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BOONE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

FLORENCE, KENTUCKY



HISTORY

Boone County, the thirtieth county formed in Kentucky, contains

249 square miles and dates from 1798. Its territory was taken from

Campbell County. The Ohio River flows along its northern and western

sides. Starting near the town of Grant, a giant bend in the river protrudes

westward then curves south and eastward to Hamilton forming a huge
nose to associate with the high forehead north of Grant through Petersburg

to Veneeda in the northernmost part of Kentucky. These curves in the

river mark a geographical boundary line that resembles the profile of a

human face looking westward. No geographical formation could more
completely reflect the spirit of Daniel Boone, for whom the county was

named, than this human likeness which looks out over Western Kentucky

as if longing to explore unknown areas beyond the Mississippi. The surface

of the county is generally hilly with some level spaces back from the
escarpment that lies along the river. Most of the land is tillable, and
the soil is fairly fertile. Numerous small streams in the county flow
into the Ohio River.

Boone County contains evidence of the Adena culture. A large
number of earthenware vessels, copper bracelets, pendants, rings, and

breastplates have been found in earth mounds and radioactive carbon tests

indicate an age of over 1, 200 years.

The first white visitors to come to Boone County included a French
Captain named Longueil who discovered Big Bone Lick in 1739. In 1751

Robert Smith carried two teeth of a mastadon from the place for Christopher
Gist who wanted to give his employer a momento from the west. Some

five years later Mrs. Mary Ingels was taken there by the Indians, from
whom she made a dramatic escape. Thomas Bullitt, James Douglas, and

James Harrod made a survey of Big Bone Lick in 1773, which was followed
the next year by a survey made by John Floyd.

The first settlement was made in 1783 at Petersburg by Robert

Tanner, a Baptist preacher. Two years later John Hindman, William
West, John Seft and their families arrived from Pennsylvania. Tanner's

Station, later known as Petersburg, consisted of a blockhouse and stock

yard and soon became the nucleus of a thriving river trade.

During the Civil War John Hunt Morgan's Raiders, while on a
reconnoitering expedition, were opposed by a larger Federal command

under General Lew Wallace at Florence in the eastern part of Boone

County. Morgan's forces were able to rout Wallace's men by the spirited
manner of their attack.
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Boone County was named for Daniel Boone, a native of Exeter
Township near Reading, Pennsylvania. He came to Kentucky via the
Yadkin River Valley in North Carolina.

Burlington, the county seat, is 848 feet above sea level and was

incorporated in 1824. When Boone County was organized John Craig and
Robert Johnson donated 74 acres for a county seat site. Burlington is

located in a prosperous farm trading center which produces grain, tobacco,
and other agricultural products.

The 1850 population of Boone County was 11, 185. The population
fluctuated until it reached its 1910 level of 9,420. From 1910 the

population of Boone County rapidly grew, reaching 32, 82 in 1970.

Agriculture accounted for 640 of the county's 9, 820 employed in
1971, with corn, burley tobacco, cattle and hogs the principal products.
Manufacturing employment increased from 156 in 1962 to 3, 318 in 1972.
There are 18 major industrial firms in Boone County.

The Greater Cincinnati Airport at Florence is served by six major
airlines which provide over 100 flights daily to all parts of the country.

Interstate highways afford other modern transportation to the area.

Major John P. Gaines served five terms in the Kentucky Legislature,
fought in the Mexican War, represented his district in the United States
Congress, and was territorial Governor of Oregon at the time of his death
in 1853. John U. Lloyd wrote Stringtown on the Pike which depicted the

locale of Florence, his native town.
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