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Coffee Shop Ghazal

On the cup she left her red lips,
and he wished he could have read lips.

He wanted to read everything they’d said,
wanted to see her take-me-to-bed lips.

Those two lines, so sumptuous, plumptuous,
they said, “Remember these can’t-get-out-your-head lips.”

Watching her reapply a quick slick of lipstick,
he thought, “Let’s move this ahead, Lips.”

But she left before he found his voice.
It was buried beneath his dead lips.

He watched her leave the coffee shop,
and with her, those where-could-this-have-led lips.

He filed it under not-meant-to-be
and began searching for instead lips.

To be Hale is to be healthy and robust
with rosy cheeks and red lips.
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