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PREFACE 

The United States government's investigation of Major 
Edward B. Stahlman's citizenship was a virtually unexplored 
topic before I started working on it. The investigation has 
been mentioned in a paragraph or less in several books. 
Besides this issue, scholars have yet to do a full 
examination of Stahlman the man, who as a railroad executive 
and publisher played an important part in Tennessee history 
from 1870 until his death in 1930. Not having left any 
personal papers, doing research on Stahlman is difficult, 
but more can be done. 

Dr. David D. Lee made the initial recommendation of 
Stahlman as a possible topic and then graciously took time 
from his busy schedule to serve as director of the project. 
His suggestions and comments aided me well. Serving as a 

valuable mentor for three years, Dr. Carlton Jackson 
provided thoughtful remarks on research and writing, too. 

If it had not been for James Summerville, who gathered 
and then donated the Department of Justice case file on 
Stahlman to the Tennessee State Library and Archives, this 
thesis would not have been possible. I am grateful for the 
Tennessee Historical Society's permission to reprint 
excerpts from the files. 

Thanks also goes to the TSLA's senior archivist Jay 
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