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Investing in the Spirit 
McGruder Named McCormack 
Professor at WKU 
by Bob Skipper 

Dr. Charles H. McGruder has been named the 
first William McCormack Professor in 
Physics at Western Kentucky University. 

Dr. McGruder, who joined Western in 1993 
as a professor and head of the Physics and 
Astronomy Department, said the appointment 
is a "gratifying honor. It gives me ample time 
to do the research that I would like to do at 
Western." 

In addition to concentrating on research, 
McGruder will continue working on the 
proposed Kentucky Academy of Mathematics 
and Science. The academy would bring the 
brightest high school juniors and seniors to 
campus to finish their high school work while 
earning 60 college credit hours. 

The McCormack Professorship was created in 
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2000 through a $500,000 gift from Dr. William M. McCormack, a 1957 WKU 
graduate and retired radiologist. That gift was matched through Kentucky's Regional 
University Excellence Trust Fund to create the $1 million endowment. 

Dr. McCormack's family has had a close association with Western, including an uncle 
who served on the Board of Regents and is the namesake of McCormack Hall, one of 
the University's residence halls. McCormack said he wanted to "pay back a little" of 
what he has received from his association with Western. The Bowling Green native 
retired from his radiology practice in Owensboro, Ky., and Illinois. 

WKU President Gary Ransdell said professorship endowments allow the University to 
retain and attract quality faculty to enhance already strong academic programs. 

"The foundation for a quality academic experience for students is directly related to 
the presence of nationally competitive faculty in the classroom," he said. "When 
teachers are providing outstanding instruction and meaningful applied research, the 
students will find ultimate educational and professional success. The McCormack 
Professor will provide exceptional leadership and training to future national and world 
leaders in the sciences. Like Dr. McCormack, many scientific leaders attribute their 
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ultimate success to quality undergraduate teaching." 

McGruder has a bachelor's degree in astronomy from the California Institute of 
Technology and a doctorate from the University of Heidelberg in Germany. Prior to 
coming to Western, McGruder spent time at Vanderbilt University, Fisk University 
and the University of Nigeria. He was also a visiting professor at Western during the 
1989-90 school year. 

As past president of the National Society of Black Physicists, he has focused on 
increasing the number of minorities studying the sciences and making science a more 
enticing topic for students. 

In accepting the appointment, McGruder stepped down as department head. A search 
for his replacement has begun. 

Bob Skipper is the director of Media Relations. 
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October Eve11ls Presented by University Libraries & The Kelltucky 
Museum 

Main 
Library's 
Display 
Part 
of 
WKU's 
Disability 
Awareness 
Month 

As a part of the University' s observance of Disability Awareness Month, 
Helm-Cravens Library will have a display of books and a list of library services and 
resources provided for individuals who are physically challenged. 

Among the publications displayed will be Christopher Reeve' s, Still Me ; John 
Callahan's, Don't Worry, He Won't Get Far on Foot; Max Cleland's, Strong at the 
Broken Places; and Stephen Hawking's, A Brief History of Time. 

For more information, contact Paula Owen, (270) 745-6113 or paula.owen@wku.edu. 
Back to Top 

Folk 
Music, Music, Music 

The fifth annual Kentucky Tour of Folk Music 
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 5, from 3-7 
p.m., on the front lawn of the Kentucky 
Building. 

Performers are Eddie Pennington, Dennis Holt 
and the Bluegrass Gamblers, Arthur Hatfield 
and Buck Creek, and Soulgrass. 

Lynwood Montell will tell ghost stories in the 
Felts Log House. There will be craft 
demonstrations and an art activity for 
children. 

The Kentucky Tour of Folk Music is 
sponsored by Pepsi and by a grant from the 
Kentucky Arts Council, with additional 
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Eddie Penl1lngton, master of the steel 
string gpitar, Wi1l I1erf0l111 at the 
Kentuckv Tour of Folk Music. 
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support from WKYU-FMlWKYUIPBS. 

Archives Week 

Two lunchtime learning programs are scheduled at The Kentucky Building in observance of 
Archives Week. 

The first program, "Treasures in WKU Arhives," is Monday, Oct. 7, at 11 :30 a.m. Sue Lynn 
Stone, University archivist, is presenting the program. 

The second program, "Photo Treasures in the Kentucky Library," will be Thursday, Oct. 10, at 
11 :30 a.m. Nancy Baird, Kentucky history librarian, will present the program. 

Both programs are free and open to the public. For more information, cal1 (270) 745-4792 or 
e-mail sue-lynn.stone@wku.edu. 

Kentucky Live Series 

The next presentation in University Libraries' Kentucky Live series is on Thursday, Oct. 10, at 7 
p.m., at Bames & Noble, 1680 Campbell Lane. Dr. Michael Trapasso, professor, Geography & 
Geology Department, will present the program titled, "The Philistines Are Upon Us: The Civil 
War Comes to Bowling Green." 

This series, which is underwritten by Trace Die Cast, is free and open to the public. For more 
information, contact Peggy Wright (270) 745-6168 or peggy.wright@wku.edu. 

Far Away Places ... with strange sounding names 

The Coca-Cola sponsored series "Far Away Places ... with strange sounding names" continues 
throughout the fall semester. October' s international talk will be about Argentina. The program 
will be presented by Dr. David Keeling, professor, Geography and Geology Department, on 
Thursday, Oct. 17, at 7 p.m., in the Barnes & Noble Cafe, 1680 Campbell Lane. 

All programs in this series are free and open to the public. For more information, call (270) 
745-6121 or e-mail brian.coutts@wku.edu. 

Bellsouth Community Internet Workshop 

The October Bellsouth Community Internet Workshop will be held Thursday, Oct. 24, 7-9 p.m., 
in Computer Lab 116 at the Carroll Knicely Institute for Economic Development, 2355 Nashville 
Road, Bowling Green. October' s workshop topic is "Genealogy" and will be presented by 
Dr. Rich Weigel, professor, History Department. 

These hands-on workshops are free ; pre-registration is encouraged. 

For more information or to pre-register, contact web.reference@wku.edu. 


