





NEWS & NOTES

WKU astronomy program to help
NASA search for planets beyond
our solar system

Western Kentucky University's
astronomy program will partici-
pate in a NASA mission to search
for Earth-like planets around
stars beyond our solar system.

The Kepler Mission is sched-
uled for launch in 2006 and will
use a unique spaceborne tele-
scope to look for extra solar
planets. The ground-based por-
tion of the mission will utilize
Western's STARBASE lelescope net-
work for observations and research.

“Western Kentucky University has
never been involved in a space mission
before. That’s why it is very exciting to be on
the team for the Kepler Mission,” said Dr.
Charles McGruder, head of the Department of Physics and
Astronomy. “We expect and hope that Western will be in-
volved in many more missions.”

Western will be the lead institution in the educational
portion of the mission called the Wide Access Technology
Transfer Program. The WATT program has a budget of
$625,000 over four years, said McGruder, who added that
1 percent to 2 percent of the budget for all NASA space
missions must be spent on educational programs.
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As part of the Kepler Mission, high-
precision imaging equipment to de- |
tect light from stars will be installed |
in the spaceborne telescope and
in telescopes at educational in-
stitutions. For example,
McGruder said, options could
include placing the devices in
a robotic telescope at Kitt
Peak National Observatory in
Arizona and at a proposed
telescope in Israel. “Essentially
this will allow us to measure
the brightness of stars very ac-
curately and that is what is re-
quired to detect extrasolar plan-
ets,” he said.
Making research technology avail-
able to students is the key idea of
Western’s STARBASE (Students Training for
Achievement in Research Based on Analytical
Space-science Experiences) Network.

Through the Wide Access Technology Transfer pro-
gram, “we will provide students and teachers with access
to the high technology achieved by the Kepler Mission,”
McGruder said. “That’'s what STARBASE is all about. "More
information about NASA's Kepler Mission is available at
http://www kepler.arc.nasa.gov/3

WKU students selected for sports journalism seminar

Photojournalism students Justin Fowler, a Columbia
junior, and Yuli Wu, a junior from Ann Arbor, Mich., and
print journalism student Malcolm Knox, a Louisville se-
nior, were among 41 students who attended the 11th an-
nual Collegiate Sports Journalism Seminar at Churchill
Downs in Louisville on April 25-28. The Collegiate Sports
Journalism Seminar is held in conjunction with the media
build-up to the Kentucky Oaks and Derby. A group of the
nation’s top student journalists, who have an interest in a
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sports journalism or sports photography career, are se-
lected each year to participate in the three-day event.

Seminar participants interacted with and learned from
some of the nation’s premier sports journalists and pho-
tographers who served as guest speakers during a series
of panel discussions. Students also participated in a day
long sports journalism workshop on April 27, opening day
of Churchill Downs' 2002 Spring Meet. The students pro-
duced a collection of sports stories and photographs to be
published in an electronic newspaper available on the
seminar’s official website, www.churchilldowns.com/
seminar. The Collegiate Sports Journalism Seminar is open
to full-time college juniors and seniors in undergraduate
programs. Selection of participants is based on nomina-
tions from professors or departmental chairpersons and
on work samples submitted by applicants.

The tuition-free program is made possible by several
sponsors, including the Daily Racing Form, Kentucky
Horsemen's Benevolent and Protective Association, Ken-
tucky Thoroughbred Association, National Thoroughbred
Racing Association, National Turf Writers Association,
Nikon, The Blood-Horse, Turf Publicists of America and
Visa Triple Crown Challenge. Churchill Downs Incorpo-
rated hosts the seminar and serves as its main sponsor.




congratulations

Each year, Western Kentucky University honors
faculty members who have made outstanding contributions
in the areas of Teaching, Research/Creativity, Public Service

and beginning this year, Student Advisement.
We salute the following outstanding faculty members:

Award for Teaching
Dr. Thomas Noser, Economics
Dr. Jeanne Fiene, Educational Administration, Leadership, and Research
Dr. Fred Siewers, Geography and Geology
Dr. Lisa Lindley, Public Health
Mr. James Kenney, School of Journalism and Broadcasting
Ms. Deborah Lively, Liberal Arts & Sciences Division

Award for Research/Creativity
Dr. Youn Kim, Economics
Dr. Joseph Bilotta, Psychology
Dr. Shivendra Sahi, Biology
Dr. Thomas Nicholson, Public Health
Dr. Augustine Ihator, School of Journalism and Broadcasting
Mr. Haiwang Yuan, Library Public Services

Award for Public Service
Dr. Douglas Fugate, Marketing
Dr. Katrina Phelps, Psychology
Dr. Richard Gelderman, Physics and Astronomy
Dr. Michael Ballard, Public Health
Dr. Michael Ann Williams, Modern Languages and Intercultural Studies
Dr. Karen Powell, Liberal Arts & Sciences Division
Mr. Jonathan Jeffrey, Library Special Collections

Award for Student Advisement
Dr. Linda Parry, Management
Dr. Ken Crawford, Biology
Ms. Susan Jones, Nursing
Dr. Joe Stites, Music
Ms. Martha Houchin, Health Sciences Division
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Please join the Hilltoppers and their fans as “P.S. | Love You:
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