


RECREATION

Local
Providg_:lgg Sebree
Public Recreation Facilities

Supervised program - Yes Yes
Parks - 1 1
Playgrounds - 1
Baseball diamonds - 2 1
Other - Basketball courts

Private Recreation Facilities
Country club - 1
Golf course - 1
Swimming pool - 1

Bowling lanes - 1

Other - Skeet and trap shoot,
archery, skating rink,
billiards

Area (Within 75 miles)

Jefferson Davis Monument State Shrine

John James Audubon State Park

Pennyrile Forest State Park

Kentucky Dam Village State Park

Lake Barkley State Park

Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area

28.




AGRICULTURE - NATURAL RESOURCES - CLIMATE

Agriculture 13/
Labor

Webster County Market Area
Total land area (acres) 216,768 1,691,776
Percent of area in farm land #2: 5 71.7
Number of farms 861 6,020
Average size of farms (acres) 182.5 2015
1969 value of all farm products $6,790,719 $59,916, 925
Value per farm 7, 887 9,953
Total crop sales 3,172, 108 25,469,934
Total livestock & livestock products 3,597,792 34,107,428

1970 agricultural production included:
Burley tobacco (lbs.) 179, 000 2,959,000
Corn (bu.) 987,000 9,191,000
Cattle and calves (number) 22,800 195, 400
Hogs and pigs (number) 43, 800 328,300
Milk production, 1969 (lbs.) 2,280,000 32,320,000

Natural Resources

Principal mineral resources Coal and petroleum
Other mineral resources Natural gas and clays
Acres of commercial forest land 66, 900
Most abundant tree species Red oak, white oak, hickory,

sweet gum, hard and soft maple,

ash, yellow poplar, beech

Temperature
Annual mean (30-year record)
Average annual 1971
Record highest, July, 1966 (1l1-year record)
Record lowest, January 1963 (l1l-year record)
Seasonal heating degree days (30-year record)
Precipitation
Mean annual total (30-year record)
Mean annual snow and sleet (31-year record)
Total precipitation 1971
Mean number days pecipitation, (.01l inch or more)
(31-year record)

Webster County

57.0 degrees
56.9 degrees
104,0 degrees
-18.0 degrees
4, 435

41.45 inches
13. 30 inches
40,25 inches

114

Average number days thunderstorms (31-year record) 14

Prevailing winds (l4-year record)
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HISTORY:

Webster County, the one hundred and ninth county formed in
Kentucky, dates from 1860. Its land was taken from Henderson, Hopkins,
and Union Counties. It contains 339 square miles of territory. A ridge
runs through the middle of the county and divides the area between the
waters of the Green River on the northeast and Tradewater River on the
southwest., This ridge is a succession of hills whose elevation is only
slightly higher than the river valleys on each side. The soil is fertile
throughout the county.

In 1860, Webster County had a population of 7,533, gradually
increasing to a high of 20,974 by 1910. After that, the population began to
decrease. In 1940, the county population had dropped to 19, 198; to 15, 550
by 1950, to 14,244 by 1960; and to 13,282 by 1970. This migration can be
primarily attributed to a general lack of local employment and business

opportunity.

Webster County was named for Daniel Webster of Massachusetts.
Webster, perhaps more than any other public figure of his time, possessed
the high qualities of orator, statesman and patriot.

Dixon, the county seat, is 544 feet above sea level. It was named
for Archibold Dixon, Lieutenant Governor of Kentucky from 1844 to 1848,
and a member of the United States Senate from 1852 to 1855 when he
filled the unexpired term of Henry Clay after Clay's death. The site of a
prison pen, where Confederate prisoners of war were confined after the
skirmishes of Slaughters (1862) and Providence (1864), is on the Court-
house Square. The Rice House,located in the southwestern portion of the
town, was the birthplace of Cale Young Rice, a distinguished Kentucky
poet. Dixon's economy was given a shot in the arm during World War IJ
when air borne units were trained at Camp Breckinridge whose site lies
in both Webster and Union Counties.

Alfred Townes was the first person to mine and use coal in Webster
County. It came from an outcropping on a hillside at the edge of Dixon,
just off the Old Indian Trail which was later followed for several miles by
the Natchez Trace. While developing the coal industry, Townes made an
attempt to build a railroad into the section. He failed when his financial
backers refused to support the project to completion., Today the Louisville
& Nashville Railroad and the Illinois Central Gulf Railroad have lines
running through the county,

Agriculture provided 660 of the county's 3, 500 jobs in 1971. Mining
and quarrying provided 745 jobs. Manufacturing employment increased
63.6 percent or 199 jobs between 1961 and 1971. Largest of the county's
firms is the Norfilm Division of Northern Petrochemical Company, which

produces plastic bags and plastic freezer boxes.
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