














AGRICULTURE - NATURAL RESOURCES - CLIMATE

(WS}

Agriculture 1

Fleming Collnty Labor Market Area

Total land area (acres) 224,000 1, 251, 840
Percent of area in farm land 81. 2 12:5
Number of farms 1, 399 6, 987
Average size of farms (acres) 130.1 130.0
1964 value of all farm products $ 7,539,916 $ 33,223,763
Value per farm 5,350 4,755
Total crop sales 4,483, 824 21, 684, 688
Total livestock & livestock products 3,056,092 11, 533.851
1968 agricultural production included:
Burley tobacco (1bs.) 6,379, 000 31,439, 000
Corn (bu.) 586, 000 2,209,000
Cattle and calves (number) 27,000 118, 000
Hogs and pigs (number) 6, 600 26,200
Milk production (1967) (1bs.) 42,000, 000 152,960, 000

Natural Resources

Principal mineral resources Limestone
Other mineral resources Sand and gravel; sandstone, petroleum,
and natural gas have been encountered.
Acres of commercial forest land 60,100
Most abundant tree species White oak, hickory, red oak, ash, soft
maple, yellow poplar, and hard maple
Climate 12/
Fleming County
Temperature
Annual mean (30-year record) 55, 6 degrees
Average annual (1970) 54,5 degrees
Record highest July, 1966+%* (7-year record) 98 degrees
Record lowest January, 1966+ (7-year record) -10 degrees
Seasonal heating degree-days (30-year record) 4,683
Precipitation
Mean annual total (30-year record) 44,73 inches
Mean annual snow and sleet (25-year record) 16.0 inches
Total precipitation 1969 39. 50 inches
Mean number days precipitation (.01 inches or more)
(26-year record) 129
Average number days thunderstorms (26-year record) 47
Prevailing winds (17-year record) South

**Also on earlier dates, months, or years.
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HISTORY

Fleming County is situated in the northeastern portion of Kentucky
covering 350 square miles of territory. Its area is about equally divided
between the Knobs and Bluegrass geographical regions of the state. The
surface of the county is rolling in the western portion and hilly to moun-
tainous in the eastern portion. It is well-drained by the Licking River
and its tributaries and has unusually fertile creek bottoms. Limestone
is abundant in the area, which is dotted with mineral springs.

The county's first explorers came in an expedition led by General
William Thompson of Pennsylvania in 1773; but due to Indian problems
there was no settlement made until 1790, when John Fleming came from
Virginia. Joined by his half brother, George Stockton, and several others,
Fleming fortified a settlement which was called Flemings' Station, later
named Flemingsburg. Colonel Fleming remained in the area fighting
Indians until his death at their hands in 1794. Four years later in 1798,
Fleming County became Kentucky's twenty-sixth county, taking its name
from Colonel Fleming.

Flemingsburg, the county seat, was incorporated in 1872 and named
for the Fleming family. Its courthouse, until recently replaced, was one
of the oldest in the state. With a 1970 population of approximately 2, 500,
Flemingsburg has recently completed a number of modern buildings and
community facilities.

The earliest recorded population figure for Fleming County was
5,016 for 1800, An all-time high of 17,074 was reached in 1900, with a
subsequent decline to 11, 962 in 1950, and 10,890 in 1960. In the next
decade, however, the population trend was reversed due to industrial
growth, for a total of 11, 366 in 1970,

Agricultural employment accounted for 1, 300 of the county's 3, 900
jobs in 1969. Principal agricultural products are corn, hay, tobacco,
poultry, cattle and hogs. Industrial growth was up over 200 percent since
1959 to 680 in 1969. The most important manufactured products of Fleming
County are shoes and metal products, produced by Flemingsburg's two
largest firms: U.S. Shoe Corporation, and Randall Company.

Transportation in Fleming County will be enhanced by the new
Fleming-Mason Airport.
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Fleming County has produced four governors of other states and
territories. Alvin Sanders served as the last territorial governor of
Nebraska (1861-1867), Clairborne F. Jackson was elected Governor of
Missouri in 1861, Willis A, Gorman was the territorial governor of
Minnesota (1853-1857), and Richard M. Bishop was governor of Ohio
(1878-1880).
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