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DEDICATION 

I grew up with the notion that women can be anything or go anywhere and that college 
wasn't an option; the only choice to make was which school to attend. She's unique, one 
of the first women to graduate with an agriculture degree from Western and the 
inspiration for me to have chosen the same field. Women with degrees in agriculture in 
1974 were not exactly plentiful and neither was the job market, so she did what she 
could, raised her babies, and when the youngest started kindergarten, off to school she 
went as well. She fought her way through raising four kids and finishing her nursing 
degree and when it was said and done, she took a job of mid nights so she could be with 
us throughout the day. Throughout childhood, adolescence, and my early stages of 
adulthood she has yet to relieve herself of any duties as a parent, caregiver, and now 
friend; she is my cheerleader when the game has long been over. This thesis is dedicated 
to my mother, Melody Edwards Canty, for instilling in me the determination to conquer 
the world, the sensibility to keep a clear head, and the passion for gardening. For 
everything that I am and have the potential to be, I thank you. 
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