     B1,F5,11-12,17,31,37-38,43 
African Americans – Education – Daviess County     B1,F19,45 
African Americans – Education – Edmonson County     B1,F24,50 
African Americans – Education – Hart County     B1,F5,31 
African Americans – Education – Larue County     B1,F5,31 
African Americans – Education – Logan County     B1,F2,4,6-7,9-10,14,18-20,22-23,28-30, 

32-33,35-36,40,44-46,48-49 
African Americans – Education – Perry County     B1,F16,42 
African Americans – Education – Simpson County     B1,F7,9,17-18,25,35,43-44,51 
African Americans – Education – Todd County     B1,F10,21-23,36,47-49 
African Americans – Education – Trigg County     B1,F12,38 
African Americans – Education – Warren County     B1,F2,7-9,13,15-17,24,27-28,34-35,39, 

41-43,50-51,,53 
African American teachers – Adair County     B1,F5,31 
African American teachers – Barren County     B1,F24,26,50,52 
African American teachers – Christian County     B1,F5,11-12,31,37-38 
African American teachers – Hart County     B1,F5,16,31,42 
African American teachers – Logan County     B1,F2,4,6-7,9,14,20,29-30,32-33,35,40,46 
African American teachers – Salaries     B1,F10,13,15,21,25,36,39,41,47,51 
African American teachers – Simpson County     B1,F17,25,43,51 
African American teachers – Todd County     B1,F10,21-23,36,47-49 
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African American teachers – Warren County     B1,F2,8,13,15-17,27,28,34,39,41-43,53 
Attucks High School – Hopkinsville    B1,F11-12,21,37-38,47 
Barren County – History     B1,F24,26,50,52 
Bell, Ernest L., 1923-2004 (Informant)     B1,F6,32 
Bell, Robert (Informant)     B1,F22,48 
Bell, Willa Mae (Informant)     B1,F6,32 
Bibb, Willie Belle (Dickerson), 1901-2002 (Informant)     B1,F20,F46 
Bond-Washington School – Elizabethtown     B1,F5,31 
Booker T. Washington Elementary School – Hopkinsville, 1946-1972     B1,F5,31 
Bowling Green Academy – Bowling Green     B1,F2,13,15-16,28,39,41-42 
Bransford, James Mathew, 1918-2002 (Informant)     B1,F26,52 
Britt, Nona Elvina (Paige), 1912-2009     B1,F16,42 
Cedar Grove School – Russellville     B1,F14,40 
Chestine, Odessa (Major), 1913-2007 (Informant)     B1,F12,38 
Christian County – History     B1,F5,11-12,31,37-38 
Corporal punishment of children – Adair County     B1,F5,31 
Corporal punishment of children – Barren County     B1,F26,52 
Corporal punishment of children – Christian County     B1,F5,31 
Corporal punishment of children – Logan County    B1,F3-4,6-7,9,14,19-20,29-30,32-33,35,40, 

45-46 
Corporal punishment of children – Todd County     B1,F23,49 
Corporal punishment of children – Warren County     B1,F2,28 
Dickerson, John Ella, b. 1904 (Informant)     B1,F20,46 
Diddle, Edgar Allen, 1895-1970 – Mentioned     B1,F13,39 
Edmonson County – History     B1,F24,50 
Esters, George Edward, Jr., 1941-2005 (Informant)     B1,F8,34 
Fishback, Raymond, 1911-2000 (Informant)     B1,F27,53 
Foulks, Lenore, 1906-2007 (Informant)     B1,F4,30 
Gamble, Clarence E., b. 1943 (Informant)     B1,F7,33 
Glass, George Ella (Bell), 1919-2006 (Informant)     B1,F22,48 
Griffey, Hettie Louise (Wells), 1905-2004 (Informant)     B1,F21,47 
High Street High School – Bowling Green, 1957-1966     B1,F8,13,24,34,39,50 
Knob City School – Logan County     B1,F4,9,14,19-20,29-30,35,40,45-46 
Ku Klux Klan – Logan County – comments about     B1,F14,40 
Ku Klux Klan – Warren County – comments about     B1,F2,28 
Lasley, A. R., b. 1908 (Informant)     B1,F5,31 
Lincoln High School – Franklin     B1,F25,51 
Logan County – History     B1, F2-4,6-7,9,14,18-,20,28,29,30,32-33,35,40,44-46 
Long, Mart, 1910-1997     B1,F23,49 
Lincoln Institute of Kentucky – Shelby County     B1,F4,30 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Related to     B1,F26,52 
McGuire, Martha Lee (Hines), 1917-1995 (Informant)     B1,F14,40 
McKinney, James O., 1917-2008 (Informant)     B1,F2,28 
Morehead, Bertha Mae (Mills),1906-1999 (Informant)     B1,F10,36 
Moxley, Frank Otha, 1908-2004 (Informant)     B1,F13,39 
Munday, Margaret E., b. 1936 (Informant)     B1,F3,29 
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Oldham, Herbert Alexander, b. 1932 (Informant)     B1,F15,41 
One-room schools – Christian County     B1,F12,38 
One-room schools – Logan County     B1,F2,4,6-7,14,18-20,29-30,32-33,40,44-46 
One-room schools – Todd County     B1,F10,21,23,36,47,49 
One-room schools – Trigg County     B1,F12,38 
One-room schools – Warren County     B1,F2,13,16,28,39,42 
Page, Giles Bluford, 1918-2001 (Informant)     B1,F24,50 
Page, Margaret (Depp), b. 1924 (Informant)     B1,F24,50 
Quarles, Bettye Mae (Yates), 1912-1998 (Informant)     B1,F11,37 
Race relations – Christian County     B1,F5,11-12,31,37-38 
Race relations – Edmonson County     B1,F24,50 
Race relations – Logan County     B1,F3,4,-,7,9,14,17-18,20,29-30,32-33,35,40,43-44,46 
Race relations – Todd County     B1,F10,21,23,36,47,49 
Race relations – Warren County     B1,F2,8,13,17,27-28,34,39,43,53 
Rosenwald Schools – Russellville     B1,F14,18,20,40,44,46 
Ruff, Joseph Carl, b. 1965 (Interviewer)     B1,F2-53  
Rural schools      B1,F2-53 
School administrators – Christian County     B1,F5,31 
School administrators – Logan County     B1, F7,20,33,46 
School administrators – Todd County     B1,F10,21,36,47 
School administrators – Warren County     B1,F8,13,15,34,39,41 
School children – Transportation – Adair County     B1,F5,31 
School children – Transportation – Barren County     B1,F26,52 
School children – Transportation – Christian County     B1,F5,11-12,31,37-38 
School children – Transportation – Logan County     B1,F3-4,6,7,9,14,29,30,32-33,35,44 
School children – Transportation – Todd County     B1,F10,22,36,48 
School children – Transportation – Warren County     B1,F2,8,13,15,17,27,28,34,39,41,43,53 
School integration – Barren County     B1,F26,52 
School Integration – Christian County     B1,F5,11-12,17,31,37-38,43 
School integration – Logan County     B1,F2,4,6,7,18,20,29-30,32-33,44,46 
School integration – Simpson County     B1,F25,51 
School integration – Todd County     B1,F10,21-22,36,47-48 
School integration – Warren County     B1,F2,8,13,15,17,27,28,34,39,41,43,53 
Schools – Auburn     B1,F3,9,18,29,35,44 
Schools – Adair County     B1,F5,31 
Schools – Bowling Green     B1,F8-9,13,15-17,24,27,34-35,39,41-43,50,53 
Schools – Christian County     B1,F5,11-12,17,31,37-38,43 
Schools – Edmonson County     B1,F24,50 
Schools – Elkton     B1,F10,36 
Schools – Franklin     B1,F25,51 
Schools – Glasgow     B1,F24,26,50,52 
Schools – Hart County     B1,F5,16,31,42 
Schools – Hopkinsville     B1,F5,11-12,17,31,37-38,43 
Schools – Logan County     B1,F2-4,6,7,14,18-20,28-30,32-33,40,44-46 
Schools – Perry County     B1,F16,42 
Schools – Shelby County     B1,F4,30 



8 

 

FA 166 Manuscripts & Folklife Archives – Special Collections Library – Western Kentucky University 
 

Schools – Simpson County     B1,F,9,17,25,35,43,51 
Schools – Todd County     B1,F10,21-22,36,47-48 
Schools – Warren County     B1,F2,8-9,13,15-16,27,28,34-35,39,41-42,53 
Segregation in education – Adair County     B1,F5,31 
Segregation in education – Barren County     B1,F26,52 
Segregation in education – Christian County     B1,F5,11-12,31,37-38 
Segregation in education – Edmonson County     B1,F24,50 
Segregation in education – Logan County     B1,F3-4,6-7,9,18,29-30,32-33,35,44 
Segregation in education – Simpson County     B1,F25, 51 
Segregation in education – Todd County     B1,F10,21-22,36,47-48 
Segregation in education – Warren County     B1,F2,8,13,15,17,27-28,34,39,41,43,53 
Simpson County – History     B1,F17,25,43,51 
Smith, Jessie Mozella (Tisdale), 1903-1998     B1,F19,45 
State Street High School – Bowling Green     B1,F2,8,13,15,24,27-28,34,39,41,50,53 
Stovall, Tommie Lee “Bertha”, 1917-1995     B1,F18,44 
Tisdale, Booker T.,1910-2002 (Informant)     B1,F9,35 
Tisdale, Jesse (Informant)     B1,F9,35 
Todd County – History     B1,F10,21-22,36,47-48 
Warren County – History     B1,F2,8,13,15,17,27-28,34,39,41,43,53 
Western Kentucky University – Race relations, 1958-1965     B1,F3,8,29,34 
Willis, Effie (Carter), 1926-2005 (Informant)     B1,F25,51 
Woods, Jasper L. V., 1909-1995 (Informant)     B1,F17,43 
 
 
Harper/Jeffrey   10/03/2012 
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