





AGRICULTURE - NATURAL RESOURCES - CLIMATE

Agriculture 13/

Labor Market

Greenup County Area
Total land area (acres) 224,640 895, 360
Percent of area in farm land 47,3 56.0
Number of farms 930 4,006
Average size of farms (acres) 114.3 125, 2
1964 value of all farm products $2,274, 386 $11,453,434
Value per farm 2,446 2,859
Total crop sales 1,200, 976 6,304,811
Total livestock & livestock products 1,064, 335 5,135, 737
1969 agricultural production included:
Burley tobacco (1bs.) 1,898,000 9,735,000
Corn (bu.) 192,000 827,000
Cattle and calves (number) 8,500 45,500
Hogs and pigs (number) 1,500 5,900
Milk production (1968) (lbs.) 4,545 51,195
Natural Resources
Principal mineral resources limestone, fire clay, and
petroleum
Other mineral resources coal, sand, and gravel
Acres of commmercial forest land 154,900
Most abundant tree species Red oak, white oak, hickory

vellow pine, yellow poplar,
beech, hard maple and soft maple

Climate 14/ Greenup County
Temperature
Annual mean (30-year record) 55.0 degrees
Average annual 1970 54, 8 degrees
Record highest August, 1918 (82-year record) 106 degrees
Record lowest February, 1899 (82-year record) - 27 degrees
Seasonal heating degree-days (30-year record) 4,754
Precipitation
Mean annual total (30-year record) 38.77 inches
Mean annual snow and sleet (82-year record) 24, 20 inches
Total precipitation 1970 38. 32 inches
Mean number days precipitation (.01 inch or more)
(82-year record) 142
Average number days thunderstorms (76-year record) 44
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HISTORY

Greenup County is located in the northeastern part of Kentucky on
the Ohio River and is adjacent to the City of Portsmouth, Ohio. It covers
an area of 350 square miles., Little Sandy River and Tygart Creek flow across
it and empty into the Ohio River. The land surface ranges from rich river
bottoms to rolling and hilly areas, as it lies near the foothills of the Appala-
lachian Mountains. About two-thirds of the area is forested.

Settlers first came to the Greenup County area in the mid-eighteenth
century. South Portsmouth, formerly called Springfield, was settled at a
site once occupied by Shawnee Indians and early French traders before any
Englishmen came to Kentucky. Jesse Boone, one of Daniel Boone's brothers,
settled near the town of Greenup, where his brother often visited him. Daniel
carved the famous '"D. Boone killed a bar' on a tree in this vicinity. By 1800
a mill, tannery, and store were operated at Old Town by John Womacks.

Greenup became Kentucky's forty-fifth county in 1803, its territory
taken from Mason County. It was named for Christopher Greenup, who was a
United States Congressman at the end of the eighteenth century and later be-
came Kentucky's third Governor. Greenup, the county seat, is located on the
Ohio and was incorporated in 1818 as Greenupsburg.

In 1810 Greenup County had 2, 369 inhabitants. This grew steadily to
24,887 in 1950; 29,238 in 1960; and 33,192 in 1970. Flatwoods is the largest
city, with a population of 7,380 in 1970. The towns of Greenup, Raceland,
Russell, and Worthington all have populations of over 1, 000.

Agriculture accounted for 400 of the county's 5,400 employed in
1970, with burley tobacco, corn, cattle, and milk the principal products.
Manufacturing employment grew to 500 in 1970, Largest of the county's
firms are Charles Taylor & Sons Company, making special refractory pro-
ducts and Industrial Metal Castings, which produces iron castings, and
Hooker Chemical Company, which produces chemical coke., Portions of the
Armco Steel Corporation's steel works are in Greenup County.

Tourist and recreational facilities are provided for the county at
Greenbo Lake State Park.

The most prominent of Greenup County's sons is Jesse Stuart, Ken-
tucky's famous poet and author. His works on life in eastern Kentucky
include The Thread That Runs so True, Man With a Bull-Tongue Plow, and
Taps for Private Tussie,
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