


INVESTING IN THE SPIRIT 

Cangemi rewards fellow faculty 
in Psychology Deparbnent 

By Carol Cummings 

Dr. Joseph Cangemi , a 
member of the WKU De­
pa rtment of Psychology for 
more than 30 years, is sup­
porting his fe llow faculty 
member s in a uniqu e way . 
He recently made a $20,000 
commitment to create the 
Joseph P. cangemi Psychol­
ogy Faculty Award. 

Cangemi said this 
award will support a well­
rounded faculty member 
who has dem onstra ted ex ­
ce ll ence in teaching , re ­
search and public service. 

"I have been with West­
ern Kentucky University for 
32 years, and a number of 
people have been very kind 
to me and support ive of 
me," he said. "We have 
many outstanding and de­
serving people in our de­
partment. This award will 
ensure that an exemplary 
professor is rewarded each 
year. " 

The first Joseph P. 
Cangemi Award was pre­
sented to retiring depart­
ment head, Dr. John 
O'Connor in April 200 I . 
Cangemi said it was par-
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ticularly filting that O'Connor received this first award. " t 
am grateful for the support Dr. O'Connor has always 
shown me," he said . "I am pleased to give something 
back to my department and give it in a different way." 

Dr. Karen Adams, dean ofWKU 's College of Educa­
tion and Behavioral Sciences, said it is fitting that 
O'Connor, with whom Cangemi served for many years, 
was the first recipient of the award. "Since Dr. Cangemi 
was such an outstanding faculty member himself, it is 
pa rticularly significa nt that, as he re tired from his full-

time faculty position, he 
made a gill to ensure ongo­
ing recognition for other 
outstanding faculty." 

The first award was 
$ 1,000, but Cangemi is 
confident that the award 
wil l increa se in th e yea rs to 
co me. 

O'Connor called 
Cangemi a "dynamic 
teacher" and one of the 
most po pular in stru ctors in 
the department. "He has 
writt en ex tens ively on 
leadership and organiza­
tional behavior for three 
decades and is a highly val­
ued management consult­
ant at the national level," 
O'Conno r sa id . 

Cangemi has published 
num ero us books, and hi s 
more than 300 papers and 
articles have appeared in 
over 80 periodicals. He was 
a t983 recipient of the Dis­
tinguished Alumnus Award 
from State University of 
New York, and a t996 re ­
cipient of an honorary doc­
torate from Wi lliam Woods 
University. In addition, 
cangemi received a 1999 

honorary doctorate from the Moscow State University of 
Humanities in Moscow, Russia, sponsored by the Russian 
Academy of Sciences. He was Western 's t999 and 2000 
nominee (one of twO) for the Carnegie Foundation 's Pro­
fessor of the Year national award, and he has also re­
ceived numerous awards for teaching, research, and pub­
lic service at Western . 

Caro l Cumm ings is a senior development writ er/ re­
searcher in Development and Alumni Relations. 
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NEWS & NOTES 

WKU astronomy program to help 
NASA search for planets beyond 
our solar system 

Western Kentucky University's 
astronomy program will partici­
pate in a NASA mission to search 
for Earth- like planets around 
stars beyond our solar system. 

The Kepler Mission is sched­
uled for launch in 2006 and will 
use a unique spaceborne tele­
scope to look for extra solar 
planets. The ground-based por-
tion of the mission will utilize 
Western's STARBASE telescope net­
work for observations and research . 

"Western Kentucky University has 

As part of the Kepler Mission, high­
precision imaging equipment to de­

tect light from stars will be installed 
in the spaceborne telescope and 

in telescopes at educational in­
stitutions. For example, 
McGruder said, options could 
include placing the devices in 
a robotic telescope at Kitt 
Peak National Observatory in 
Arizona and at a proposed 

telescope in Israel. "Essentially 
this will allow us to measure 

the brightness of stars very ac-
curately and that is what is re­

quired to detect extrasolar plan­
ets," he said. 

never been involved in a space mission 
before. That's why it is very exciting to be on 
the team for the Kepler Mission," said Dr. 

PHOIO (OURUSY Of NASA 

Making research technology avail ­
able to students is the key idea of 

Western's STARBASE (Students Training for 
Achievement in Research Based on Analytical 

Space-science Experiences) Network. 
Charles McGruder, head of the Department of Physics and 
Astronomy. 'We expect and hope that Western will be in­
volved in many more missions." 

Western will be the lead institution in the educational 
portion of the mission called the Wide Access Technology 
Transfer Program. The WATT program has a budget of 
$625,000 over four years, said McGruder, who added that 
I percent to 2 percent of the budget for all NASA space 
missions mllst be spent on educational programs. 

WKU students selected for sports journalism seminar 

Photojournalism students Justin Fowler, a Columbia 
junior, and Yuli Wu, a junior from Ann Arbor, Mich., and 
print journalism student Malcolm Knox, a Louisville se­
nior, were among 41 students who attended the I t th an­
nual Collegiate Sports Journalism Seminar at Churchill 
Downs in Louisville on April 25-28. The Collegiate Sports 
Journalism Seminar is held in conjunction with the media 
build-up to the Kentucky Oaks and Derby. A group of the 
nation's top student journalists, who have an interest in a 

Yuli Wu 
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Through the Wide Access Technology Transfer pro­
gram, "we will provide students and teachers with access 
to the high technology achieved by the Kepler Mission, " 
McGruder said. "That's what STARBASE is all about. "More 
information about NASA's Kepler Mission is available at 
http://www.kepler.arc.nasa.gov 13 

sports journalism or sports photography career, are se­
lected each year to participate in the three-day event. 

Seminar participants interacted with and learned from 
some of the nation 's premier sports journalists and pho­
tographers who served as guest speakers during a series 
or panel discussions. Students also part icipated in a day 
long sports journalism workshop on April 27, opening day 
or Churchill Downs' 2002 Spring Meet. The students pro­
duced a collection or sports stories and photographs to be 
published in an electronic newspaper available on the 
seminar's official website, www.churchilldowns.com/ 
seminar. The Collegiate Sports Journalism Seminar is open 
to full -time college juniors and seniors in undergraduate 
programs. Selection of participants is based on nomina­
tions from professors or departmental chairpersons and 
on work samples submitted by applicants. 

The tuition-rree program is made possible by several 
sponsors, including the Daily Racing Form, Kentucky 
Horsemen's Benevolent and Protective Association , Ken­
tucky Thoroughbred Association , National Thoroughbred 
Racing Association , National Turf Writers Association 
Nikon, The Blood-Horse, Turr Publicists or America a~d 
Visa Triple Crown Challenge. Churchill Downs Incorpo­
rated hosts the seminar and serves as its main sponsor. 
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