


RECREATION

Local

Public Recreation Facilities

Supervised program - Owingsville Recreation Department
Park - 1

Playgrounds - 2

Baseball diamonds - 2

Football field - 1

Other - Skating rink

Private Recreation Facilities

Country club - 1

Golf course - 1 (9-hole)

Swimming pool - 1
Movie theaters - 1 indoor, 1 drive-in

Other - 2 tennis courts

Tourist Attractions

Owings Furnace - Makers of Civil War cannon balls

Owings House
Lions Club Horse Show

May Day Celebration

Cultural Events

Morehead State University, 21 miles distant, offers concerts,
lectures and art exhibits.

Area (Within 50 miles)

Daniel Boone National Forest

Natural Bridge State Resort Fark
Fort Boonesborough State Park
Carter Caves State Resort Park

Blue Licks Battlefield State Park
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AGRICULTURE - NATURAL RESOURCES - CLIMATE

1 2 /
Agriculture —'

Total land area (acres)

Percent of area in farm land

Number of farms

Average size of farms (acres)

1969 value of all farm produ-cts
Value per farm

Total crop sales

Total livestock & livestock products

1970 agricultural production included;
Burley tobacco (lbs. )
Corn (bu. )

Cattle and calves (number)

Hogs and pigs (number)

Milk production, 1969 (lbs. )

Bath County

183,680

73. 7

1,095

123.5

$6,914,537
6, 314

4, 140,471

2,755,631

6,078,000

307,000

25,400

5, 600

17,400,000

Labor

Market Area

1,180,800

73. 6

6, 646

130. 9

$49,275,420
7,414

24,837,091

24,267, 670

37,816,000

1,919,000

161,300

69,500
105,250,000

Natural Resources

Principal mineral resources

Other mineral resources

Acres of commercial forest land

Most abundant tree species

Climate

Temperature

Annual mean (30-year record)

Average annual 1971
Record highest, July, 1966^" (8-year record)
Record lowest, January, 1966^^^ (8-year record)
Seasonal heating degree days (30-year record)

Precipitation

Mean annual total (30-year record)

Mean annual snow and sleet (27-year record)
Total precipitation 1971

Mean number days precipitation, (.01 inch or more)
(27-year record)

Average number days thimderstorms (27-year record)
Prevailing winds (17-year record)

petroleum

limestone, sandstone, iron ore

56,300

Red oak, white oak, hickory, yellow

poplar, yellow pine, beech, soft

maple, ash, hard maple

Bath County

55.6 degrees
55.6 degrees
98.0 degrees

-10.0 degrees

4,683

44. 73 inches

16.50 inches

44. 67 inches

128

47

south

'i^Also on earlier dates, months and years
22.



HISTORY

Bath County, the fifty-sixth county established in Kentucky dates from
1811. The approximately 287 square miles of land were taken from Montgomery
County. Bath County lies in the Knobs and Bluegrass physiographic regions of
Kentucky. One of the largest deposits of iron ore in Kentucky is found in the
southeastern part of the county. Some bituminous coal beds are also found in
this region.

Primarily in the vicinity of Sharpsburg, about 11 miles west of Owings-
ville, are found several mounds and ancient fortification sites. The remains of

an enormous mastodon, housed in the Centre College Museum at Danville,
were found in a pond near Sharpsburg in 1851.

The name, Bath, was inspired by the great number of mineral springs
located in the county. Mud Lick, later named Olympian Springs by Henry
Clay who owned an interest in them was the most famous of those springs.
Three kinds of water - sulphur, salt-sulphur and chalybeate, gush from the
ground. These springs, which became prominent in 1791, were used for
drinking and bathing.

The first stage route ran between Olympian Springs and Lexington.
Salt Lick, a few miles east of Olympian Springs, provided large amounts
of salt to early settlers of eastern Kentucky. As early as 1790, an iron fur
nace was built on Slate Creek. Here, cannon balls weighing as much as four
pounds were cast during the War of 1812. These were transported by wagon
to the Licking River, put on flatboats and sent down the Ohio and Mississippi
River to New Orleans for General Andrew Jackson's forces to use against the
British in 1815.

Owingsville, the county seat, was established in 1811. It is located
on the top of a low hill near the geographic center of the county.

In 1850, Bath County had a population of 12, 115. The population
reached a high of 14, 734 in 1900 before declining to 9, 114 in I960. The popu
lation has increased slightly in the 1960's to 9, 235 in 1970.
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