














as a Louisville-oriented Kentucky historical society with rare record
archives. And to preserve the flavor of the past, the city-owned Belle
of Louisville cruises the Ohio providing entertainment for the total
community,

Points of Interest:

Belle of Louisville, old sternwheel excursion boat operating in season

Cave Hill Cemetery

Cherokee Park

Churchill Downs, home of famed Kentucky Derby

Farmington, historic home designed by Thomas Jefferson, visited by
Abraham Lincoln

Guthrie Green (Statue of the Bride)

Iroquois Park

Kentucky Railway Museum (in season)

Locust Grove, home of George Rogers Clark at time of his death

Louisville Downs Race Track

Louisville Zoo

Miles Park Racetrack

Museum of Science & History

Old Louisville area

Rauch Memorial Planetarium

Seneca Park

Shawnee Park

J. B. Speed Memorial Museum

University of Louisville

Visitor's Information Center (Founders Square)

Zachary Taylor National Cemetery and Monument
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AGRICULTURE - NATURAL RESOURCES - CLIMATE

Agriculture*

Jefferson County

Total land area (acres) 239,936
Percent of area in farm land 36. 8
Number of farms 994
Average size of farms (acres) 88. 8
1969 value of all farm products $7, 330, 862
Value per farm 7,375
Total crop sales 3,568,854
Total livestock & livestock products 3,749, 563
1970 agricultural production included:
Burley tobacco (lbs.) 515,000
Corn (bu.) 216,000
Cattle and calves (number) 23,000
Hogs and pigs (number) 10, 800
Milk production, 1969 (lbs.) 36,660,000

Natural Resources

Principal mineral resources Limestone, sand and
gravel, miscellaneous
clay

Acres of commercial forest land ' 33,400

Most abundant tree species Oak and hickory

*U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Census of
Agriculture, 1969. U. S. Department of Agriculture and Kentucky
Department of Agriculture, Kentucky Agricultural Statistics, 1971.
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Climate*
Jefferson County
Temperature
Annual mean (30=-year record) 55,7 degrees
Average annual 1972 56.5 degrees
Record highest, July, 1966%% (ll-year record) 101.0 degrees
Record lowest, January, 1963 (ll-year record) - 20,0 degrees
Normal heating degree days (30-year record) 4,660

(Heating degree day totals are the sums of negative
departures of average daily temperatures from

65° F.)
Precipitation
Mean annual total (30-year record) 41, 32 inches
Mean annual snow and sleet (24-year record) 18. 60 inches
Total precipitation 1972 42,28 inches
Mean number days precipitation (.01 inch or more)
(24-year record) 122
Average number days thunderstorms (24-year record) 4
Prevailing winds (15-year record) South

*U. S. Department of Commerce, Environmental Science Services
Administration, Climatological Data, 1972, Station of record:
Louisville.

**Also on earlier dates, months and years.
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HISTORY

Louisville, the city at the Falls of the Ohio River, was one of the
first cities settled in the American West. Established in 1778 by General
George Rogers Clark during the American Revolution, the town was named
in 1780 for Louis XVI of France to honor the French for services rendered
during the Revolution.

Louisville is located within Jefferson County in the northwest portion
of central Kentucky. The county has 375 square miles of territory and one=-
third of its boundary line follows the Ohio River. Numerous creeks drain
the eastern and southern part of the county and flow southward to join the
Salt River,

The Ohio River served as a main route of civilization moving from
the Eastern Seaboard into the Middle West, Louisville's location at the
falls of the river made it an important river port and frontier town for river
commerce, Louisville was incorporated as a city in 1828, By 1831, the
Louisville and Portland Canal was completed to provide a water by-pass
around the treacherous Fallsiof the Ohio. Presently, water behind the Mac-
Alpine Locks and Dam covers the falls except in seasons of low water.

Louisville's greatest development has come during the last 25 years.
Today, among other things, Louisville is the nation's leading synthetic
rubber, paint and varnish, and whiskey-producing city.

The city is nationally known for its University of Louisville, the
first municipally-supported institution established in America, and founded
in 1798,

Louisville has a number of interesting events which recall its
colorful history. One of the most famous is the running of the Kentucky
Derby at Churchill Downs, This event draws more than 100,000 visitors
annually to Kentucky. Other historical facts include:

1783 - Evan Williams built the first small distillery here, starting
an industry which today produces half of the world's output of
bourbon whiskey.

1785 - General Zachary Taylor, hero of the Mexican War and 12th
President of the United States, became a Louisville citizen at the
age of 9 months when he arrived with his parents. The Taylor home

still stands on Blankenbaker Lane, Zachary Taylor National Military

Cemetery and Tomb are located in Louisville, and many of the
World War I and II dead were returned here for re-burial,
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1800 - The first ocean-going sailship came down the Chio River to
Louisville,

1811 - Robert Fulton's ""Orleans, ' the first steamboat on western
waters, docked at the Louisville wharf.

1830 - Louisville's first horseracing course - Oakland Track -
came into existence.

1840 - Louisville became the first city in the American West to
acquire gas lights, In the same decade, the city became the
biggest tobacco market and one of the largest pork markets in
the world,

1883 - Louisville businesses sponsored the Southern Exposition,
a fabulous display of industrial progress during which President
Chester A, Arthur threw the switch that turned on the first large-
scale installation of Edison's newly-invented incandescent light
bulbs,
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