


HISTORY

Boyle County lies in the central portion of Kentucky, partly in the
Bluegrass Physiographic Region and partly in the Knobs. Its eastern border
follows Herrington Lake on Dix River, and Chaplin and Salt Rivers flow
through the county. Its 183 square miles of territory range from gently
rolling to hilly terrain with rich soil.

The Boyle County area was one of the earliest colonized in Kentucky.
James Harrod, the founder of Harrodsburg, in adjoining Mercer County,
built a cabin in present-day Danville around 1774, The first settlement
was made in 1775, and within a decade enough progress had been made for
Danville to become the center for efforts to make Kentucky a state, Begin-
ning in 1784, ten conventions met over a period of eight years in a building
on present-day Constitution Square in efforts to lay a basis for statehood.
Under the leadership of Samuel McDowell, these conventions led to Kentucky's
admission to the Union on June 1, 1792.

Danville served as the seat of Virginian government west of the
Allegheny Mountains from 1785 to 1792, and upon Kentucky's admission to
the Union, Danville became the first state capitol for a brief time. The
first post office west of the Alleghenies was established here in 1792 and
the restored structure now sits at Constitution Square near a replica of the
Convention Building. An important advance in surgery was made in Danville
in 1809, when Doctor Ephraim McDowell performed the first abdominal
operation. A shrine has been made of the McDowell residence where the
operation was performed.

Two of the state's most prominent educational institutions, Transyl-
vania and Centre Colleges, were founded at Danville, Transylvania was
chartered by the Virginia Assembly in 1780, established in 1783, and moved
to Lexington in 1788 to merge with Lexington Seminary. Centre was char-
tered in 1819 and has since produced a host of distinguished alumni, including
two United States Vice Presidents, Richard M, Johnson and John C. Breckin-
ridge, Supreme Court Chief Justice Fred Vinson and thirteen United States
Senators. One of the country's most respected independent liberal arts
colleges, Centre had an enrollment of 717 in 1971. The Kentucky School
for the Deaf, established at Danville in 1823, was the first school of its
kind to be operated at government expense.

Boyle County was not formed until 1842, after some thirty years of
agitation for county status. The state's ninety-fourth county, Boyle was
named for John Boyle, a Virginia native who moved to Kentucky, where he
was elected to three terms in the United States Congress and served as
Kentucky's Chief Justice for 16 years. Danville is the county seat of Boyle
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County. The Civil War Battle of Perryville in 1862 was the bloodiest to
take place in Kentucky, and a memorial park is maintained at the battle
gite in Perryville, west of Danville,

In 1850, Boyle County had 9, 116 inhabitants. By 1950, the figure
had reached 20, 532, and by 1960, 21,257. There followed a slight decline
to 21,090 in 1970, Danville's population was 11, 542 in 1970, and Junction
City had 1, 046 residents.

There were 10, 500 people employed in Boyle County in 1970. Agri-
culture accounted for 900 of these jobs, with burley tobacco, corn, cattle
and milk the principal products. Manufacturing employment has nearly
doubled since 1959, reaching 3,000 in 1971. The greatest production is
in apparel, paper and glass products, Largest of the county's firms are:
American Greetings Corporation, a distribution center for stationery and
gift wrap; Palm Beach Company, making men's suits; Corning Glass Works,
producing glass bulbs and tubing; and Genesco, Incorporated, which makes

women's shoes.,

mong noted figures in Boyle County history was James G. Birney,
a well-known abolitionist prior to the Civil War who was a presidential
candidate of the Liberty Party in 1844,
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