










AGRICULTURE - NATURAL RESOURCES - CLIMATE

Agriculture*

Boyd County Labor Market Area

Total land area (acres)

Percent of area in farm land

Number of farms

Average size of farms (acres)

1969 value of all farm products
Yalue per farm

Total crop sales

Total livestock & livestock products
1972 agricultural production included:

Hurley tobacco (lbs.) (Est. )
Corn for grain (bu.)

Cattle and calves (number)

Hogs and pigs (number)

Milk production, 1971 (lbs.)

102,016

40. 2

287

142. 8

$1,816,914

6, 330
184, 449

1, 631, 265

64, 000
32,500**

6,500**

1,400**

6,840, 000

852,416

47. 5

3, 179

127. 4

$11,021,863

3,467

4,019,499

6,919,291

6, 154, 000

540,900**

34, 800**

4, 800**

22,860,000

Natural Resources

Principal mineral resources

Other mineral resources

Coal and clays

Petroleum

Acres of commercial forest land

Most abundant tree species
57,100

Red oak, white oak, yellow
pine, hickory, yellow poplar,
beech, and soft maple

*U, S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Census of

Agriculture, 1969. U. S. Department of Agriculture and Kentucky
Department of Agriculture, Kentucky Agricultural Statistics, 1972.

**Preliminary figures.
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Climate=!«

Boyd County

T emperature

Annual mean (30-year record) 55. 0 degrees
Average annual 1972 53.7 degrees

Record highest, August, 1918 (84-year record) 106,0 degrees
Record lowest, February, 1899 (84-year

record) - 27.0 degrees
Normal heating degree days (30-year record) 4, 754
(Heating degree day totals are the sums of
negative departures of average daily

temperatures from 65° F. )

Precipitation

Mean annual total (30-year record)
Mean annual snow and sleet (84-year record)
Total precipitation 1972

Mean number days precipitation (.01 inchor
more) (84-year record)

Average number days thunderstorms (76-year
record)

38. 77 inches

24. 20 inches

47. 37 inches

142

44

'■=U. S. Department of Commerce, Environmental Science Services
Administration, Climatological Data, 1972. Station of record:
Parkersburg, West Virginia.
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HISTORY

Boyd County, Kentucky's 107th county, was organized in I860 from
parts of Greenup, Carter, and Lawrence Counties. Boyd County was
named after the Honorable Linn Boyd, who was for many years a member
of Congress from the First Kentucky District and Speaker of the House
of Representatives. The county has a land area of 159 square miles.

Early visitors to Boyd County included George Rogers Clark,
Simon Kenton, Michael Tyger, and the Reverend David Jones, who came
from New Jersey in 1772,

In 1860, the population of Boyd County was 6,044. This grew
steadily to 15, 701 in 1900, 52, 163 in I960, 52, 376 in 1970, and 52, 500 in
1972.

Catlettsburg is located at the junction of the Big Sandy and Ohio
Rivers. It was named for Sawney Catlett who established a trading post
there in 1808 and served traders and trappers for half a century.
Catlettsburg remained a trading post until about 1857 when the cutting of
big timber along the Big Sandy River inaugurated an era of low but
steady growth. It became the county seat when Boyd County was organized,
and has continued as such despite the center of industrial growth in
Ashland, only five miles distant. The business district is dominated by
the courthouse, courthouse square, the waterfront, and the quiet streets
which extend back from the river.

In 1815, three settlers, George and Robert Poage and Robert's son,
Robert Jr. , secured a title to lands along the Ohio River below Catlett's
Station which became known as "Poage's Landing." Later, in 1854, the
name of Poage's Landing was changed to Ashland in honor of Henry Clay's
home in Lexington. By 1847, a post office had been established at Poage's
Landing, and a few years later a plant which made brick from the abundant
native clays was constructed.

After the Civil War, the Area's slumping industry began to show
life again. The wealth of northeastern Kentucky's coal fields caused
the Ashland Coal and Iron Company Railroad to channel through Ashland.
The Ashland Iron Furnace was started in 1869, with a capacity of 45

tons a day. In 1872, the Norton Iron Works built a blast furnace, rolling
mill, and nail and key factory. The furniture factory of H. Hermann came
in 1883, the Ashland Hub and Spoke Factory in 1887, and the Ashland
Foundry and Machine Shops in 1889.
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During World War I, the open hearth steel plant of the Ashland Iron
and Mining Company, successor of the Ashland Coal and Iron Company,
was built. Following the War, the greatest single event in Ashland's
history occurred. The American Rolling Mill Company selected Ashland
as the site for its new steel processing plant. In 1920, construction was
begun on the Armco plant, where steel sheets were to be produced by the
new continuous rolling method - the first operation of its kind in the
country.

The Roaring "ZD's" were Indeed roaring for the Area, New
suburbs and new schools quickly sprang up. In 1924, the Area's second
largest employer - the Ashland Petroleum Company - was formed.

With the outbreak of the Second World War, the Ashland Area
took on an added significance because of its steel plant. The Area
rendered both men and steel for our nation's cause. During the War,
in 1942, Armco's Bellefonte Furnace was completed and soon operated at
a maximum production rate of 1, 000 tons of steel a day - one of the
world's largest yields, Clayton-Lambert opened in Ashland to help in
the War cause by making steel cartridge cases. Ashland Petroleum
Company soon expanded its refineries, and there followed a "war-time"
boom.

In 1943, an Ashland attorney, Simeon S, Willis, a Republican,
was elected as Governor of Kentucky, and served from 1944 to 1948,

Being strategically located upon an important river, it is
natural that the Ashland Area should continue in its prominence as
a river port. Manufacturing provided more than 8, 790 of the county's
26,250 jobs in 1972. Steelmaking was, and still is, the big industry
with Armco Steel Corporation operating one of the country's largest
blast furnaces. For more than a century, the Ashland Area has
manufactured chemical products. Coal, another of the region's
resources, also continues to play an important role.
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This copy has been prepared by the Kentucky Department of Commerce,
Division of Research and Planning, and the cost of printing paid from
state funds.


