


One of the great success stories in the history of 
Hilitopper athletics, Livers came to the Hill from Nelson 
County High School (he calls Fairfield, Ky., home) as a 
walk-on in football , developed into an All -America ath
lete, and then went on to enjoy an eight year career in 
professional football , six of those as a mainstay in the de
fensive backfield of the NFL's Chicago Bears. 

Livers was named to the All-Time Ohio Valley Confer
ence Football Team in 1988 and now, some 28 years after 
he concluded his career on the Hill , still holds four WKU 
sc hoo l reco rd s as a punt return specia li st - return s in a 
season (50). net yards in a game (145) and in a season 
(545). and touchdowns in a season (3) - and one for in
terc epti on return s - average yards per return in a seaso n 
(24 .6 yards per effort - five for 123 yards) . His career in
terception yardage total (250 yards) stood tied as the Top
per school record until broken by current Western AII
American Bobby sippio last season. 

He was a key figure on some of the great football 
teams in Western history, lettering four years (197 1-74) as 
a defensive back and return specialist on Topper clubs 
that won 34 of 43 games (79 percent) and two Ohio Valley 
Conference championships (197 1 and '73 - WKU was 
second in the conference in both '72 and '74) . And, he 
was a member of the '73 team that took runner-up honors 
in the first-ever NCAA national championship playoffs. 

The '7 1 Toppers ranked first in the nation in pass de
fense (57.7 yards per game) and fifth in total defense 
(162 .8 ypg) . The '73 team was third in scoring defense 
(6.2 ppg) . And, the '74 outfit was second in the land in 
rushing defense (57.4 ypg). fourth in total defense (159.2 
ypg) and ninth in scoring defense (9.5 ppg) . 

Livers remains one of only two defensive players in the 
Western record books to lead the team in all-purpose run
ning. His 720 all -purpose yards (545 on punt returns, 123 
on interception returns and 52 on kickoff returns) led the 
1974 Hilitoppers in that category. 

He was also a standout sprinter on the Topper track 
team. His 440-yard-relay team's 40.4 clocking in 1974 re
mains a school record. And, during his days on the Hill, 
he was also a basketball cheerleader. 

Livers was the first gridder in Western history to par
ticipate in a major postseason all -star game. The 1974 
OVC Defensive Player-of-the-Year and a fourth-round 
draft pick of the NFL's Chicago Bears, he earned berths in 
both the American Football Coaches Association AII
American Game (Lubbock, Texas) and the College All-Star 
Game in Chicago (against the NFL champion Pittsburgh 
steelers) . In the College All-Star Game, he set a game 
record with his 89-yard punt return for a TO. 

Livers retired from the professional game and has 
made his home in Bowling Green as a teacher and coach. 
He is now an assistant principal at Bowling Green High 
School. He and his wife, former Linda Alexander of Bowl
ing Green (also a WKU alumnus and an art teacher in the 
Bowling Green school system), have two children -

Alexander, 23, and Sacha, 17, a senior at BGHs who plans 
on attending her parents' alma mater next year. 

Dr. James Darrel/Skaggs 

Community Continues to Invest in the Spirit 

Dr. James Darrell Skaggs of Bowling Green recently 
made a $394,000 commitment through the creation of a 
charitable remainder annuity trust which will be funded 
through a transfer of property. 

Skaggs, a 196 1 alumnus, currently serves as an adjunct 
professor in the Department of English, conducts a poetry 
workshop and recently published his 12th book. 

"All of my immediate family - including my parents, sis
ter and son - have degrees from Western Kentucky Univer
sity," he said. "The chari table remainder trust was an effec
tive way for everyone to benefit. I gave property to extend 
the impact of Western." 

Barbara Burch, provost and vice president for Academic 
Affairs, said the gift could not have come at a more strategiC 
time for the Univer si ty . 

"Of particular significance is the fact that some of this 
gift will be used to support our faculty initiatives in interna
tional education," she said. "The departments on campus 
that are committed to providing opportunities for faculty and 
students to gain internat ional experience and perspective 
will benefit from his leadership support of the University." 

According to Tom Hiles, vice president for Institutional 
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Advancement, a charitable remainder annuity trust is a 
unique giving option that many donors utilize. 

"A charitable remainder trust provides income to the do
nor or other beneficiaries for life or a set term of years," 
Hiles said. "The remainder of the gin will be transferred to 
the WKU Foundation at the end of the trust." 

Hiles said the gin will benefit both the international pro
gram at Western and the University's areas of highest need. 
"We are very appreciative of Dr. Skaggs and his generous 
support of Western. This gift is an example of a creative gift 
that includes real estate and a charitable remainder trust." 

In addition, Western announced a five-year $374,900 
commitment from WBKO-TV in Bowling Green. Hiles said 
this gift-in-kind will provide air time for men 's and women's 
basketball coaches' shows as well as a weekly 60-second 
segment for an update on campus activities. 

Rick McCue, vice president/general manager for WKBO, 
said it is in the community's best interest to promote 
Western's well being. 

"We are interested in the economic growth of this area, 
and Western Kentucky University is a major player," he said. 
"In supporting Western we feel we are supporting the over
all growth in this area." 

Hiles said WBKO has been a community leader through
out its history. "This gift is another example of their support 
of Western and the community," he said. "We look forward 
to partnering with WBKO to provide important insights and 
updates on news 'on the Hil l. '" 

WKU Forensics Team Wins Tournament in Missouri 

Western Kentucky University's Will iam E. 
Bivin Forensic society took first-place honors in 
debate and speech events at a tournament in 
Missouri. 

Western was first in debate sweepstakes and 
first in overal1 debate and individual events 
sweepstakes in the Truman State Swing Tourna
ment. Twelve members of the WKU forensics 
team competed in the Sept. 28 - 30 event at 
Kirksville, Mo. 

David Wilkins, a Bardstown senior, and Jenni
fer Purcell, a freshman from Lewisville, Texas, 
placed first and second in overall combined indi
vidual sweepstakes, which includes both debate 
and individual events. 

David Laing, a Louisville senior, won the lin
coln-Douglas debate tournament. 

Wilkins was a semifinalist in Lincoln-Douglas 
debate and a quarterflnalist in parliamentary de
bate. Purcell was a quarterflnalist in parliamentary debate. 

Sarah Sparks, a Morehead senior, was a quarterflnalist 
in Lincoln-Douglas debate. 
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Restructuring Creates 
Institutional Advancement Division 

On September 1,200 I , Western Kentucky University 
returned to an institutiona l advancement model and 
opened a search for an assistant vice president for Univer
sity Relations aner Fred Hensley, chief Public Affairs of
ficer announced his retirement at the end of August. Ac
cording to WKU President Gary Ransdell , the Public Affairs 
offices of Media Relations, Publications, and University 
Communications have joined Development and Alumni 
Relations in the new Institutional Advancement Division. 

The new Division will report to Tom Hiles, whose title 
will change from vice president for Development and 
Alumni Relations to vice president for Institutional Ad
vancement. Hiles will continue to serve as executive di
rector of the WKU Foundation. 

"This is the model typically found at universities," Dr. 
Ransdell said. "This will allow us to best utilize our exist
ing resources to continue, and even enhance, our current 
Public Affairs programs." 

Hiles said he looks forward to the opportunities the 
new organizational structure will provide. "The divisions 
of Public AlTairs and Development and Alumni Relations 
already had a good working relationship that will make 
this a smooth transition," he said. "We plan to capitalize 
on the synergies that will be created by the closer align
ment of our external relations programs." 

Hensley, who began his career at WKU in 1980, retired 
from Western to become the senior vice president for Ad
vancement and Marketing at Michigan Technological Uni
verSity in Houghton. 



Bank Anywhere, Anytime with Internet Banking from AREA Bank. 

We know spare minutes are hard to come by when you're in college. Between classes, 

studying and all the extras, you barely have time to sleep, much less get to the bank. But 

there is an easy way to help tame your crazy schedule. For example, Area Bank's 

Member FDIC 

Internet banking service. We call it DirectNet, and it connects you 

directly to the bank. Just log on to our secure web site. Then access 

your bank accounts 2417, with no monthly fee. So next time you 're 

up at 3 a.m. , try pointing and clicking your way to the bank. 

Area Bank DirectNet. .. one more way you can have it all. 

Visit the AREA Bank center nearest you. 

270·782·1000 

www.abcbank.com 

Enjoy These Benefits 
With Our Internet Banking: 

• Check account balances 

and cleared transactions 

• View images of your 

cancelled checks 

• Transfer funds between 

accounts 

• Pay bills ... and more 
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