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V_oH Y2

At the end of this scholestic yesr, T shall hevs been

connected with the edministrition of sn institubion of lesrning
at Dowling Creen,ny netive city for foriy-one yerrs. ihl@s in
reality,isz the only pesition I heve held in my 1lifes. It 1s netural
for ¢ men who haeg been soblwe in Life and who has resched my age

think over the pest, Lo consider the bestuse of his remaining
vesrs and to zive & 1i%tle time to a consideration of the temperaw
ture of the uaknown wrlde rrwﬁ the time I wes elight years old
sixty yesrs ago uniil now, [ have pever known enything but a
strenuous life,one Filled with confliet , Tosponsibility and
sufferinga. I have never beep interested in the past, in
femily history , in recopds, in greveyards, in monuments and in
tonbshones. I heve not hed snd do pot now have much soncern sbout
the 1ife *hat resehes heyond this wmorld, but T em interested in life,
ead expeeially younp 1ife in this worlde 1 cameto my office et 2:00
this moraing when the community oppesred to be aslesp end | got to
thinting ond writing e 1ittle chout ny experiences during the pest

'“’ <
fortr-one yesvs, I em giving below the result.

1.

oured 2 new corrber and orgenized %he Howiing Green
Businsss Uoll in 1832, forbtyeons yesrs age, lhe
Sehool commenced without loeal in eras%a confidence

oy supnort ond was very zoverly osriticizsd ane even
anbagonized by the local citizenshine The lowal
sommunity hed ao PQEfid e in the success of its
progrom snd did nobhing i

to ald 1t in itks ={forks

to sussesd. They evon put meny cobsbacles in 1ts wey.
T heve somebimes asked mysslf the guestion, “why did
the people of Bowling freen meke 1t go bard for us

to suacaed

/

2o Dut of bwenty-eight students enrolled in the fall of
1882, uut one, s fer as T lnow come ss5 a rosult of the :
good will of the 014 Southern dormal Sehools The Husie l
ness ape really inherited a temporsry liability T
from the 0ld Sgubhern Hlormel Hehools :

5 The 01d Zouthern Hormel wol was & piloneer in the
gerly sduecetionsl d@vclaym;nt of the steis. It nede
a rish sontributt n to public educetinn. Yhen 1t closed w
ity doers in 1891 it left in Bowling Green an almost
unbasrable public projudice and oppomition thel mede

our efforts to orpenize o new institubion an almost i '
impossible tusk, The new institution did not esk ,
Bowlinz Gresn for one cect. It only desired moral sup- oL ;

port. 1%t only eaked the privilege of livin: in Bowling
Green and beiny & worker for a betler communlby. Why
this condition should heve been made s purt of our
experiences 1z 411 loult to understend.




i

‘Phig sititude on the pert of the eiltidzens of Bowling

Green , conbtimaed for meny yeers meking the task in

every wey Aifficult. The situation became Ho seticus
thet it hbeceme necessery Lo eppesl to the courds for
protection. Feeulby snd students wore insulted on

the stroets snd even in the churchess, Uf course

thess things should be forgotten and pessed by ss typleal
experiences thet enter inte every :etlve life, buk
somehow as 1 think baek over & pericd of Foriy-one

yerrs of toil end secrifice end the gifficulties en=-
countered, I wonder awmetimes why this comdition ghould
heve sxisted, AL eny veta, I sw thinking todey that

i4 tekes « reel christien to keep his bemper and hi
faith in this world of numercus types o lumenilby.

5
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In 1895 we declded to resurrect the 0Ld Southern
Hormal Sehool, to rewincorporate wai'er the neme of the
Southern Hormel School snd the DPowling Green Business
Uollege., This policy wes fevorsd end sirried sub bocanss
rmany students who entered st thet time for buginess brainiag,
needed e preperation they dic not heve end bhessuse Lhere
wag ¢ conbagion , an interest end feselsmetlon in the
thoupht of #reining teschers whe would Lessh ehxildren
of Xentucky. This was r worthy declsion. mvidently
meberial metives did not sonbrol 1t.

Tha ‘outhern formal fchool wus ¢ losing proposillion
but & cresl contributicn o educntion snd tu the work of
sdvancin;: sduo:tional,professionsl snd scadenic standardse
The profits made in the Bowling Ureen Dusiness Unilepeings.
used to finence the losses on the Hormal School, ‘his

conbinued until the Southern Hormsl SBchool becmme e State
snatibution. Whet were the motives that prompied this fi-
noncial ssorifice? They certeinly were not mercsrnarye

The school grew end beepme & recl influence in dige
seminating the idesls and prineiples of universel educetion
in the South and in the devslopment of » unified public
achool system. ‘e realize that the work the instifution
nas done in earrying odusation, light sad inspirstion to
the ehildren of the Commonuealth should be & satisfactory
reward to eny resl Auneriesn, bubt I must admit at this lete
deke that this king of & vewerd tries your faith end cells
on you tossek the mountain top for e new courspe snd in-
apiration . This is especielly true when & man 18 gimbye
eipht veers of sge and begina to wonder whother he will
pe ¢ charity in old ege and whether his femily will heve the
necossities of life ,4if he should die.
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On the night of Howvember 15,1899 the sechool bullding

was destroyed by fire. The buildings, scuool furniture,
equipnent, records and sll other properiy were desiroyed.
The school wes heavily in debt following the loss sug=
tained by the fire. 1t owed aboubt 16,000 and was withoud
matériel assets. Hol counting the godd will of the inw
stitution, the sleepinz gown | hed on when T alimbed

down the post from the seeond story ef the burn'ng
building, wes eboul all thet was left of the institution.
There wes no insurence on the property caused by the
failure of the insurance sgent to renew the pelicles when
they expired sad by not nobifying the insured of their
arpiraticg. '

Tn thinking wer forty=one yeers of 1ife end sacrie
fine, the derkest day in the 1ifs of the instlituslon wes
wes the wne foltowing She fire. The publie did not lmow

&

it, but I was in reelity a benkrupt and the sohool wes &

pankrupbe [Thi: wns concealed from the public. 1 think
the decephion was Justiiieds ;

= mnd eix on ths morning

one sad greetly droubled,

Lo pontinue the instituation.
/ ) tine 1f T were not ‘ngane
when the desigion wes nade. 4 T would like to kaow lodey
18 why I meds it for it tekes reel religlon to susiain the
decision.

At this tise the big railmey companios Hagt
Jwere selling the big econcmic apporiunitles of aot

%o the Baste One of the railwey systems thet hed sumerous
Tines ia the Vest hed confidence in my ebility fo sell an
article to the publie, It hed heard of the fire snd es
result I received a letter frum the railwey compeny offering
me $5600,00 ammually with sssurences of real prompilon, 4o
teke charge of an advertising oi'fice leculed in BtaLunlise
Bven te this day I find myself saking the ques
did I turn down this offer®y It could not he
BErSeTHuryY R8O, . ) B

EAS. LU R
Lhor, why
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Followin. the fire, I teck out 555,000 worth of
temporery life insurance and went to = bank in Bowling
Green and susceeded after considerable effort in borrowing
£5000.00 for the purpose of meebting the emergency needs of
the insbitution end to keep it {rom golng upon the rocks.
The sehool mes opensd in Lhe business secbion of th. eliy.
The following vear wes a real nightmere that I sannot
forgeta '




ol

13a The people of Powling Creen hed seemingly become
interested in the school end willing to help save it,but
not watil committess of lemding citizens fepresenting
sompereial clubs irom Hopkinsville,Owensbore and other
pleces waited on me and cssured me that they would
provide buildings sud other acoomodetions,provided 1 would
spree o move the schools The funny thing ebout the whole
experience was the brotherly love snd interest manifested
by the people alfter they hovrd what was going on in Hopkinge
ville ;Uwensboro and other pleces, I stayed with wy native
town. 1 kept faith w th those pleces seeking the schonl
by tellins them frenkly that I would nﬂﬁ do onything unbil
QLtar T kmew wiet Sowling Crogn would dog

1éq In order To provide for the neods of the institution
the - Southern LQUG@uiGH'l Suilicing Company was orgenised

and lncorporated.  Suificient sbock was sold to restore snd
enledge the eollege buildings end equip them for the resunpe
tion of instruction. Uhe *ask of raising the money was &

most difficult one, but the people of Nowling Oreen manifested

e real inters t and o« Fine spipddl by subseribing for the stock
and by giving the affort sarm

aul supports I subseribed Fowr
£1280a00 wortn of stock in the

; unilding companye . This was

60600 more than the lergest subsoriber in Bowling dreen,
vhen the tioe came Lo “@Lile all the biils lor D BONETTU G

tioen of the bhuildings , % : g (fof m@it of §2,250.00 which

d malking o bobal of L3500 Od, I never felt this was

gumt and I do not uhlu? at thiﬁ tive thet it wes jJust. T

f 1 i

T

the gueallon, “why did BDheling
Groen peﬁmlu me to ﬂ@ 167 Feltd an injustice bul nohody

came t0 My ressue.

18, o They! The uoutherﬂ Hormel Behool end Bowling Oreen Business

~ University , although s privete institubtion wasrau ¢11 timesg
actively interested in public education. Ity feculty and Alumni
were partieipanta in the educational caspalgn whic u1w§anﬁ%@d
in the establishment of the Stsle Hormal Schecls in “entusky in
1906, This ective interest was menifested,noiwithstending the
fact that the Soubhern tormsl School ,a privetcly owmed instie
~tution had no mgsurance that e Stete insiitubion would be lossted
in Bowling Oreenyprovided they were. estnblished by the Commonwealih.
This was & very ehallamyiﬂ g&mblen? Lernest suppert was given
the progrem to esteblish Stete Hormal Schools beceuse the
private institubion was Interesisd in deing asnything it sould
to advence universsl imbelligence throughout the Commonwealth.

168, ¥hen the Kentucky Hducebion Associsbion met in
Heysvilie in June 1904 a committes was appointed Lo devise
& plan for the orgenigetion of the teschers of the State into
8 foderatlon and to report its work to fhe Lssociation st
Ligrmoth C:ve in June 1905. I took an sotlwe intereat ia
bringing sbout this sction on the purt of the Stebe Assoeistinme
1 attended many conferences snd meetings in different sections
of the stete and peid all ny expense socounts mede 58 & rosulf
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to the campaign %yr

L
was fogrted by the comsnl
“guits en expense’ gonnected with i regeivinge the uowﬁ%u51un end

=5

of attending these meebings. These expense ecesunts
amaunte to:v@vﬁral hupdred: dﬁllﬁrﬁ»" )

In the spriog of 1908 i attendad a canfer&nea called

by the State SBuperintendent at Frpnkfsrt for the purpose

of diseussing e progran’ looking boward. the ﬂsbing of &
state-wide sampaipgn for the estalilishment of u%ﬂg@ Horpmal
dehaols in the u{atey 1 attended this and nauy other meetings
gk mv mwn ‘expense, - Besides I mede sevoral. e"nirrbv%“n

P srature, sbamps and

other items of swpenss,
T wes sppointed as.e famhnr of s-legisletbive cormittes

o mesioyalize the feneral ﬁ”8ﬂ4§%ﬂ,0f 19@8 eor the purpose

of influeneifs the General A&u@mhiy to establish State Hormal

Behasls im the Comorseelth, I spont seventy-one days in

Frahkfort diring the QL:BLOH of the Generel fzsembly. T

pEid myv entirs e enges ineluding hotel bill and neny others

ibems ai”sxpeﬂa@-;ﬂéé~ﬁa§6%&nyg in nrmeﬂ to ﬂbmwra o?iegtlve

Clepisletion aud s :é 3‘, ~ nonte Jourced.

Wy personsl
B ei;UE‘li;ﬁd '§ K.
why the Glm]o
wi b e,

T the fmgﬁrﬁl bAspenbly
I have often w udered
rre this gaxpense

hﬂ lemis 19ern éf‘:
Ewthﬁf“21ﬂ' the estal :
in ths Commomsealtn m1iuunt d¢ E@ht&ﬂ? veha, The Governop
sppointed » commission to Lax&*w the sehools, One of Lha
selon in Howling Gresne, There WSS,

meking such contects as would ehable the Lﬁhilﬁat‘ s
pfﬂe@ﬁu its claims in an effeetive way.. All of ;qu-g
WS neld ovt of my own poclet,

RIS

The oos miﬁﬁlan Toveted thﬂ Yiegiaprn Stete Hormel
School in Bowling Creen on the condition that the city of
Bovlling freen give %to.the Siateé tho bizlldings now located on
the Business Lallaga gite including the mein buildlﬁ Frisbie

”ﬁali, ﬁaliev.dpll eta,

Before ‘hesw,ﬂaxlﬂﬂﬁg g could be turned over o
the State 1% was necessary to get 911 0i the subgeribers of
the Southern Bdueekional | »u1ldlnw GCompany to donete their
stock and it wes alge neeeasery to get additional cesh sub-
soeribers, After a hard, earpest caupeign requiring mueh
effort on the part of the aitizenship of Bowling Grsen, the
money was reised, the prap@rty doneted bto the Comnopwealth
sud the schiool loecsied in Bowling Oreoans
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