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"Purchase Of BRock
House Announce

: R i
Western’s purehase of the Rock

House, ab College and rFifteenlh
streets, for conversion inlo 2 men's

i dormitory. was announced on Aug-
Just 27 by president Paul L. Garrett.

The property hag a frontage of-
100 feect on College street angl ex-
tends 112 feet on Fifteenth strect.
At present there are m)proximately
35 men living in the house.

puring past years anir., and Mrs
Sam T, Rabold, the {former owners,
vented rooms in the building to
women students of the Cotiege.'

Purchase of the property, along

A with the Veterans Village and the

construction of parracks, is another
attempt on the part of the schoot
administraiton to alleviate the crit-
tenl housing shortage.

e
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. By Nancy M-ulon
,u you know -that the Rock-
]mul; {;’ a (lmmlur ¢ for girls own-

e(l bf lel n? It is and has been
.sinee- E.M ng&mn boughl It as
‘7 boys' dorm n 1946, Dr. and
Mrs. Hugh Gunderson were house
directors.  Mrs and Mrs, 1L B,
Clark were direciors from 1949 {o
1953 after it was changed to a
girls* dorm. }Mrs, Carolyn Seward,
{hird glade, feacher at College
ligh, is no?v house molher aud
has been gince 1953
Umm‘ql Backgrownd

Did you know that Rockhouse i

has a \.’er:,"§ wnusual background?
It was the fllst house in this sec-
tion"lo ;use the rock  that was
Dlasted from undernealh it,. The
Rev, Roy Mayhew buill the house
as it'is now."The original house
cwas surrounded by a rvock wall
“with large, flat, frregular, oblong
“stones, In bujldag the basement
many unau IFregular stones were
: blasted oul.5Mr. Will Murphy had
the Jdea that a beauliful house
ecould’ be' built with’ these irreg-
,u]nr ‘stoneg. ¥ This idea “was car-
{ ried out and it was the first house
to ‘be bujlt, of such. Today there
fare many iJike it here in Bowling
* Greeit incl\fghnu that of Mr. Xd
; Diddie. The’older the houses le-
came - the VU -more.  beantiful “the
slones will become also. The areh-
;iteet for- the house” was a Mr.
“Waller of . Hopkinsville and the
. contraclor ‘was the Warris Lum-
» ber Compayy,: of Bowling Green.
M is ts{vle(!sas a i\pe of Span-
: ish miseion, :

. Several- Girls Live There

{Approximately 150 girls  have
-lived al  Rockhouse in ihe last
Cfew’ years, Many of (hese givls
lived hore all the time they were
“enrollpd in colege. until they were
graduated, Some of thgqe girls
were: Jean Wimpy, Nancy Grow,
S Betty Chel, Doretha Nanson, Pat-
sy Riller,
. Bluart, Cordolia King, Mary Lee
Weir, Pat Winkle, oy  Crafton,
+ Mary Rachel Jlamsey, Rita ELynn
. Wouods, Faye Weller, Jenaie Lee
“Bryant, Joyvee Wood, Joan Lind-
soy, Marlene Hendrlek, Carol Ann
=Cheal, Pat: Smith, -Luey' Brend,
~and Shirley | Rilter. Laura Jane
tJohmson will “grandaie In June
"after spending  her “four  years
years hoere at Reckhouse, Twenty-
- five other gnls ale lmw residing
‘ here,

: " Teachers U‘m lt
b Mawny tleachers come Wack to
: Rockhouse - epch  sunjmer o " al-
“tend the summer session junlil
‘they gel their degree, L‘achbear
~{hey Jeave -their rogm ~depositito
hold' Hhiém @ room for-the| next
Tsunymer, Mrs, Ruth 17 ‘icolt, six-
lv clght years old, spent one swm-
“raer here and earncd enough ere-
tdit to feacl: on an emergency cer

¥

Ut ;zéua

Doris Garrison, Lavra“

(s %C.)P{ . % h()\,

Ay g T

imca(o mr lwa'yems unt:] she
retived, Her daughter nnq gramd-
davghter  also slﬂyu} q(xr Rouk-
house thal summner, oy

Through the yoars' liockhouqe

girls have been yecognize ;«,On
the eamnpus for honors™ and
awards,  This year Anita”Lije
and Marlha Combs were selectéd
for Who's Whe in Aserican qu-
legos awd Universilics, Tt
Resembles *()illtr Dorms §
Rockhouse is ivery much like!
{hc targer dornis except ihat ,tl

v ds mueh simaller” and there is laft

closer relationship among Lthe slu-
denls. Our soc .al diregtor, Mrs.,
Seward, is quite like a mother to’
us and a person to whomn we can,
take our problems. We have ihe
game rides and regutalions as the
other dorms, and they are en-
forced as in UI(‘ olhers, We h'wn
three counsclors. Une of our bif-
gest advanfages is our mail serv-
fee. We get it before neen and
just have {o walk {o the poreh for

We fake’ the papér-and (here
Is abtways the frantic seavch for
the fimnies if they are missing
from the Hving roony: We have
house mweetiogs and! dorm <devo-

tions on Thursday ni;,hl which
is also sheot mgh!
Hfold Povties
We usnally have {wo poarfies

during the year, this semoesier we
had a dmner-danee af Manhation
Towers., We have our mnmual
Christmas dinner and allerwards
the decorating of Lhe lree and
the dormy, There js. alse the long
standing cusfom of gelting up ol
540 p. m. and exchanging gils
and then having eoffee and dough-
nds e morning before we leave
for our Christmas Holiday, Tlome
coming is always an inleresting
tinse with alt (ke prepration for
the decoration amd the finishing
touches thar have {fo bhe made,

‘Al these liftle (hings will always

he remembered for making Rock-
Louse the lace (that it s,

‘v\
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Wiy inaou I Apots cover Em corners.
%m Cracks splif the warped walls,
Chipped paint and eracked floor
H. Hles 2dd to the atroosphere.” ©

= SN, N.._u_.:.ueoj Iyer, a grad-
, \ ' ymate student from’India, seid,

#55 *The Roek House is such a won-
.+ derful place. ... Somehow you
"' feel like a home.”

But that home s moving.

. Intermstional Student
+* . Services will be moving from the
C s fe

L “pnaie

Ant, _.bmﬁo_pm_ mﬁcmmbﬂm leavin

Rock House to former ?dn_aoan
Dero Downing's home on State
Street. International Programs
in Cherry Hall will also be mov-
ing to the new location.

University Attorney Deborah
Wilkins said the offices will be
located on the first and second
floors of the building before the
end of the semester. -

“They needed more space,

more room,” Wilkins said.

Also, by moving the offices to

a nicer location, the university

hopes to draw more internation-
al students, she said.

“We want! more emphasis on
internatibna! students.” Wilkins
said. "The move i1s designed to
enhance international studies
and encourage international
travel to emphasize the interna-
tional program,”

The Board of Regents
approved $40.000 for improve-
ments to the old president’s home.

Bidding contracts for painting and

general cosmetic construction

have not begun yet, Wilkins said.
After the international offices
move frdm the Rock House, the
anthropology department will
take over the offices. said
Richard Pace, an assistant

-anthropology professor.

The laboratory equipment
and artifacts previously stored in
the basement will be stored on
the upper floors. he said.

The move has not been publi-
cized because the renovations
have not started, ?Sunnns:n_

R

.'A X .

g their Western ‘home’

Student Adviser Kim Diehl said.

“The students are happy
because we're still a separate
entity ... but sad to be losing the
Rock zoc.s_.. she said. “It’s been
a standard for international stu-
dents ?_M.m long time.”

For mhany international stu-
dents, the Rock House has been
a place to meet other foreign stu-
dents, Diehl said.

“The Rock House has been
their home away from home.,”
she said,

-2 1176
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gizing and, according to the law, no one is
guilty,

Officers Sean Carroll, Kenneth Boss,
Edward McMellon and Richard
Murphy hugged each other and
silently left the courtroom last

I3
theni of 2 '

Not so siient, :o€m<ma s.mm
the world outside of the court-
room. Immediately, people
began to respond to the verdict.

Some whispered.

Some shouted.

Some wept.

How did Western Kentucky
University react?

Campus police are instruct-
ed to direct all questions from
the media to their public rela-
tions officer.

Capt, Mike Wallace, who handles v:.a-

lic relations for campus police, had very
little to say on the subject,

According to Wallace, the campus
police don’t have any opinions on this
case,

The bullets that hit Amadou Diallo
ripped through his spinal column, sever-
ing the main artery to his heart. His near-
ly lifeless body spun around and around
like the heads of his family and friends
when they heard the news of the acquit-
tal.,

Diallo fell to the ground. And he died.

“The courts have spoken,” Wallace
said.

There are 24 sworn officers on cam-
pus. None of them have anything to say?

“There was an exchange of gunfire,”
Wallace said. “A life was lost. It's unfor-
tunate.”

Wait a BEE@ ... an exchange of gun-
fire?

Given enough time, just about any-
thing can be found on the Internet. A new
car, a better job and any kind of wallet.
There are chain wallets, wallets with
badges, digital wallets used to order
items over the computer.

There are no wallets, however, that
are designed to exchange gunfire with
the NYPD.

Criminology professor James Kanan
said he had a feeling of “mixed surprise.”
Kanan said that he wasn't surprised the
officers were acquitted of second-degree
murder, however he was surprised they
weren't convicted of anything.

Not voluntary manslaughter,

Not involuntary manslaughter.

WNothing.

Kanan pointed out that it is hard to
make a judgment without sitting in the

Taylor Loyal
nas.sas.sa.

turbung.”

How can the police have s¢ much
power to begin with?

Kanan explained that in the past 40
years there has been a shift
toward giving the police more

(FarH

Sms&a E.::m us one ‘of gur Lo

.E.E nEESSonw unommmmon
said that we have created a clj-
mate where excessive police
force is more tolerable so long
as they are arresting the bad
guys.

In Room 106 of the fine arts
center, Carl Kell, communica-
tions professor, sits at his desk.

He is deep in thought. .

According to Kell, for the
police to respond in an extreme
manner is commonly under-
stood in American culture.

“This is just another example of police
overreacting to a perceived problem,”
Kell said.

Justin Dobring, a 22-year-old theater
student, is another of perhaps many on
campus who admits he knows very little
about the case. .

_“I didn't really see anything on the
news.”

- 'But he said he knows about the verdict
and he wonders what type of precedent it
will set, .

“They can get away with anything they
want to,” Dobring said.

Mehboob Aslam is a 31-year-old stu-
dent working on his MBA. Like Diailo,
Aslam is a Muslim and an immigrant.
Like Kell, Aslam admits he doesn’t know
much about the case, Like Dobring, he
worries what type of message this verdict
sends. .

Aslam said he is apprehensive that the
court decision is telling the community
that they can't trust the police and telling
the police that they can get away with
anything,

The concept of the peace officer com-
ing to get a cat out of a tree has been far
removed from society. Even uninformed,
unaware citizens are coming to the con-
clusion that the police and the courts are
no longer friends working in their favor,
but people and systems they should fear.

... very, very disturbing,” Kanan said.

“It’s like you are at their mercy,”
Aslam said.

“It just doesn’t seem fair,” Dobring
said.

“This is just another example,” Kell
said.

Taylor Loyal i3 a junior print journalism
major from Roanoke, Va.

authority, because moﬁm@ has”

o,

E DESATED 70 Kew Swir !

Save the Rock House, history

Dear President Gary Ransdell,
. Rumor has it that you intend to make a

decision that would result in the demolition .

of the Rock House. I ask you to consider sev-
eral ideas:

+ You would not hold 'your position if it
were not for the stu-
dents. Your Board of
Regents would not exist.
Your administrative
boards, your secre-.
taries, your very career
would not exist if it
were not for the stu-
dents. In your everyday
life, you are impounded
by all of these people
who want your atten-
tion. But they want
something in return for
what they give you.

Dennis W. Pencingtoa
Your students, your commentary
staff, your faculty, your
people want something sy

else.

4 I urge you to consider the importance of
the Rock House to this university. I will also
urge you to understand that it is unaccept-
able for some students to accept the ideology
that you actually have the power to deter-
mine which historic landmarks will stand

and which will fall.

+ ] also understand that you actually
want 0 do everything in your power to make
this university the “place to.be..I also
understand that vou spend an inordinate
amount of time for this university. I believe
in your loyalty.

+ There are enormous areas of concern
regarding the Rock House: its historic signif-
icance and the ability for this university to
forge ahead with a plan that both brings us
into a new world and at the same nEo n.@n
sures our past. 1

# There is a trend among today’s mEQ@nG
that suggests we discard all that came before
us because it is useless. I do not agree with
this ideology, nor do I agree with the idea
that the Rock House has become something
old that is mE.vQ in the way.

+ There is a difference between § Hnoﬂ.oum
and progression.

+ Finally, there is the idea that suggests
to us that people are more comfortable when
we honor events than when we dedicate
events that remember loss alone.

As a student, I urge vou to reconsider the,
demolition of the Rock House. As a citizen, 1
urge to remember that you are not the only
one voting.

Dennis W. Pennington is a senior history
and anthropology double major from Sonora, '

College Heights Herald * Tuesday, March 28, 2000 Page 5

T R

P it g




	Western Kentucky University
	TopSCHOLAR®
	1-1-2012

	UA1F WKU Archives Vertical File - Rock House
	WKU Archives
	Recommended Citation



