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1815 Log House

Interpretive Manual

Types of House Museums

It is important to understand the different typéb@ause museums
and their purposes before we offer information dlmow own
house museum. There are three basic types oéhmnuseums:
Documentary
Representative
Decorative
Each type has its purpose and distinct interprehuast.

The Documentary house museuas its name implies, is based on
documentary evidence that is germana particular house and its
inhabitants Monticellois a good example of a documentary house
museum. As the home of Thomas Jefferson, plansiasigns,
furniture and account books, letters and drawingside the
information with which that building and its ext@resgrounds are
restored, furnished and interpreted. Based onratajpy
documentsMonticello presents colors, objects, surfaces, landscape
...whatever... documented facts about how thatcudait property
looked at a given time which helps create a coragietture of the
individual who lived there...Simply put, the documemgthouse
museum documents the life of a specific individualamily.

The Representative house museamits name implies, has a
broader scope to its interpretation. Still basedlocuments, this
type of house museum represents what was commanrégion
or area, instead of being particular to one pemsdamily. A good
example idMagnolia Mound Plantatiomn Baton Rouge. Few
documents survive for the duPlantier family wholtoilie house.




There are no inventories, diaries, journals, widers, or account
books from the duPlantier family; no family docurtenin a
representative museum documents froany plantations in the
region are used to developygical inventory,typical room
designations, antypical furnishings for Creole Louisiana.
Certainly the few documents that exist particutathie
duPlantier’'s were used, plus the historic coloml] finishes, door
finishes, etc. to create the restored space.

A representative museum is a compilation of features from many
similar properties in a region, brought togethepresent a typical
house for that specific area or region. The buiéde his family
are important only in that they also representififthe region at
the time. This is often the most difficult typeladuse museum for
visitors, guides, and interpretive staff to graspae continually
wants to make the house documentary....seekingreumore
shred of information about the family or the burldehen this is
only peripherally important.

The Decorative Arts house musebasically exists to show off
pretty objects in period room&Vinterthur, or Bayou Bendire
good examples. Both were built as homes, but exilstto show
roomsdecor ated in the height of fashion, displaying the best-of-
the-best for a given period. The people who khétoriginal
houses, from which the rooms on display were talen,
unimportant. The original furnishings from a peutar house are
not wanted. The best room from, say colonial Nayps filled
with the best furniture made in colonial Newporddhat is the
purpose of this type of museum. Any regional ceinie
completely centered on decorative arts style, nataxial customs
or folkways. The museum exists to show decoratite within an
architectural setting.

Qur House Museum
Having very little information about the Felts faynit is




Impossibleto present our museum as tteeumentary Felts
House. A much more realistic interpretive goal is as a
representative 1815 Log HouseWe have used what little bits of
information we have about the Felts family, andrést of our
interpretation is taken from the letters, journalsgentories,
objects, or other documents from their neighbdiise one
neighbor we did not use was the South Union shai@munity,
since there was a rift between them and the Faitgly.

As aRepresentative House Museum, we use documents from all
over Logan County, and perhaps surrounding count¢ss find

out what was typical for the region. We compatatiee wealth
with relative wealth so as not to be confusing ¢heseriors with
those of a less wealthy family. We representifif€outh Central
Kentucky during the period of interpretation, & lihat was
enjoyed by the Felts’ as well as some of their nieays.

For instance, the 1815 log house is currently bpaigted, a job
that would have been an annual chore for a weé&dtyly.

Period of I nterpretation, or Cut-Off Date.

A cut-off date sets the time period to be integdedirects the
restoration work to be done, and establishes thegef greatest
significance for the property. Establishing thei@d of greatest
significance is the first step in creating a restion plan.

Let’'s say we have a small house, built in 1820, lavadi in by
nobody important. This house however was usedibgaln when
he was writing the Gettysburg Address. After tidl@Var the
boring family moved back in for the next 100 yeavghat do you
think the period of greatest significance would d@f’course, it is
the visit by Lincoln that makes this house worthiisg and
restoring. In that case we would choose 1863 asutoff date.
That means we try to make the house look as iindidB63.



Anything earlier in the house is acceptable, amghater than that
Is out of keeping with our ‘Lincoln’s Visit’ intenetation.

Selecting a cut-off date is one of the most impuréspects of
creating a house museum; it defines the prograstofraion,
furnishing, interpretation). It establishes whatsgrestored, and
what gets removed. It establishes what furniture seeks and
which pieces will not be kept. It establishes viahigall colors will
be used, which floor coverings are appropriate,\ainat window
hangings go with the period. It determines whattystve tell to
the public.

If we wanted to interpret the entire length of quancy of the
Felts Housewe would choose a cut-off date of 1960, whendke
Felts descendant left the house. We would hawedstne
building as it looked in 1960, leaving a later kigo wing, leaving
the siding, leaving the steps, keeping it exactlyt fooked when
the last family member moved out. Instead, a dafe830 was
chosen, in 1980, for reasons that are unclearadirdad
interpretation of folk life was put in place, agasimply because
there was not a clear purpose to having the bgldimcampus.

What is the most important feature of our housef?y Was it
saved and moved here? Is it due to the long nesalef one
family?.... No! Then that bit of information doest need to figure
into our interpretation. Was it saved becausdahely who lived
here was very prominent in the Civil War, or indbpolitics? No!
Was it because of the abundance of folk culturplay®d in the
building?...NO!

The house was saved because it was a well presdéavgd, early
log house. Its most significant feature is itshéerture, its age
and state of preservation. This, then, shouldhbetivot for our
interpretation. Our period of greatest significanour cut-off date
for restoration, should center on the most imparfeature, which



Is the period of construction.

We have no firm date for the construction of thade very few
houses can claim an exact date for constructioa.cdld easily
settle for circa 1810, when the census shows fiffople living
in the Felts household. But those 15 people nhghie been
crowded into an earlier one room log cabin. Wehnaaim 1815,
as a more reasonable date for construction; treabéen the date
accepted up until now. Others would claim a |dtge.

Family stories (which most often are embellishedrdie years
but commonly are hung on a fact or two) suggedtttiefamily
first lived in a cave. The cave later served assiiring house,
when the family built a small one room cabin. Téialler cabin
likely became a detached kitchen when they budtitiy dog-trot
house. Since ours is a representative museunakieésnittle
difference what the Felts family did or did not dbhe limited
information on the Felts family only adds to thexgel
understanding of what was common or typical forrgggon.

Typically, a man would head out to the frontier dmad a house
and establish a farm before bringing the rest sffdmily to join
him. Early settlers might find a cave to live imtiithey could
build a house, others took over the log buildingst by the native
population. Once a settler was established, hawinga house
and started a farm, he sent for his family. Whezytwere all
living in their new frontier home, plans might beae for a larger,
more comfortable house to be built.

Indeed, a large log house was the standard ofglifoanthe
wealthiest families of rural Logan County in 181Russellville
was the largest town between Louisville and Naghwith a
number of large, stylish brick houses, shops antbfaes. Log
construction was still the common construction roadtbut in the
county. At the conclusion of the war of 1812, thesas a great



economic upswing: just the time to be building @ louse. It is
reasonable, based on the economy, to settle onfb81e
construction date, and our interpretation.

Our log house is representative of the rural upgfsess of Logan
County in the early T9century.

Our interpretive period is 1815-1820.

During the restoration 25 years ago, details likeueh later hole
for a stove pipe were preserved, which speakdiffexent time
period, a different lifestyle, and an interpretplan that was never
carried out. Sliding wooden locks were put on m®ers which is
more about Disneyland than Logan County.

Currently our interiors represent the 1830s, aar]atot an
important period for this house.

For many years our log house was not thought affasuse
museum of a particular period, but more as a cabii®lkways,
mixing anything from the past together. Yet, aswhappens, the
desire to be documentary keeps getting in the Wdso a desire to
talk about frontier life keeps surfacing, and oause becomes a
mish-mash of ‘old timey’ stuff, not far removed finca Cracker
Barrel gift shop.

We will be reinterpreting our house museum as eesgmtative
place, still a place to observe the folkways offiast, keeping the
time period in mind, and also a place where somgthan be
learned about lifestyles of the past.

What constitutes the Frontier ??

Often, when someone is confronted with a log boddthey



immediately think.... “frontier”....when that maptactually be the
case. Log cabins still exist in the Philadelphisagrom the
1650s...they were built in the “frontier”....but log cabiwere still
being built outside of Philadelphia 200 years latewhen it was
definitely NOT the frontier. The construction et is only one
feature that establishes the economy in whichuzttre is built.

What does the term ‘frontier’ mean? Frontier meanstory or
area being opened up, prepared for settlementeoade of
uncharted wilderness. It is the line betweenegthind unsettled,
between human manipulation of the landscape araimed natural
landscape. Frontier is a place that is lived ut,rot yet civilized.

Explorers discover new frontiers. Pioneers movand begin
taming the wilderness...they built crude sheltdrey clear the
land... they plant crops and began to create amoecy of trade
and barter. Settlers come next, people who wargdeate the
comforts of the world they left behind... they bringilkization. At
this point it is no longer the frontier. Soon Hedtled area has
shops and stores which offer not only everyday gobdt luxury
items. The frontier is gone.

An historian looks at facts, an antiquarian redalles and quaint
stories. I've heard people quip that this parfKehtucky was still
the frontier well into the late 1800s...that is thégumarian talking.
By any measure of goods and services availablect Fesidents,
the frontier was long gone, in Logan County atticlayg 1810.

Kentucky was the wilderness in the 1750s when &nly explorers
came through. It was the frontier in the 1770smwpieneers
moved here and began building forts. Settlersecaext and
made towns, and brought goods and products for $alel 792
Kentucky became a state, which implies that it setfied, had
laws, and functioned like a civilized society. Nery act of
creating a state, suggests that civilization has lestablished.



Simply because Kentucky becomes a state, doen@mn that
every part of it is completely settled and civitizeThere was an
established government and established townshbtg ivere
some remote areas which still required improventenssellville
isn‘t founded until 1794, for several years aftettthey are paying
hunters a bounty for bringing in wolf scalps....soulkls frontier
to me...but very soon, within ten years, residentdccby silks

and velvets, and sit on decorative chairs madkednatest style.

The Cumberland Gap, by which the first explorerd pioneers
arrived in Kentucky, was narrow and wagons couldmave
through the pass. Early settlers could not brafets and chairs
and other large objects with them, so they madeitothe
materials at hand. By 1780, however, the Gap lead bvidened
to allow wagon travel, and suddenly goods for dad&le, or barter
were coming into Kentucky.

There was also the Ohio River, which brought piosiesettlers
and goods to Kentucky. Goods traveled down riesily and
civilized culture came much earlier to those peaftthe state
connected by water to the Ohio.

Pioneers and settlers also came by way of the CuanigkRiver...
this was much more complicated than using the (hio,
primarily serviced a different area of the old easst. Anyone
from lower Virginia or North Carolina could travébwn the
Tennessee River, all the way to the Ohio, then lhaa# up the
Cumberland River reaching Nashville. Goods cordsdl this
direction as well.

Goods more easily came down the Ohio River frorsBitrgh, but
there were about 300 hundred miles of rough roadet
merchandise from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh. l@6.téhe



congressionally mandated National Pike opened lagtwe
Baltimore and the Ohio River just south of PittgllunVagon
loads of goods easily moved west on this new, malhtained
road and Kentucky enjoyed the bounty.

An early overland route between Louisville and iNake went
right through the center of Russellville. Any geamt services
available in those growing towns could be foun®ussellville.
Russellville newspaper ads in 1809 advertise furejtsilk, china
and other finery from Baltimore and Philadelphia.

By 1811 steamboats were a reality and made thepoatation of
goods almost simple. Logan County did not havevagable river
and the economy of south central Kentucky sooretlito little
Bowling Green. Once the Green and Barren rivergwtded with
locks to raise the water level (1838), steam bbatmn making
frequent stops in Warren County.

There weren’t many canals in this area, but a grgwslystem of
canals crisscrossing the young nation meant thadgoould travel
even faster. By the 1840s, railroads began linkimgmunities,
and by the Civil War railroads linked manufacturcenters with
most parts of the country. The railroad came tghoBowling
Green in 1859.

When Mr. Felts arrived in Logan County in 1796, gear after

the town of Russellville was laid out. This park@ntucky could
still be called the frontier. Mr. Felts acquire@08acres near the
juncture of Logan, Warren and Butler counties. afsettler he had
to clear his land and plant his crops, and hass fecorded as
bringing in wolf scalps to collect the bounty; thnas little more
than wilderness. No matter what hardships thesFathily may
have faced in their little log cabin, the frontiast disappeared and
they were well-off by 1810 when fifteen of them &wng

together. By the time our huge log house was ,aliout 1815,



neither Logan County nor southwestern Kentucky @
perceived as the frontier. The frontier was nogvdheat western
plains, wagon trains set off for that frontier frémdependence,
Missouri, 520 miles west of Kentucky. By 1820 Migs itself
had become a state.

Russellville had some very stylish houses in thE0$8 These
houses were built of brick with decorative detd#dining their
owners as rich and fashion conscious. Lookingeainventories
of neighbors can help furnishr gpresentative house museum but
one must also consider what goods local merchagits wffering
for sale. If the merchants didn’t have clientbtty the goods, why
would they order so many luxury items?

The Russellville newspaper of 1806-1809 carrieceattements
for local shops offering silks, cashmere, velvaet] ather fine
fabrics recently brought from Philadelphia and Badire. Silk and
kid gloves, kid and morocco shoes, and both blackgreen tea
were available. Silk bonnets, silk shawls, andoisgshell combs
were being sold to people in the county. The catlnimaker, piano
maker, and Windsor chair maker in Russellvilleaalertised in
the paper (any town that could support a piankemeas pretty
refined). Looking glasses, flowered wallpaper,irssdelft
ceramics, ‘china’, and queensware, brass, coppant iron of
most every description could all be had at a stofeussellville.
There was a silversmith in Russellville from thelieat days. If
the Felts family desired a set of silver spoons silver tea
service they could buy one. This was definitelythe frontier.

We will never know if the Felts family owned silvepoons since
there was no inventory of their property in 182%wiMr. Felts
passed. The Felts possibly bought fine fabridteir personal
clothes. While they may have lived in a ruratiegtin a
relatively new state, they were not behind, orilagkn much of
anything. The Felts home may have been built g$ for



simplicity sake, but they could have enjoyed mdghe luxuries
of any east coast family. Inside they could haae Wallpaper,
furniture made here or finer pieces brought fronttiBere. They
very likely spun wool or flax for sheets and blarskéut so did
wealthy plantation owners on the East Coast, tlais mot a sign of
frontier life, it was simply a part of everydaydif

As a representative museum, we need to fairly sgmtenot only
the Felts family, but their neighbors and frientfspeople in the
upper income brackets in Logan County bought $ilknds, then
we should have silk shawls in our house. If theydht Baltimore
furniture, we need some painted fancy chairs amples.

Log Construction

European settlers brought their traditional buigiachniques with
them to America. All of England, France, Spain amubt of
Germany had cut down their native forests centwgaBer, and no
longer had a building tradition that used logs.e Ebmmon form
of construction in these countries revolved arostiathe, or heavy
upright posts with heavy beams across the topsagibst and
lintel’ construction. The walls in-between the mosere made of
various materials, broken stone, broken brickstiocks and mud.
In England this mud infill is called ‘wattle andwd@ and results in
a look we call half-timbered. The French refen@d en francaise
either asdousillage entre poteaor briquette entre poteau
depending on what they put between the posts. Sanltdheir
walls out of all upright postgoteau en terre Ste. Genevieve,
Missouri and New Orleans have some wonderful exaspf
these early French building types. These Frenehdovere well
established in the early 1700s, so by the time é#Agherican
settlers move into Kentucky, there were alreadyl eshblished
French communities farther west. The native pdparia
occasionally borrowed the idea of building vertilca) structures



from these French settlers, and as Anglo-Ameriegitess moved
into Kentucky, they found and often took over thiEisdive
American houses built following European traditions

In the black forest region of southern Germany,nioeintains of
Switzerland, Russia and in Scandinavia enough laegs
remained that the ancient tradition of buildinghmtood and logs
continued. Few Swiss colonized America, and wédme
Germans came to Pennsylvania in the 1690s they nggrigom
the forested part of Germany and built their houwdetone [as did
my ancestors]. It was the Swedes, who settledyatom Delaware
River in the 1630s who introduced our well-knowmibontal log
construction to America. The earlier Englishisettin Virginia
and Massachusetts built the traditional Englishtlev@nd daub
houses.

When English settlers took over the ceded Swed&ing on the
Delaware in the 1650s, they found the Swedisherigaiving in
these easy-to-build log houses and soon learneick&tbe log
houses of their own...very soon. The English asthfug
construction to fit their tastes and traditionsemhg the chimney
and door placements for a proper English look.

The Swedish settlers built their log houses todstarhe logs were
huge and beautifully squared to fit so closely tbhgethat chinking
was not necessary (see the 1650 Morton homestaaayla pen
log cabin, with a second single pen log cabin melt to it, c.
1670, creating the very first dog-trot. The dog-tvas filled-in

by 1730 with stone, giving the house an odd lobkdu look at
this property on the web it mistakenly identifieas the
grandson’s 18 century house, which was torn down in the
1970s]). The full-dovetail notched corners armtand beautifully
square. The English who copied the log constradboked for
ways to cut corners, to make the labor a littls ldifficult to create
the product a little faster. Logs were not asroftdly squared,



maybe just the top and bottom would be flattent&ad full
dovetailed notching is difficult and complicatedredy a half
dovetail, or a simple “v” notch would be easier daster.....and so
goes the world.

Next, English tradition called for a house to betaagular, with
fireplaces set on the short walls at either end,aadoor set in the
center of the long wall, generally facing south.style called
English Colonial. This form, typical of the'%,718" and into the
mid-19" centuries, could be a simple one story with twanme, the
hall and the parlor, or, it could have two storiggh a hall
chamber and a parlor chamber. A larger versiahisfsimple
house type might have a passage running frontdk between the
rooms... what we would call a hallway today...nafs¢n this
‘passage’ had doors front and back. This layoabbees a
standard Center Hall plan, which is the basis ldGaorgian
architecture by the mid-8&entury. This center hall layout
became so dominant that several architecturalstgleowing
Georgian (Federal & Greek Revival) continued toeadHo the
concept of a center hall right up to the 1860sis Plhan also
becomes the vernacular “I” house found throughloetrtiral south.

Dog trots not only copied the stylish concept okater hall, and
often functioned like center halls, because thesevopen they
also proved how handy something like a porch cbeld Dog trots
were an early form of porch. As the concept obecp became
more popular many log houses, even those with g had
porches added to them...although earlier houses bétdrtovered
walkways, or a covered entrance, a porch in theesehan outside
living area, becomes popular in the late Fedenabge .the 1820s.
The Greek Revival style (1815-) commonly includgabach with
great big columns. Many vernacular farmhousebénupper mid-
south had double-storied central porches adddtketo,tor built as
part of the construction to make a very simple ledask stylish.



The Felts Family History (I just told you it wasn’t important, and
yet I'm including it here)

As a typical family coming to South Central Kentyc#uring the
second wave of settlers, after Kentucky had becastate, the
Felts are a good example.

As a representative person, Archibald Felts, boiiginia in
1758, moved to North Carolina as a young man, angecthrough
the Cumberland Gap to Logan County in 1796. He 3&agears
old. He left his wife and younger children at hgiileely bringing
his older son, or sons with him. Our documentaisoconfusing at
best, but it seems Archie had two older boys, Axcini and
Nathaniel who might have been old enough to taksumh an
adventure. Felts acquire about 800 acres.

By 1800, Felts had bought the services of an apigesrior whom
he would be required to provide shelter, so hetbddve a
dwelling and the beginnings of a farm. An appEstor
indentured child, was a common way to exchange gntore
enforced labor without the ethical question of slgv A child’s
parents would collect a fee, actually selling thevges of their
child until the age of 21. It was called an ampiceship, because
the young boy would be learning the hardships ohiiag. It was
necessary to have an apprentice to help young Nialhan the
farm while Archibald Sr. went to Nashville to mele¢ rest of his
family and bring them back to their new home. €hasus records
show us that the older son, Archie Jr., had lanti®bwn in
nearby Butler County.

Mary Felts had been sitting at home in North Caeofor four
years with at least five children....who knows htney survived.
Like many North Carolina settlers coming to the INalée area,



the Felts family likely floated down the TennesBaeer to the
Ohio, and then traveled up the Cumberland Rivé&tashville.
This is the route that the very first settlers tookyet to Fort
Nashboro, and this route was used for many years.

There were no cell phones or arrival schedulegrsbie may
have waited for a matter of weeks for his wife &oily to arrive.
Mary Felts may have been sitting in Nashville fome time
before Archie got there...we don’t know. Anywthey met and
came home to Logan County perhaps by 1800.

There is a family tale that while Archie was in Reile meeting
the wife and kids, Indians attacked and burneddgsome in
Logan County. It's possible that young Nathadied in this
attack, for records list a son named Nathaniel hoiorth
Carolina in the 1780s who is never mentioned aganile another
son, also named Nathaniel, is born in Kentucky erehtually
inherits our log house. Similarly, while the oltlesn, named
Archie Jr. shows up on census records in 1800hansbn by the
same name is born here much later, likely the yesnghild. This
Is one of those confusing things about family e®and early
documents and we may never know the truth.

By 1804 the eldest girl, Sally, was married and tlaittren of her
own. Perhaps she was married before coming touct
Archibald and Mary also continued to have babietheir own.

The census records are not wholly reliable, butta@doest source
we have for understanding how many people weradiun the

Felts family. The 1810 census lists 15 peoplagtiage no names
given, except the head of household, and themtiais for males

1. Archie
2. Mary, his wife



their children...
Betsy
Bill
Sam
Polly
Charlie
Jim
. Jack

10. Little Nathaniel

11. Little Archie

12. - 15. possibly Sally and her childnperhaps

including another indentured child.

(Sally’s husband joined the Shaker’s and tookaheng. She
greatly disliked it and left, taking her smalleildren to live with
her parents. Her oldest son stayed with his faah#ére Shaker
community near Lexington, Pleasant Hill. They duafly got
divorced, quite rare in the early decades of tH#@%B

© 00N Oh W

It is possible that this huge family was still hig in the one room
log cabin that Archie built when he first came tmglan County,
and/or rebuilt after it was burned by natives. Blains must surely
have been underway for a larger home.

The economy was in a slump prior to the war of 182 to
restrictive trade tariffs. These tariffs and opaacy between
English and American fleets made for an inevitaide and a
terrible economy. Not a good time for a buildirrgjpct. Just
after the war in 1815, with the lifting of tradeites, the economy
boomed for a few years, and that would be the fitady time

that a family would have the extra income and éeehfortable
building a big house. Selling a few good cropsarh, tobacco, or
whatever they were growing might have helped theakarthe
decision.

The next census, 1820, includes 13 people in thedyanost



likely...

Archie & Mary, several of their grown childremygsibly
Sally and her children are still living there, ahé younger
Nathaniel, now married and beginning a family o own.

When Archibald Felts passes away in 1825, he ig@sed by his
wife, ten children, various sons-in-law and daugie-law and at
least 13 grandchildren. The log house is lefi#&b and his family.
Five years later, in the census of 1830, only figeple live in the
log house, Nat, his wife and children.

Large, extended families were common, not jussatated rural
areas, but in all families well into the"®6entury. There is a huge
house in Delaware, built in 1801, with 22 rooms 000 sq. ft.
which had 25 family members spanning three germrsti3

slaves, and 9 other servants. This was a nehy big, extended
family.

It was not common for every child in a family toma Harking
back to English laws of primogeniture, only theestdson would
inherit the estate, so he would be the only one &bsupport a
family. The daughters might marry as they chosétlte younger
sons had very few prospects, often living out the@s working
for their elder brother’s family. Younger daugisteften ended up
serving as nanny to an older brother’s children.

In the huge house | mentioned in Delaware, onlthinee eldest of
nine children got married. And the sons broughirtivives home
to live at Dad’s house. Twelve grandchildren waoen in this
house as well.

So we have a picture of who was living in the Fhtisse, but how
did they live?



Traditional Room Arrangements

In England, from whence our building traditions @rthe rich
lived in big houses, and the poor were often sharedd in with
more than one family per room. A traditional howgsiype
developed for the rural squire and growing middiéesg, was
called the ‘hall and parlor’ house. The hall secthad a high roof
to reduce the effects of smoke from heating fires @oking,
which was done in the middle of the floor for ma@nturies until
the development of a fireplace (late 1300s). Tawdopirs or
bedrooms were in a wing off the hall. This house/inave been
one story or the parlours might have been stacked fwo story
wing. This form developed into a rectangular howgh
fireplaces at either end by the early 1600s, justmcolonists
were sailing to America, and they brought this digweg housing
type with them.

Like all pioneers, the colonists first lived in vibaer shelter they
could find, a cave or very simple one room cabinsattages.
When they settled into a routine, when their innesit of time and
labor began to pay off, they could build a bigdptter, more
refined home. This scenario played out over aret again as
settlement moved west. With our log house, wdalkeng about
that second house, the one that replaced thafteshpt at shelter.

Thehall & parlor house that settlers built when they were at that
point of being settled, varied in size, varied iaterial, might be

an extension on an earlier dwelling, or could lb@mpletely new
house. The location of chimneys was pretty stahdart how

they were built is indicative of the vernaculartarecture of the
local people. The house may have been one #tonyght as

easily have been two stories.

Thehall, the everyday entertainment space, cooking spatirgea



space, living space was the main room, often ttggtaoom. It
served as dining room, family room, work room, &itdhen.
Indentured servants might sleep in the hall orepall In the
hierarchy of sleeping arrangements, this was tivedb spot in the
house.

The medieval house included private bedrooms, dalselar, or
parler...the French word for talk. After the Norman isian in
1066, most of the English words that dealt with ami@nt
household features, or quality foods were Frenclvaitves.
Beef = French... it was eaten by the rich. Pdfkglish... eaten
by the oppressed Anglo-Saxons. Mutton= Frendbhicken=
English....Wine= French.... Beer= English.

One can imagine that thall, with dogs and servants and guests
milling about would be difficult places for privat®enversations or
to discuss religion....so, private meetings ret@ad the sleeping
rooms, the solar grarler. This becamgarlor in common English
dialect.

By the time English colonists came to America therage middle
class home was a ‘hall and parlor house.’ It heacbime
rectangular with a door in the middle of the longlivand windows
on either side; looking like a house we would retng. Thehall
& parlor were on the main floor, in a fine home these rooms
would be separated by a passage.....which wouldlogwnto a
center hall.

Theparlor continued its function as a bedroom, either forsggie
or the head of the household. It also includedodst furniture,
because it continued to be used for private coavierss.

Whenever possible the children’s sleeping arrangésngere
separated by sex. If the house had only two rotimesgirls would
sleep in the parlor with Mom and Dad for protectitire boys



would sleep in the hall. If the house had two bedts upstairs
(called chambers), the boys would have one roontlaadirls
shared the other. In a house like our log housie tmio separate
staircases, the steps leading out of the parlot wethe girls’
room while those leading out of the hall went te Hoys’ room.
The boys required less supervision and concerr glits lived a
more protected life.

Our log house would still be considered a hall pador house.

Furnishings

Comparing inventories is difficult. Let's say rmguse is being
restored as a museum 200 years from now, andegildan find to
suggest how my house should be furnished is amtowefrom
someone who lived several miles away and had ngpthiratever
to do with me? How would they know anything abowyttastes?
Would they find antique Chinese cabinets in thaeohouse?
Would they find my hand-thrown ceramic collectionthat other
house? How about my collection of carved stoneals or
oriental rugs? In fact, without an inventory of prpperty the
restoration team might make my house look like imgti'd
recognize, but it might be a very good represergatiterior,
typical of Allen County.

That'’s the difference between a documentary mussuha
representative museum. As a representative hmuseum, my
personal tastes are not important; rather an orténat shows the
common place, average type of furnishings for them’ACounty
area in the early 2000s is what we should be lapfon And the
typical use of space is what we would be goingrfot,my
eccentric use of space.

So, the Felts House is big, much bigger than magyhbuses of



the time, and the family could spread out a little.
Since we don’t have a separate kitchen like thesfead, we will
interpret the south room as tkichen.

KITCHEN or hall:

Of course, this would be the room where all cookand food
preparation took place. In nice weather, buttercimg, pea
shelling, apple pealing and other similar taskdadte done in
more comfort in the dogtrot or outside in the yandier a tree.

This room is where meals would be eaten, arouiadge ltable, or
assembled tables. The same table where stew meatutvap
became the dining table when dinner was readytlandutting
table when making clothes, and where the familhgad to read
the Bible in the evening. There would be chairbamches to
accommodate the entire family ...all 15 of themabl€s were often
designed with drop leaves, gate legs, or tilt-tepshey could be
made smaller and pushed to the sides of the rooemwbt being
used.

There would be a cabinet for storing dishes, ulensietal ware,
and any other eating or cooking pieces that netmbd “put up.”
The sugar chest might be kept in the parlor unhbesec watch, but
it may also have been here. Sugar, tea, and ptbelous
commodities were kept in the chest under lock and k

Even in this large house, with so many people gvere, there
would be a bed, or two in this room. Likely the@i, married son
would sleep here, along with his wife and smalldrein or babies.
His wife was likely the primary cook, responsibte feaching the
younger women in the house how to cook, and theopewho
decided the meals. Once the children who slef Wwere old
enough, likely about six, they would move upstéorsleep with
their brothers, cousins, and uncles, if they wergsbor sisters,



cousins, and aunts, if they were girls.
Kitchen chamber or hall chamber:

The room above the kitchen is the kitchen chamBerthe room
with less supervision, it would have been sharethbyboys. All
unmarried boys, no matter their age would sleep hewhatever
beds, trundles, palettes, or other sleeping arraegés could be
made. The older a person was, the better thapslg
arrangement became; they got the choice spots.sgdme was not
really used for much other than sleeping. Of cetingre would be
some form of chest for clothing storage.

Boys could easily wash in the spring or creek, amehsh stand
was not as necessary for them.

This room also opens into the trot attic, wheragdbicould be
stored, like any attic today.

Parlor, parents/grandparents or guest bedroom:

This room would have the best furniture in it.tHéy had an arm
chair, it would be here. If they had a desk, ocklit would be
here. If they had a pair of brass candlestickesy thiould grace this
room. If they carried one piece of furniture witlem from ‘home’
it would be in this room.

In a house where there was room to spare, thistrbgket aside
as a guest bedroom and not used unless there westsg Surely
in this house of 15, the room could not be leftset

Their best bed would be here for the head of theséloold to sleep
in. A chest for clothing and linen storage, andgibly a smaller



bed for a young child might be in this room. Irgk&aextended
families, Mom might still be having babies when bktest is
married and producing grand children.

As the quiet room, any specialized work that morghthdo, such
as quilting, would be set up in this room. Looneravoften
inventoried in attics, lofts, or back rooms...tlvegre big and took
up space. If Mom had nowhere else, her loom nbghh this
room.

Parlor Chamber:

This room would be occupied by the daughters ofdanaly. The
stair case rises out of their father’s room. Ne oauld sneak in or
out without waking Dad, assuring that the daughtersld be
marriageable.

As many beds, trundles, and palettes as necessailg Wwe in this
room, along with a chest to store clothing and gpsha wash
basin and stand.

It is possible that the loom would be set up iis tilom, as the
daughters were expected, not only to learn to wdaweto be the
main weavers in the household.

TheTrot:

This was a transitional space, both outside ariderntse house.
Work could be done here, in the shade, or protected rain.
This space could be used for storage, or for dimeamarm
weather. This could be a play space for smalblcli in bad
weather, a retreat from the hot sun in good weather



What Did They Do?

The men farmed. They cleared land, plowed, raiseds (corn,
wheat, flax, tobacco); something to trade or sdlhey may have
cut timber. They built and mended fences to kbepnhimalout,
and took care of the livestock, but this was agbared with
women. Men took care of horses, cattle (not daskgep, and
pigs. They butchered the hogs annually, sheaeedlbep, and
dressed a cow when needed.

The women cooked, cleaned, worked fibers into yarhread,
and wove fabric. They tended the kitchen gardept ke poultry
and rung a chicken’s neck when needed. Women mgsp®nsible
for dairy products. The type of cattle they kegte not bred for
milk, so gathering milk for butter and cooking (miwinking), and
making cheese (this takes lots of milk) would lmbffacult task.
Women also hauled water from the spring to the éoaisd
washed clothes. Women gave birth and raisedhih@ren.

Children, until the age of six or so, were conseddpabies. They
dressed differently from adults, played, and waereaxpected to
work. Once they reached that magic age of six; bezame little
adults, dressed like adults, were expected to doeshand behave
like adults. By the time girls reached 12, theyeven the lookout
for husbands. Boys normally didn’t marry until yheere in their
early 20s.

Meals

The main cook, Mom or possibly her daughter-in-lgat, up very
early to start the fire fdoreakfast. This meal basically consisted
of corn breads, johnny cakes and other breadsthadl be made
in a dutch oven or on a skillet, and meats. Ifthad coffee, they
would drink it, otherwise it was beer or hard ciftarall.



Dinner was served about mid-day, or slightly after. Iswlae big
meal of the day, corn breads, roast meats, gréenis ¢alad and
cooked), other vegetables. This meal would nogrizd
accompanied by spirits to drink, or more coffee.

The later meal was commonly call€da. This was more like a
snack than a full meal. It was basically made ueftovers from
earlier meals in the day. The one treat was therggof tea, if
they owned any. A rich family in Russellville cdufford to have
both black and green tea.

A TOUR

The public... The public want to be entertained. They want to
learn interesting facts and details, but they daalht to spend
much time doing it. They want something fun, ediocel, and
brief... we call this ‘edutainment.’

Your tour.... Now, all of the first 24 pages is only background
information that you need to know if people asksjioms. Itis
NOT the tour you will be giving.

Your tour should be short, hit the highlights, dredas entertaining
as possible.

|. Great the public in thdog trot (if other doors are open, have
ropes across them...only let people in throughrdhged dogtrot
door)
A. tell them
1. Thisis the 1815 Log House



2. Itis called a dog trot, because it is twg dabins

next to each other, connected by this breezeway
...they called this spac‘dog trot”.

3. This space was used both as a work spactand
relaxation, maybe a place to eat meals on a hot
day. .

4. This family was very well off and lived a

comfortable life, this is an especially big house

5. They did not own slaves

[I. Move to the Kitchen

A. tell them
1. First you will notice a bed in this room, whiis the

kitchen... that’'s because there were 15 people
living in this house
2. This was a very big house for that time. Mos
people lived in a single room house.
3. The eldest son and his wife and babies likiglpts
in this room.
4. All the cooking took place on this hearth tlag¢
meals would be prepared and eaten in this space.
5. Show them the simple earthen pots and wooden
bowls, the simple chairs

lll. Kitchen Chamber
A. Let them go upstairs (you don’t have to go witam)
B. Tell them
1. This was the boys room. All unmarried
uncles, nephews and cousins shared this space .
2. The older ones got to sleep in the bed.

I\V. Parlor
A. tell them
1. This was the “good room” the best furretwras in
here, to entertain the minister or other impdrta



guests when they dropped by

2. This is where the head of the household slept

3. Mom might set up her quilting frame in thi®m in
cold weather

4. tell them how many expensive goods were aviaila
in Russleville in 1815...show them the
gueensware china, show them the Baltimore chair
and we’ll work on getting some silk shawls and
other fine things to make the point of how
civilized life in Logan county was in 1815.

V. Parlor Chamber
A. Let them go upstairs
B. Tell them,
1. This is the girls room, only three women slathis
space, including a divorced daughter.

VI. Questions

The tour shouldn’t take more than 15 minutes...tenldvbe a
good goal....
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