














Financial Institutions

Statement as of June 30, 1972

Bank Assets Deposits
Hyden Citizens Bank $5,597, 444,59 $5,160, 298.71
Motels

Total number - 1
Units - 24

Clubs and Organizations

Business and Civic - Lions, Jaycees, Leslie County Development
Association

Fraternal - Masonic Lodge, VEW

Women's - Hyden-Hylanders Homemakers Club, Eastern Star

Youth - Leslie County Youth Council, Boy Scouts, Community Action
Council, Little League baseball, softball league, 4-H, FHA, Hi Y

Club, Beta Club, Junior Conservation, Cub Scouts

Other - Fish and Game Club, Senior Citizens Group
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RECREATION

Local

Public Recreation Facilities
Parks - 4
Tennis court - 1
Baseball diamond - 1
Football fields - 1
Other - boat dock near Hyden

Private Recreation Facilities
Youth Center - 1
Movie theaters - 1 drive-in

Tourist Attractions
St. Christopher's Chapel with 15th century stained glass window
Mary Breckinridge Festival

Area (Within 75 miles)

Buckhorn Lake State Resort Park

Levi Jackson Wilderness Road State Park

Pine Mountain State Resort Park, Book of Job, Kentucky Mountain
Laurel Festival

Kingdom Come State Park

Daniel Boone National Forest

Poke Sallet Festival, Harlan

Greasy Creek
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AGRICULTURE - NATURAL RESOURCES - CLIMATE

Agriculture 12/

Labor
Leslie County Market Area
Total land area (acres) 261, 760 1,320,128
Percent of area in farm land 9.76 11. 35
Number of farms 155 1,237
Average size of farms (acres) 164.7 1211
1969 value of all farm products $ 75,116 $2,207,977
Value per farm 484 1,784
Total crop sales 50,601 1,484,303
Total livestock & livestock products 23, 805 701,017
1970 agricultural production included:
Burley tobacco (1bs.) 109, 000 2,581,000
Corn (bu.) 11,000 136, 000
Cattle and calves (number) 600 10, 600
Hogs and pigs (number) 500 6,200
Milk production, 1969 (lbs.) 6,240,000
Natural Resources
Principal mineral resources coal and petroleum
Other mineral resources natural gas
Acres of commercial forest land 227,500
Most abundant tree species red oak, white oak, vellow poplar,

hickory, beech, soft maple, hard maple
Climate 13/

Leslie County

Temperature
Annual mean (30-year record) 56.8 degrees
Average annual 1971 57.0 degrees
Record highest, July, 1970 (10-year record) 95.0 degrees
Record lowest, January, 1966 (10-year record) -15.0 degrees
Seasonal heating degree days (30-year record) 4,143
Precipitation
Mean annual total (30-year record) 41.06 inches
Mean annual snow and sleet (34-year record) 16.70 inches
Total precipitation 1971 43.24 inches
Mean number days precipitation, (.01 inch or more)
(26-year record) 133
Average number days thunderstorms (28-year record) 46
Prevailing winds (9-year record) West-southwest
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HISTORY

Leslie County, the one hundred seventeenth county formed in the
state, dates from 1878. It was taken from Clay, Harlan and Ferry Counties
and lies in the largest coal producing area in the state. Its land surface is
rugged and has an area of 409 square miles. Ninety-two percent of the
total acreage of the county is classified as forested land, thus it is unsuitable
for agricultural production.

The first settlers in Leslie County were John Sizemore and his
family who came from North Carolina in 1817 and settled at the present
site of Hyden. No wagon road connected this settlement with the outside
world until the 1880's. Before that time goods were brought by canoe up
the Middle Fork of the Kentucky River.

The county was named for Preston Hopkins Leslie, who was
Governor of Kentucky from 1871 to 1875.

Hyden, the county seat, is situated on the Middle Fork of the
Kentucky River and is 870 feet above sea level. It was named for Judge
Hyden who was the first county judge. It was incorporated in 1947.

Hyden is famous as the directing center for the Frontier Nursing
Service and residence of its director and founder Mary Breckinridge. Today
a more modern hospital is being built to be dedicated in her honor and it is
possible to see one more token of the high esteem in which Mary Breckinridge
was held. This is a fifteenth century stained glass window given to Mary
Breckinridge and situated in the small St. Christopher Chapel near the old
hospital.

Mining and quarrying are the principle industries in Leslie County
providing an average employment of 268 or 15 percent of total jobs. Gov-
ernment employment provides approximately 50 percent of the jobs. In 1970
Leslie County mined 2,323,000 tons of bituminous coal.

Although Ieslie County showed a substantial increase in population
during every decade in the twentieth century except the 1950's, the population
of the county in 1970 was 11,623 or a 6.2 percent increase from 1960. Hyden
also showed a decrease in population of 46 percent from 1950 to 1960 but has
grown 38.5 percent since 1960 to a 1970 population of 482.
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