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Soybean [Glycine max (L.) Merr.] is a valuable source of 
edible food and organic nitrogen. Soybean cultivar development 
and cultural practices have been directed toward seed 
production rather than forage or green manure production. 
Recent environmental concerns have resulted in renewed 
interest in the use of organic matter in agriculture. 

The objective of the present investigation was to 
determine the effects of cultivar maturity differences and 
planting dates on biomass production of soybean. 

The research was conducted on the Western Kentucky 
University Farm in 1993. The experimental design was a split-
split-plot with four replications. The three planting dates 
(June 2, June 16, and July 6) were main-plots, the three 
harvest dates were split-plots, and the five cultivars were 
split-split-plots. The cultivars and their maturity groupings 
and areas of adaptation are as follows: 'McCall' (00, 
Minnesota), 'A2506' (II, Iowa), 'FFR561' (V, Kentucky), 
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