














inspired. You have a spirit and a dedication to greatness
here, President Thompson, which far outweighs and out-
shines even these magnificent new buildings we dedicate
today. It is a spirit of Dr. Cherry’s original inspiration,
nurtured and developed over sixty years by a succession of
college administrations, many generations of students, and
countless alumni.

To those of you here today who have given your names
to these buildings I offer my congratulations and my thanks
for your service. To those of you who represent deceased or
absent honorees, I know that today is a proud day for you
and that you cherish the honor of having a distinguished
name perpetuated.

We have visible, tangible evidence of our confidence and
our faith in the future of Western and the Commonwealth.
Nine buildings will keep this witness for decades to come.

These structures are the principal result of an enormous
expenditure on capital development at Western during the
years I have served as your Governor. The figure exceeds
$24,700,000.

And over the same period, state support to Western's
operating budget has increased seventy-five per cent without
any increase in state tax rates.

In fact, since the sales tax was passed in February, 1960,
all of our growth has taken place without any increase in
state tax rates. We are the only state in the nation with such
a record, and it has been achieved through economic growth.
At the heart of it has been the recognition that the best
investment we can make with the surest return is the edu-
cation of our most precious resource, our young people.

The figures T have cited only represent the cost of our
investment in Western's present and future during the past
four years. They are only a fraction of the value of the
investment to present and future generations in Kentucky.
And T say again, as I have been saying for several years
now, that there is no bluechip stock in the world that can
match the reliability and returns from the investment we
have made in higher education.

Today, because the people have supported it, the legis-
lature has supported it and there has been leadership at all
levels of this great State, we are now supporting higher
education at an amount six times greater than in 1960. It
is a great tribute to all of you who are the real friends
of higher education on this great campus, to the people of
this state and to the leadership that you have had here at
this institution — leadership which has developed such
confidence in higher education. We have been able to make
this investment because of faith in the future of Kentucky
by our people, based on the education of our children.

It has become fashionable among some people to recite
statistics about state indebtedness. They ignore the fact
that the voters approved this program for capital construc-
tion when they voted for a large bond issue.
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These people — who are not as far-sighted as this audi-
ence, ignore this fact, and, even more to the point, they
don’t seem to have heard of the fundamental principle of
all accounting, namely, double-entry bookkeeping. This is
s0, despite the fact that it was discovered at least five
centuries ago.

For we have invested the money we borrowed and by
doing so, we have increased the shared wealth of the citi-
zens of this Commonwealth. The returns on this capital will,
in the first year, far exceed the cost of its acquisition. But
unlike the rate of interest on the borrowed funds, the rate
of return on your investment will grow many times over.

The returns we shall reap will be in the form of happier,
healthier, more prosperous citizens who will find ample
career opportunities at home in Kentucky instead of having
to seek them outside our borders.

Kentucky is clearly advancing into a new era of pros-
perity, as follows:

(1) Non-agricultural employment will average at least
840,000 jobs during 1967 — a minimum gain of 140,000
or twenty per cent from 1963.

(2) Manufacturing jobs will average about 225,000 this
year — an increase of 42,000 or twenty-three per cent since
1963.

(3)Between January 1, 1964,and August 31, 1967, there
were 749 announcements by manufacturing concerns of the
location of new plants in Kentucky or the expansion of
existing facilities. When full production is reached, this
activity will provide at least 57,000 new manufacturing
jobs — not counting the secondary employment effects of
this many new jobs — probably at least 25,000 more. Plant
investments will total $1,126,000,000.

(4) Personal income of Kentuckians will reach $7.6
billion this year —a four year jump of $1.9 billion or
more than thirty per cent.

These are a few key statistics, but they are clearly indica-
tive of where we are going in Kentucky.

To sustain this growth — indeed to increase it — we are
building more miles of roads than any other state in the
nation. And I am speaking in absolute, not relative, terms.
We are very near the top among states in new industry.

But more significant, we have nearly doubled enroll-
ments at our state-supported colleges and universities in the
last four years —and we are keeping their graduates at
home. These facts, more than any others I have mentioned,
show that we have the key to the future.

The buildings we dedicate today are symbolic of this
new era.

Fine buildings with fine facilities provide only some of
the pre-conditions of success in an educational institution.
They are no guarantees that they will be used wisely or well.
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But the fact that the people have provided these impres-
sive new additions to Western Kentucky University reflects
the confidence they have in her regents, her administration,
and her faculty. Certainly, this is a confidence I share.

You recognize, of course, that such confidence is a chal-
lenge to everyone charged with responsibility for Western's
progress.

You are asked to develop able, alert, educated men and
women to fill positions of leadership and responsibility
throughout the Commonwealth in industry, agriculture, edu-
cation, the church, the professions, the arts, government,
and all the pursuits which enrich our lives.

Upon your success in this mission hinges, in large mea-
sure, our prospects for the future of Kentucky.

You can depend on Ned Breathitt, the private citizen,
for all the support and encouragement I can give. I owe
you no less in exchange for the assistance you have given
the programs of my administration — and particularly my
goal of radically improving the opportunities for higher
education in Kentucky.

REMARKS BY MR. DERO G. DOWNING
FOLLOWING ADDRESS BY
GOVERNOR EDWARD T. BREATHITT

Thank you, Governor Breathitt. Western will continue to
value your friendship, and we hope to be favored by your
presence on frequent occasions in the future.

At the resquest of the Chairman of the Board of Regents,
I am asking President Thompson and Mrs. Thompson to
come to the stage.

First, we would ask Miss Kentucky to make a presenta-
tion of the red roses to Mrs. Thompson, and as she is
doing that, Dr. Harry Sparks will please come to the
podium.,

- REMARKS BY DR. HARRY SPARKS,
CHAIRMAN,
WESTERN BOARD OF REGENTS,
AND STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Dean Downing, Governor Breathitt, honorees, platform
guests, and friends of Western:

This morning, the Board of Regents of Western Ken-
tucky University had a meeting which is now in continuing
session, and Mr. Douglas Keen, Vice Chairman of the
Board of Regents, presented a resolution to the Board. I
shall read it to you:
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Western Kentucky Unversity has made
great progress in every facet of the institution’s program in
the past several years; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Kelly Thompson has served as Presi-
dent and provided the leadership that made this expansion
possible; and

WHEREAS, this Day of Commemoration and Dedication
signals one of the most dramatic and momentous forward
thrusts of the institution during its entire history; and

WHEREAS, this important milestone in the life of
Western coincides with the twelfth anniversary of the
selection of Dr. Kelly Thompson as President; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Regents of Western Kentucky
University is fully cognizant of the educational statesman-
ship which President Thompson has demonstrated at all
times throughout his tenure; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Regents of
Western Kentucky University, at its meeting on October 14,
1967, commends President Kelly Thompson for his success-
ful leadership as President of this institution on the occasion
of his twelfth anniversary as President and extends to him
the congratulations and best wishes of the Board of Regents;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this
Resolution be spread upon the minutes of the Board of
Regents and that a copy thereof be presented to President
Kelly Thompson as a token of the confidence and high
esteem in which he is held by the members of this Board,
both collectively and individually.

W. Gerald Edds ~ Harry M. Sparks  Chalmer P. Embry
Douglas Keen Chairman J. T. Gilbert
Maxey B. Harlin Hugh Poland

CONCLUDING REMARKS
BY MR. DERO G. DOWNING

It is certainly fitting that this high tribute be paid Presi-
dent Thompson on the occasion of his twelfth anniversary
as President, which will be October 17.

Ladies and gentlemen, it has been delightful having you
for this luncheon.

For those of you who wish to do so, we will certainly
be delighted to have you attend the Western-Tennessee
Tech football game.

Thank you. We are now adjourned.

27



EDUCATION
FOR LEADERSHIP




