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Dr. John Minton reaches over
15 turtles — iron, coal, marble
and ceramic — to pick up a small
wooden one. “My son got this for
me when I became president.”
His nine-month term in
1979, between presidents
Downing and Zacharias, re-
quired the attributes of a turtle,

“Youdon't get anywhere un-
less you stick your neck out, and
you have to have a hard shell.”

That philosophy wasn't a new

one to Minton, who came to
Western in 1958. It has helped
him make steady progress from
history professor to vice presi-
dent for student affairs, his cur-

rent job, to interim president.

“Inmy 28 years,” he says, “I've

come across a pretty broad spec-

trum of student life.” ’
Minton is 64, and he plans to

retire this summer,

. “It'sbeena good 28 years.”
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Dr. Raymond Cravens's big-
gest claim to fame may be the
library and graduate center
named for him.

Most students don’t know that
Cravens was once a department
head and had a major influence
on Western's expansion from a
small secondary school to a major
state university. ‘

Now he is the director of the
Cooperative Study in Britain
program and a full-time
government professor.

“I often tell my students that,
whereas most people climb up
the ladder from the bottom, I
started at the top and I've been
going downbhill ever since,” he
said. “Of course, I was being

GRADUATE CENTER
ams LIBRARY.

facetious.”

Cravens began at Western in
1948 as a student and returned
10 years later as the first full-
time professor of political
science.

Cravens, then 27, began
working alopgside many of the
same faculty members that had
taught him as student.

When Dr. Finley C. Grise re-
tired one year later, Cravens be-
came head of the government
department.

“That was sort of unheard of
for someone so young,” he said.
Western was very compact

then, withabout 100 faculty
members and with most of the
classes at the top of the hill.

“Two-thirds of them were in
Cherry Hall,"” Cravens said. “On
awarm day, you can still smell
the chemistry lab that was there.

“It’s amazing to me how many
issues are exactly the same as we
had in the late '50s and early
'60s,” he said. “It makes you
believe in the history cycle.
‘When will the drop period for
classes be?” was the very first
thing I dealt with asadean.

“Things have changed, and
yet they are the same.”
—Story by Jayne Cravens
—Photo by Scoce Wiseman

Manuel Wilkerson 195(

Smiling from the pages of a
dusty Talisman, a freshman in
full band uniform stands in the
lobby of Potter Hall beneath the
“Homecoming 1950" sign, his
eyes glinting mischievously.

Thirty-six years later, those
eyes smile kindly and-somewhat
tiredly from behind brown
bifocals, as Manuel Wilkerson,
54, works ina cubbyhole clut-
tered with test tubes and the
inevitable periodic table of ele-
ments.

Wilkerson, an assc
fessor of chemistry, h
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Please come and help us
celebrate
Dr. Raymond Cravens
and his 50 years

of service to WRKU.

Friday, November 16
1:45 - 2:45

Bowling Green Community

College
(South Campus) - Lobby
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