














AGRICULTURE - NATURAL RESOURCES - CLIMATE

Agriculture 1_3/

Henry County

Labor Market Area

Total land area (acres)

Percent of area in farm land

Number of farms

Average size of farms (acres)

1964 value of all farm products
Value per farm

Total crop sales 5

Total livestock & livestock
products

1968 agricultural production included:
Burley tobacco (lbs.)
Corn (bu.)
Cattle and calves (number)
Hogs and pigs (number)
Milk production (1967) (lbs.)

Natural Resources

Principal mineral resources
Other mineral resources

Acres of commercial forest land
Most abundant tree species

Climate 14/

Temperature
Annual mean (30-year record)
Average annual 1969

$8,

3,

8,

57,

184,960 1,084, 160
92.3 87.8
1,281 6,578
133.3 144 .7
595,442 $43, 803,282
6,710 6,659
075,551 24,670,066
513,690 19,075, 827
340,000 39,471,000
481,000 2,598,000
38,900 181,100
12,500 53,500
420,000 301, 790,000
Limestone

Sand, vein minerals (lead, zinc
and barite) and clay

44,200

White oaks, red oaks, hickories,
red cedar, ash, hard maple,
and black walnut

Henry County

55. 6 degrees
54,6 degrees

Record highest July, 1966 (6-year record)
Record lowest January, 1966 (6-year record)
Seasonal heating degree-days (30-year record)
Precipitation

Mean annual total (30-year record)

Mean annual snow and sleet (25-year record)
Total precipitation 1969

Mean number days precipitation (25-year record)

(.01 inch or more)

98.0 degrees
-10.0 degrees
4, 683

44,73 inches
16.0 1inches
39,50 inches

128

Average number days thunderstorms (25-year record) 47

Prevailing winds (17-year record)

26.
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HISTORY

Henry County was formed in 1798 as the 31st Kentucky county. It
was taken from Shelby County and later was subdivided to help form
Oldham and Trimble. The county was named for Patrick Henry - firebrand
of the Revolution - who was Governor of Virginia when Kentucky County was
formed.

The Kentucky River flows along the entire eastern boundary of
Henry County. Topographically, the county is gently rolling land with the
exception of the rugged Kentucky River Valley. Most of the land is fertile,
and agriculture has historically been of dominant importance,

Eminence - the largest town in the county-is located near the
southern boundary and gets its name from being the highest point in elevation
on the Louisville and Nashville Railroad between Louisville and Lexington.
The Pollard House nearby was erected about 1790. During the Civil War,
John Hunt Morgan and Captain Thomas Hines were entertained there after
their escape from the Ohio State Penitentiary.

New Castle, the county seat, was incorporated in 1817 and was
probably named for New Castle, Pennsylvania, from which several families
came to settle in the county. Near the center of the town is the Thomas
Smith House built in 1818 by one of the early builders of the Louisville and
Nashville Railroad. The Pryor House is a two-story brick building of
Georgian Colonial style with an elaborately carved interior trim of cherry.
Other historic houses in the town are the Burkley Tavern and the Graves
House.

Notable historic events include:
*Christopher Gist surveyed the area as early as 1751.

*Settlers first came in the early 1770's.

*Drennon Springs,discovered in 1773, continued as a popular
watering place and summer resort until the 1860's.

*In the 1780's 34 Dutch settlers made the first regular settlement
in the county.

*Western Military Academy was established during the 1850's and
during the war was used as a federal recruiting station.




Some prominent figures from Henry County are:

*Zachary F. Smith - Superintendent of Public Instruction of
Kentucky, 1867-1871, and a railroad builder.

*Judge W. S. Pryor - Chief Justice of the Kentucky Court of
Appeals and the first Confederate named to the court following
the war.

| *William Gordon Graves - member of Congress 1835-1841 who
; killed a fellow Congressman in a duel, which led to the outlawing
of dueling.

*Rueben T. Durett - historian, lawyer, editor of the Louisville
Courier, founder of the Filson Club and the Louisville Free
Public Library.

*John A. "Footsie' Marcum, American League Baseball pitcher
from 1932 through 1939, who has the distinction of being the only
pitcher to strike out the great Babe Ruth three times in a row.

Henry County in both the past and present has been primarily
| agricultural. But the beginning of a transition to a more diversified
economy is evident. Many residents of the county commute daily to the
state capitol at Frankfort and to industrial jobs in Louisville., Manufacturing
is becoming important with 4 plants locating in the county in recent years.
And there is interest in the creation of additional industrial jobs to absorb
the growing manpower resources no longer required in agriculture.
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