


HISTORY

Campbell County

Campbell County, 19th in order of formation of the 120 counties in
the Commonwealth of Kentucky, was established by an act of the legislature
in 1794, two years after Kentucky was admitted to the Union. It is located
at the confluence of the Ohio and Licking Rivers, in the extreme northern
part of the state, just south of Cincinnati. The Ohio River is its boundary
line on the north and the Licking River on the west. Campbell County was
named in honor of Colonel John Campbell, an Irish nobleman. He settled
in Kentucky at an early date, after he had received a grant of land from the
Commonwealth of Virginia, which land comprised in part the territory
which is now Campbell County. When the county was formed, it embraced
so much territory that later the entire areas of Kenton and Boone Counties

and parts of Bracken, Pendleton, Grant and Robertson County were formed
from its territory.

Campbell is an urban county containing many cities and towns, the
largest of which is Newport. When James Taylor first visited Campbell
County in 1792, he found only a few log cabins in the Newport Area. Pleased
with the locality, he secured a beautiful site for his future home and then

returned to Virginia for his family, household goods, farm equipment and
slaves. He enticed his English friend Robert Christi and family to return
with him and the two families began what was to become a significant mi
gration into the area. When Taylor died in 1848, he had established him
self as a financial, political and cultural leader in the community and
reportedly left an estate valued at $4, 000, 000.

During the early years, Newport competed with Cincinnati for river
commerce. Newport controlled the Licking River trade which enabled her
citizens to enjoy a favorable economic position within the county and also
within the state and nation. This river front location moves even today to
serve Newport's continuing economic development.

Newport requested incorporation in 1833 and incorporation was
granted in 1835 with Thomas N. Lindsey being named the first Newport mayor,

Alexandria, the county seat, was incorporated in 1834 and has hung
tenaciously to the honor of being the county seat. Alexandria is centrally
located in the rich agricultural area of the county, and its location near the
geographical center of the county accounts heavily for its permanency as the
seat of county government.
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Bellevue traces its history back to 1787, when General James Taylor
was given a tract of land on which the city now stands. It was incorporated
in 1870, and in that year the first of the famous northern Kentucky horse-
cars appeared on its streets.

The site of Dayton originally was a forest of large trees along the
Ohio River. Jamestown and Brooklyn, two thriving communities, grew up
along the Ohio River east of Bellevue. They were incorporated in 1848 and

1849) and in 1866 they combined and were incorporated as the town of Dayton.

In 1867, the Highland District was incorporated by an Act of the
Legislature, but it was not until 1912 that the community's name was changed
to Fort Thomas. Fort Thomas was named after the Army Post, now the
Fort Thomas V. A. Hospital. In 1920, the Legislature passed an act re-
classifying Fort Thomas from a sixth- to a fourth-class city.

Although Campbell County is one of the smallest in the state in terms
of area, (it has 151 square miles of territory, and only four counties are
smaller), it ranks among the highest in population and in industrial and
commercial activities. It is a part of a large metropolitan area which en
compasses three Northern Kentucky counties, Kenton and Boone besides
herself, and Hamilton County in Ohio. Over 1, 000, 000 persons live in
this region today.

Boone-Kenton Counties

Boone County, the thirtieth county to be formed in Kentucky, was
created in 1798. It received its name from Colonel Daniel Boone, the
famous pioneer who led the colonists westward across the mountains into

Kentucky. Kenton, an adjoining county, was appropriately named for anoth
er pioneer hero of Kentucky, a friend and fellow Indian fighter of Boone,
Simon Kenton. Kenton began his trips into Kentucky at the age of sixteen
and was involved as a leader in many campaigns against the Indians north
of the Ohio River. These counties, bearing the names of two of America's
most rugged pioneers, are located in the northern most part of the state
on the Ohio River just across from Cincinnati.

This area is largely urban and commercially and industrially oriented,
payrolls from these two counties having amounted to $58 million in I960 with
$4, 977, 000 of this amount in Boone County and the remainder in Kenton.
Covington, the largest city of this area and one of the largest in the state,
contained 120, 700 people in I960. It has a long history as an industrial
and commercial center while Boone County is also important agriculturally.
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Summary

The theme of the entire Northern Kentucky Area is GROWTH. 1968
figures show that there are in the Area over 68 firms which employ 25 or
more full-time employees. In addition, there are numerous smaller firms

whose total employment numbers in the thousands. The 120 firms in the

three major cities in the Area--Florence, Covington and Newport --alone
report industrial employment in excess of 8,000. Just recently, plans to
build a multi-million dollar frontier amusement park in Boone County were

announced.

The metropolitan area which includes the Northern Kentucky Area

has been and continues to develop as a major manufacturing, trucking and
railroad hub in the East Central United States. River traffic, too, continues

to enhance the industrial attractiveness of the Area.

Steeped in colorful tradition and with an agressive hold on progress,
the beautiful Northern Kentucky Area is, as it has been, superbly endowed

with superior industrial development potential.
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