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Donors Make Commitments to Western 

Through Estate Planning 
There are many way to support 

Western Kentucky University. Donors 
may choose to make outright gifts or 
deferred gifts, indica te whether their 
gift is for immediate use or, at spec ified 
levels, establish a permanentl y 
endowed fund. It is important for 
donors to find the method that best 
meets their individual needs whil e 
accomplishing their wi shes. Accord ing 

to Tom Hiles, WKU 's 
v ice pres ident for Development 
and Alumni Relations, bequest 
commitments through will s are very 

popular because they are easy to 
arrange and may be determined 
according to the donors' interests. 

Dr. Jim and Mrs. Avo Taylor 

Western recentl y rece ived a 
commitment from Dr. Jim and Mrs. Avo 

Taylor of Cedar Hill , Tenn . According 
to Hiles, Dr. and Mrs. Taylor have, in 
their final testamentary trust, made a 
bequest to Western of 55 acres of 
valu able farm property on Mrs. Taylor's 
family home place where the Tayl ors 
settled after their retirement. The prop
erty is currentl y valued at $400,000. 

Hiles sa id the bequest will crea te 
the Dr. James Woodall and Mrs. Avo 

Head Taylor Scholarship Fund fo r 
students majoring in geography. "We 

Dr. Jim and Mrs. Avo Taylor 

appreciate the generos ity of the 
Taylors," he sa id . "They share 
Pres ident Ransdell's v isio n that Western 

be the 'best comprehensive un iversity 
in the Commonwea lth and among the 
best in the nation. '" 

Dr. Tay lor, a former member of 
the WKU geography faculty, sa id, " I 
always enjoyed working with my 
students and hav ing interaction with 
graduate students. I want to g ive 

something back that will make a 
di fference in the lives of students for 
years to come. I want to see Western 
and the state of Kentucky excel and 
become renowned for excell ent 
educational opportunities." 

Mrs. Taylor, a 1973 library 
sc ience graduate, said, " I have fond 
memories from our time at W estern. 
always enjoyed school there, and our 
faculty always worked very closely 
with us. I hope our gift helps foster 
that sa me attitude." 

Dr. Robert M. and 
Mrs. Virginia Schneider 

W estern has also rece ived 

$400,000 commitment from Dr. 
Robert M . Schneider, and his w ife, 
Vi rgin ia Schneider. The Schneiders 
have des ignated W estern as the 
secondary benefic iary of their 403 B 
retirement pl ans. 

Dr. Schneider served as a faculty 
member in WKU' s Agri culture 
Department for 19 yea rs, and Mrs. 
Schneider received her Ed.s degree at 
WKU and taught fo r 19 years in the 
Bowling Green City Schoo ls. 

"The money we have des ignated 
to Western was accumulated while we 

were both employed by the state o f 
Kentucky," Dr. Schneider sa id . "As we 
looked at var iou s opti ons in our estate 
pl anning, we were advised that thi s 
porti on of our estate might best be 
used fo r charity. " Dr. Schneider sa id 
designati ng the proceeds from these 
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plans to W KU w ill greatl y reduce the 
tax th at would otherw ise be charged 
to h is estate. 

In honor of their ca reers, the 
S hneiders have des ignated their 

funds to WKU's College of Educat ion 
and Agri culture Department. 

"I had a good exper ience at 
W estern ," Dr. Schneider sa id. "I very 
strongly fee l that educa tion is the 
upward mobility vehicle for many peo-

Dr. Robert M. and Mrs. Virginia Schneider 

pi e. In thi s part icular area, educa ti on 
has not rece ived the priority it should." 

Accord ing to Hil es, many people 
are unaware of the benefits of 
des ignating W KU as the benefic iary 
of their retirement p lan assets. "As 
Dr. Schneider outl ined, thi s ca n often 
grea tl y reduce or el iminate the tax 
that would be pl aced upon the 
donor's estate," he sa id. "We are very 
gratefu I that the Schneiders have 

chosen to make this leadership 
commitment to Western ." 

Increased scholarshi p support 
is an important prior ity in Western 's 
Challenging the Sp irit strategic pl an 
and for the Campaign for Western . 
Hil es sa id the Campa ign has a goa l 
of ra ising $17 milli on fo r scho larship 
support by the year 2003. Thus far, 
the Universi ty has raised $16.3 
toward thi s goa l. 
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Western Kentucky University is pleased to present this 
comprehensive listing of all donors whose cumulative 
lifetime gifts equal $ 700,000 or more. These important 
alumni and friends are leading the way toward our goal 
to be lithe best comprehensive university in the 
Commonwealth and among the best in the nation." 

We have done our best to ensure accuracy and 
inclusiveness within this listing. If you find your 
information to be incorrect, please contact us at 
(270) 745-6208 so we may make appropriate 
changes to our database. This listing reflects gifts 
and commitments made prior to August 37, 2007. 

Spirit of Western 
($1,000,000 and above) 

Anonymous 
Anonymous Football Lead Trust 
jerry E. Baker 
William H. Fletcher Estate 
Glenda and Gordon Ford 
jostens Learning 
Carroll and Evelyn Knicely 
Dixie and Pete Mahurin 
Dr. Nancy Minix 
Ogden College Foundation 
Leon Page 
Raymond B. and Hattie L. Preston 
Raymond B. Preston Family Foundation 
Rita and jim Scott 
Col. Edgar B. and 

Edith R. (d.) Stansbury 
Dr. james H. Stutevi lle Estate 
Dr. (d .) and Mrs. L. O. Toomey 
Trace Die Cast, Inc. -

Carolyn and Lowell Guthrie 
Suzanne and D. S. Vitale 

Colonnade 
($500,000 - $999,999) 

Dr. james Alexander Estate 
Anonymous 
Whitetta and Nick Crawford 
Firstar 
Fruit of the Loom, Inc. 
Mary E. Heltsley 
Insight Commun ications 
jana and Bud Layne 
William M. McCormack 
National City Bank -

j.W. Potter and j .L. Harman 
Mary R. Nixon 
Dr. Walter N. Scott 
james and Martha Thompson 
j. Clifford Todd 
The Turner Family 
Beulah R. Winchel 

s 
May 10, 2002 
Western Kentucky University's 
Annual President's Circle Gala 
at the WKU Raymond B. Preston 
Heal th & Activities Center 

Cornerstone 
($100,000 - $499,999) 

Alcoa Inc. 
All iance Corporation 
Anonymous 
AREA Bank 
judy and Robert Armstrong 
Ash land Inc. Foundation 
AT&T 
AT&T Network Systems 
Betty R. and David W. Bailey 
Kathy and Dr. Craig Beard 
james M. Beckley 
joyce and Bill Bell 
Bonnie and Louis Berman 
Bowling Green Area Convention and 

Visitors Bureau 
Sue and Ken Bragg 
Eck Branham 
Walter D. Bunnell Estate 
Cabletron Systems 
Dr. Lourine Cave Estate 
Citizens Scholarship Foundation 
Oscar Payne Cleaver Estate 
Mary Ann and Ralph Coffman 
Basil C. (d.) and Florence Cole 
Brian W. Collins 
Commonwealth Health 

Corporation/Centercare 
Virginia Wood Davis Estate 
E. Clifton Dowell 
Margaret and Steve Eaton 
English Lucas Priest & Owsley 
First Union Securities 
Franklin Bank & Trust Company 
C. Ray (d.) and Ruth (d.) Franklin 
Bill Gatton 
Mildred Givens Estate 
james N. Gray Company 
Greenview Regional Hospital 
Anne and Dan Greenwell 
Kerr Greulich Engineers, Inc. -

Donald j. and jenn ifer W. Greulich 
Henry Norman Hardin 
Dr. Lowell and Penny Harrison 
Helene Fuld Health Trust 
Lt. Gov. Stephen L. Henry 
Robert B. Hensley 
High Field Farm 
William L. Hix 
Charles Phillip Holland 
Houchens Industries, Inc. 
Mike and Belle Lady Hunt 
IBM Eduquest 

Calvin (d.) and Rosella Isbell 
Robert and Shirl johnson 
jones Builders 
Sandy and Martin jones 
Kentucky Bank Management Institute 
Gary S. Koon 
Dr. L. Y. Lancaster Estate 
Leco Corporation 
Mitchell Leichhardt 
David Daniel Lessenberry Estate 
Casey and Doug Lester 
Logan Aluminum, Inc. 
Bobbie Boyd Lubker and 

john Lynn Lubker 
Margaret L. Madison Estate 
Gail and Cornelius A. Martin 
Anita Hardin McDole Estate 
The Medical Center at Franklin 
Bruce Merrick 
Nelle B. Moss 
Miko Muraguchi 
National City Bank 
Pepsi-Cola General Bottlers, Inc. 
Barbara jo Terry Porter 
joyce and L.D. Rasdall 
Dorothy and Lester Reeves 
Garland Reeves 
Roiann and john Ridley 
Terry Scariot and john Kelly 
Henry Schlinker 
Robert and Virginia Schneider 
james Anthony Scott 
Shirley C. Scott 
Val Scott 
Charles and Karen Shuffield 
james D. Skaggs 
Sodexho Marriott Services 
Sumitomo Electric Wiring Systems, Inc. 
Sunbelt Construction, Inc. 
TA Instruments 
Avo and Dr. james Taylor 
Paul and Elizabeth Terrell 
Cal Turner Family Foundation 
Laura Goad Turner Charitable Foundation 
United States Tobacco Company 
University Plaza Hotel 
Ferris Van Meter 
Bob and Katie Ward 
Hays T. Watkins 
Carol and Denny Wedge 
Glen, Frieda and john Wells 
Wendy's of Bowling Green, Inc. 
William Randolph Hearst Foundation 
Frances H. and Lively M . Wilson 
Dr. Willson and Erma (d.) Wood 

(d.) Deceased 
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Additional information can be obtained 
by contacti ng: 

Thomas S. Hiles, Vice President 
Development and Alumni Relations 

Western Kentucky University 
1 Big Red Way 

Bowling Green, KY 42101-3576 
270-745-6208 

1-888-WKU-ALUM 
tom.hiles@wku .edu 

www.wku .edu 

Volunteer Spotlight on John W. Ridley 
Home: 
Esowling Green, Ky. 

Graduate Information: 
Bachelor of Science in Biology and 
Bio-Physics, WKU 1974 

Profession: 
Wealth Manager/Investment Officer, 
First Union Securities 

WKU Volunteer Positions: 
President's Circle 
Advisory Council - chairman 
WKU Board of Advisors - member 
National Leadership 
Committee - member 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
Fraternity Alumni - member 
WKU Student Government Association 
"Citizens Award" 2001 - recipient 
Sponsor for Big Red Street Fest, 
University Libraries Author's Reception, 
Student Spirit Award 
2000-2001, James c. Wheat, Jr. 
Scholarship and the First Union 
Securities Leadership Program 

Family: 
Wife, Roiann Robertson Ridley 
Three children: Ben, 24; Dyer, 19, 
and Lucas, 1 7 
Why I am involved in WKU: 
"During my sophomore year at WKU, 
I received a grant from a philanthropist 
from my hometown who had 
establ ished a fund for students to 
attend college. I was not asked to 
repay the grant, but I committed to a 
moral obligation of assisting students 
in obtaining an education should I 
ever be in a position to do so. I 
accepted this obligation as my 
lifetime commitment and currently 
honor it through support of scholastic 
achievement, athletic programs, and 
the University in general ." 

Most rewarding experience with WKU: 
"To partner with the institution in 
which the leadership, alumni, and 
students accept ownership positions 
in creating a positive educational 
environment is both challenging and 
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John W. Ridley 

rewarding. My family's involvement 
with the University dates back many 
years. Through each generation, the 
University's goa l remained constant: to 
focus on the growth and development 
of the student. In consideration of 
Western 's dedication to extremely high 
academic standards, I am honored to 
support and associate myself with the 
University and its goal of providing a 
co llege experience that is both reward
ing and enriching for the student." 


