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Abstract
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Along with the philosophical writings of ecofeminism’s greatest proponents and critics, the growth of ecofeminist philosophy has relied heavily on fiction writers.  The term ecofeminism was coined in 1975, and the following year ecofeminism found fertile ground for exploration and growth in March Peircy’s science fiction novel, Woman on the Edge of Time (1976).  The social, academic, and literary trends leading up to the emergence of ecofeminism, however, began well before 1975.  Both Ursula K. Le Guin and Margaret Atwood are speculative fiction authors whose work before and after 1975 examines important ecofeminist topics and contributes to the growth of ecofeminist discussion.   


This thesis traces ecofeminist philosophy in Le Guin’s The Left Hand of Darkness (1969) and The Dispossessed (1974), and Atwood’s Surfacing (1972) and Oryx and Crake (2003) in an effort to explore the roots of the ecofeminist literary movement, examine its connection with and growth through speculative fiction, and gain insight into the roots of a movement which has important implications in an environmentally controversial future.  Le Guin and Atwood are precocious ecofeminist authors whose early works handle topics such as technology, gender, demilitarization, ahistory, and the domination of both land and people.  Because these matters are the founding issues of contemporary ecofeminism, an analysis of these authors provides context for where ecofeminism came from and where we can expect it to go.  

Acknowledgements

_________________________________________


This project required the energy and support of many generous mentors and friends, for whom I am endlessly grateful.  I would first like to acknowledge and thank the director of this thesis, Dr. Kelly Reames, for asking “have you ever heard of ecofeminism?” and for her brilliance and guidance at every step of the way.  To Dr. Wes Berry, for his close reading, unfaltering encouragement, and intuitive suggestions, I am very grateful.  I would also like to thank my parents, Richard and Danette Maddux, for their unmatched love and support.  Finally, to Emmett, I could not imagine a better partner in life.  

Table of Contents

Introduction
1

Chapter I – On the Brink
19

Chapter II – Revolution into Being
30

Chapter III – One and the Other
42

Chapter IV – The End is Here
56

Conclusion
68

Works Cited








71

