














Financial Institutions

Statement

Banks Assets Deposits Date
Wickliffe
Citizens State Bank $9, 494, 013.96 $8, 625, 869.23 6/30/74
La Center
The First National Bank

of La Center 8,948, 546. 76 8,362, 758, 87 12/31/74
Kevil
The Kevil Bank 9, 731, 58,21 8, 735, 269.51 12/31/74

Hotels and Motels

Ballard County

Total number 3
Total units 37

Clubs and Organizations

Ballard County

Business and Civic - Barlow Chamber of Commerce, Wickliffe Chamber
of Commerce, Retired Teachers' Club

Fraternal - American Legion, Eagles, Masonic Lodge, VEW

Women's - Eastern Star, Homemakers, Junior Woman's Club, Senior
Woman's Club, Woman's Club

Youth - Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Little LLeague Baseball, Little League
Football, 4-H




RECREATION

Local

Public Recreation Facilities

Parks - 3 (Wickliffe, La Center, and Barlow)

Playgrounds - 3

Tennis court - 1

Baseball diamonds - 3

Football field - 1

Other - Concrete boat ramp at Wickliffe; picnic tables at Barlow
Park; croquet, shuffleboard, basketball court, picnic shelters
and grills at new park in La Center

Private Recreation Facilities
Country club - Ballard County Country Club
Golf course -1
Swimming pool - 1
Tennis court - 1

Tourist Attractions
Ancient Buried City at Wickliffe
Ballard County Wildlife Management Area
Area (Within 70 miles)
Kentucky Dam Village State Resort Park

Land Between the Lakes
Kenlake State Resort Park
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AGRICULTURE - NATURAL RESOURCES - CLIMATE

Agriculture*

Labor
Ballard County Market Area

Total land area (acres) 165, 888 808, 896
Percent of area in farm land 5.3 69.0
Number of farms 848 4,672
Average size of farms (acres) 147.2 119.4
1969 value of all farm products $ 7,134,697 $29,129, 441
Value per farm 8,413 6,235
Total crop sales 3,011, 255 12,197,186
Total livestock & livestock products 4,091, 613 16, 835, 680
1973 agricultural production included:
Burley tobacco (lbs.) (est.) 1,930,000 3,448, 000
Corn for grain (bu. ) (est.) 524, 400 2,880,000
Cattle and calves (number) 22,800 92,200
Hogs and pigs (number) (preliminary) 12,900 80,400
Milk production, 1972 (lbs.) 23,400, 000 39, 045, 720

Natural Resources

Mineral resources Ball clay, miscellaneous sand
and gravel

Acres of commercial forest land 47,300
Most abundant tree species Red oak, sweetgum, white oak,
hickory, cottonwood, soft
maple, ash

#*U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Census of
Agriculture, 1969. U. S. Department of Agriculture and Kentucky
Department of Agriculture, Kentucky Agricultural Statistics, 1973.
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Climate:x

Ballard County

Temperature

Annual mean (30-year record) 59.4 degrees
Average annual 1974 58.8 degrees
Record highest, July, 1954 (32-year record) 104.0 degrees
Record lowest, January, 1963 (32-year record) - 5,0 degrees
Normal heating degree days (30-year record) 3,833

(Heating degree day totals are the sums
of negative departures of average daily
temperatures from 65° F.)

Precipitation
Mean annual total (30-year record) 47.12 inches
Mean annual snowfall (32-year record) 9.50 inches
Total precipitation 1974 37.91 inches
Mean number days precipitation (. 01 inch or more)
(32-year record) 115
Average number days thunderstorms (22-year
record) 53
Prevailing winds (22-year record) Southwest

#*U. S. Department of Commerce, Environmental Science Services
Administration, Climatological Data, 1974. Station of record:
Cairo, Illinois.
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HISTORY

Ballard County, the ninety-third county formed in the state, dates
from 1842. It is located in the extreme western part of the state in the
Jackson Purchase geographical region of Kentucky, and it contains 259
square miles of territory. Ballard County borders on the Chio River in
the north, the Mississippi River in the west, and Mayfield Creek in the
south.

Ballard County was named for Captain Bland W. Ballard, a
Virginian who migrated to Kentucky at the age of 18, He saw extensive
military service under Generals George Rogers Clark, '"Mad'' Anthony
Wayne, and William Henry Harrison.

The first county seat of Ballard County was Blandville, also
named for Captain Bland W. Ballard. In February, 1880, the courthouse
burned and all the county records were destroyed. The county seat was
moved to Wickliffe, the county was divided, and the part of Ballard County
south of Mayfield Creek became Carlisle County in 1886.

The population of Ballard County was 5,496 in 1850 and increased
rapidly to a high of 14, 378 in 1880. Over the next ten years, population
decreased to 8,390. From 1900 to 1920, population increased again and
then decreased to a low of 8,276 in 1970.

Ballard County has always had an agricultural economy, in part,
because the soil is level and extremely fertile. In 1973, agriculture
accounted for 600 of the 2,930 people employed in the county with burley
tobacco, corn, cattle, milk, and hogs the principal products. Manufac-
turing in the same year employed 730. The major firm in Ballard County
is Westvaco Corporation which manufactures business and printing
papers and bleached wood pulp.




