
(Sta t e lne nt Ill a d e to th e Bo a rd of R egents of ' 'Ve s t e rn K e ntucky 
University by Kelly Thornpson , Presid e nt, Ivla y 21 , 1969) 

It i s with nlUc h r eg r et that I submit to the Board of Reg ent s my resig-

nation as President of Western K e ntucky University, effective with the 

opening of the 1969- 70 school year in S e ptembe r . 

It is lny cOllviction that for its future best int e r ests Weste rn should 

h ave at the helm. a young e r lnan who, with all of the other nec essary attributes, 

h as the physical res e rve to provid e the vigo rous and dynami c l eadership 

which the preside ncy requir e s and which Western d e s e rve s. For some tilne 

I h ave b een dissatisfie d w ith my physical condition and gradua lly h a ve become 

conv inc ed tha t I no longer h ave what I consid e r to be the necessary physical 

stamina . 

My wife and I both will enter the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnes ota, 

n ext week . Th e timing of this statement with our visit there is coincide ntal, 

however , as arr a ngenle nts for our complete but norn,al clinic a l investiga-

tions were made seve ral weeks ago by our family physician, Dr. W . R. 

McConnack . 

All major decisions which I h ave made as p re sident have b een based 

upon a formula in which a ll possibl e evide nce is analyze d in the light of a ll 

possibl e perspectives of th e problem. Over many past lnonth s I hav e u se d 

and r eus e d this same forrnula in arriving at thi s d ec ision, which, as you 

might suspect , h as b een the most diHicult of my career. 



This d ecision was rnad e p a rtia lly l ast f all. when I d eternl.ined that I would 

t ake thi s action either thi s year or next , depen ding upon the progre ss toward 

top-priority university obj ec tives with which ITIy colleagues and I were invol v e d. 

Through the h ard work of these coll eagues and with th e coope r a tion of many 

fri ends , pr ac tically a ll of these objectives h ave b ec om e , or SOOI1 w ill b ecome , 

r ealiti es . The followin g exampl es in foul' of t h e Bl a in cate gories are illus-

tr ative : 

1 . Th e acade lTI ic pictur e at Western i s now in it s all-time sharpest 

focu s . Tod ay ' s agenda includes n ew propo sal s for acadenl.ic progress , and 

additional academi c str ength ening will b e compl e t e d b e tween now and S ep-

t emb e r through th e Coun cil of D eans and the Academic Council. The ITIachinery 

is in exi s t ence for r e pres e ntative d e liberation and acti on to provid e fo r con-

tinuing r evi ew and updating in this a ll - important area . 

2 . The A ssoc i a t e d Student s , Weste rn's student gove rnnl.ent organi za-

tion , is completing it s most succ essful y ear . I am confident that it s future 

c an b e one of con tinuing effec tive n ess in contributing to student welfare within 

the institution . 

3 . The most cOlTIprehens ive and th e b e st budget in th e history of 

Weste rn h as b een c omple t e d and is r eady to go into e ff e ct July 1. 

4 . An impr essive numb e r of advances in physical facilities during the 

y ear h as. now placed W es t e rn in a highly stre ngthe ned position for th e futur e: 

A cadernic Conl.pl ex , hou s ing hOlTI e economics , 
h ealth clinic , nur s ing , a nd television- - - - - - compl e ted 

Van M et e r Hall Renovation- n ear ing completio n 

Old Libr a ry R enovation 
(Gordon Wilson H a ll) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - n earing compl e tion 

Subsu rface Maste l' Pl an Investigation- - - - - - - n earin g con. pletion 
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L a bor a tory School- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - n ear ing compl.e tion 

Educ a tion Cornplex - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - n ea ring compl e tion 

Univers ity C ente r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - u nder cons truction 

27-Story Dorrnitory-

Beautific a tion of calupu s su rruu it , 
including o ld fort, a nd th e addition 

under con s truc tion 

of upper- and l ower-le ve l plazas - - - - - - - - unde r cons truc tion 

1,000- Unit P a rking Structur e- - - - - - - - - - - contract b ein g pr e pare d 

Gradua t e Cente r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - plans out for bids 

E xpansion of AlUluni C e nte r and 
Placement Bureau, including h ome 
for College H e ights Found a tion 

Fine Arts C e nte r - - - -

Supply-S e rvic es Building 

sche dul e d for bid s 

plans in fin a l stage 

plans in fina l stage 

The school year now draw ing to a clo se has cliluaxe d an extended p e riod 

of progress, and W est e rners eve rywhere h a v e a right to b e proud . I know 

b ette r than anyone e l se that such progr e ss could not h ave b ee n luade h a d it 

not b een for the coope rative efforts of many groups and indiv idua l s. 

The Reg e nts who h ave se rve d during this p e riod of u nprecedented ex-

p ans ion h ave h ad one continuing charac t er i stic , that of vision. Without such 

vision, tog e the r with the w is e c ounsel and l eadership which have COl11.e from 

the Bo a rd, such progress woul d have b een imposs ible. 

Hundr e ds of m em b e rs of the f aculty and staff h ave given fr eely of the ir 

extra tilue and efforts and d ese rve unlin"lit e d cr e dit for th e advance luents . 

Thous a nds of stude nts h ave ITla d e p e rsonal contr ibutions ove r and a bove 

that which n"light h ave b een exp ec t e d, and th e ir e ffort s h ave b ee n a maj o r forc e 

in Western ' s achie ven, e nts. 
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AluIT1l1.i i n ITlany plac es by providing support a nd coope ration havc h ad 

grea.t influ e nce on th e deve loprnents which h ave takcn place . 

The administrative s t aff l ead e rs at Western h ave wo rked long and h ard 

and deserve Inore credit than could ever b e adequately expr essed in words. 

I know of no other unive rsity pres id ent who h as been ITlOre b l essed with com

petent, responsibl e , and d e dicate d co-worke rs. 

Countle ss friends of Western i n all walks of life a lso hav e contribute d 

significantly. 

To each of you now serving on the Board of Regents, I express ITly d eep 

and abiding appreciation . Western 1S rnost fortunate in having you as mem 

bers of its governing board. You are not onl y an exceedingly capable governing 

body , but a ll of us who work with you know of your cOlTlple t e d e dication. The 

spirit with which you have dir e cted ITl e and the many per sonal kindnesses that 

you have shown to ITl e and to my w ife magnify my gratitude as I subrTlit this 

r equest to be rel i eve d of the duties and responsibilities of the presidency. 

I wish to m .ention one iluportant agency within the univer sity which needs 

attention. The College Heights Foundation since 1923 has b een ITlOSt valuable 

in the l ife of Western through its stude nt loan program , its custodianship of 

schol ar ship funds , and its administr ation of other gifts for We ste rn ' s b e nefit. 

Whil e it continues to serve well , i t is very n1uch in ne e d of r edesign and up

dating s9 that it ITlay rende r an even greater service in the future . The officers 

and Directors of the Foundation Board , of which I alTl chairn1an , fully recog 

n i ze this need . 

During the unexpir e d portion of my pr csent term., I would b e h a ppy to 

rem.ain active on a part-tiITlC b as is for thi s purpo se , if you should so d es ire. 
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A t the sanle titTle , should you so d irect , I would t r y t o con"lpl e t e a proj ec t tha t 

would enabl e Weste rn to b e pr e p a r e d for ord e r l y exp a n s ion b e yond it s pr sent 

M aste r Plan . You will r ec all that such a project i s a r econ"lm e ndation i n th e 

Pr es ident's R e port of 1 965 . I r egret th a t s inc e 1 965 I have not h ad th e tin"le 

to d evelop thi s additional l ong-r ange planning . Before unde rtaking the s e re

spon s ibilitie s , how e ver , we would wan t to b e away for a sufficient p eriod of 

tin"le to h ave a cOInpl ete r est . 

In a f ew d a y s it will h ave b een forty y ears since Dr . H . H . Cher r y employed 

m e and starte d Iny career at W es t e rn . In a few months I w ill h aye completed 

fourteen y ear s as presid ent of W es t e rn. Through out a ll of these y ear s and 

i n e v e ry capacity in which I h ave served , i t h as b e e n Iny privil e ge to h ave b e en 

associa t e d w ith the finest p eopl e I could have eve r known--- - I h ave i nd e ed 

been a fortunate man. 
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