


Clubs and Organizations

American Legion

Boy Scouts

Brownies

Business and Professional Women's Club
Cub Scouts

Dawson Springs Business and Professional Association
Dawson Springs Chamber of Commerce
Dawson Springs Saddle Club

Disabled American Veterans

Eastern Star

Explorers

Girl Scouts

Homemakers

Jaycees

Lions Club

Little League (baseball and softball)
Masonic Lodge

Modern Woodmen of the World

Rotary

Veterans of Foreign Wars

West Hopkins Industries Inc.

Woodmen of the World

YMCA

Younger Women's Club
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RECREATION

Local

Recreational facilities are abundant in and around Dawson Springs. The
Dawson Springs Community Center has a full-time recreation director and
provides year-round, supervised recreational programs for all ages. A new 25-
acre city park offers playgrounds, tennis courts, three ballfields, a track, a
covered picnic area and barbecue pits for public use.

Located just south of Dawson Springs is the Pennyrile State Forest. This
state forest, Kentucky's largest, contains 15,000 acres of native pine and
hardwood trees. Hiking trails and picnic areas are located throughout the forest.
A variety of water sports may be enjoyed on the 857-acre Lake Beshear, which is
located within the forest.

Embraced by probably the most beautiful wooded area in Western
Kentucky, Pennyrile Forest State Resort Park is located 6 miles south of Dawson
Springs. The lodge and cottages nestled within the trees provide excellent
accommodations. Other facilities and activities include a dining room, a gift
shop, rental rowboats and pedal boats, a 9-hole golf course, hiking trails,
horseback riding, picnicking, playgrounds, shuffleboard, swimming at the lodge
pool and off a sand beach at the adjacent Pennyrile Forest Lake, and two tennis
courts. Lake Beshear, only four miles from the lodge, sports good fishing.

Area (Within 55 miles)

Dawson Springs is within a one hour driving distance of a large recreational
expanse that includes both Kentucky and Barkley Lakes, three state resort parks,
and a huge outdoor conservation area known as Land Between the Lakes.

Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area is a 170,000-acre
woodland formed into a peninsula by Lake Barkley and Kentucky Lake and
developed into a major area for outdoor recreation, conservation and
environmental learning. There are more than a thousand sites for family and
organized group camping in addition to the numerous areas available for informal
tent and trailer camping. A 5,000-acre Conservation Education Center has
quarters for school study groups plus an educational farm and a Center Station
with films and displays. Among the many other activities provided by Land
Between the Lakes are fishing, boating, swimming, hunting, and hiking.
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Lake Barkley State Resort Park, 40 miles southwest of Dawson Springs at
Cadiz, is located on the scenic Little River embayment of the 58,000-acre Lake
Barkley. The magnificent lodge includes 120 rooms, four suites, nine cottages, a
dining room, a coffee shop, a gift shop, two meeting rooms, and a recreation
room. An activities center with a capacity for 400 and a 80-site campground are
located near the lodge. A lodge pool, a beach and a bathhouse, an 18-hole golf
course, tennis courts, a riding stable, a trapshooting range, a basketball court,
hiking trails, playgrounds, and a picnic area comprise the recreational facilities.
The marina near the lodge has everything for the "boat lover": covered and open
slips, launching ramp, and rentals for fishing boats, skiing boats, and pleasure-
ride pontoons.

Kentucky Dam Village State Resort, located 42 miles west of Dawson
Springs at Gilbertsville, is one of the largest and most popular vacation resorts in
Kentucky. A modern lodge with 72 rooms, six different cottage types, and a 225-
site campground make up the accommodations. A recently completed
convention center has a theater-seating capacity of 750 persons and a seating
capacity of 500 for dinner. For smaller groups, the convention center can be
partitioned. There is also a dining room overlooking the 160,000-acre Kentucky
Lake, a coffee shop, a snack bar, two gift shops, a meeting room, an activities
center, and a recreation room. Recreational activities to choose from include
boating and fishing at the largest docking facility in the Kentucky parks system,
golf at the 18-hole Village Green Course, hiking, horseback riding, picnicking,
swimming at the lodge pool or off the sand beach, and tennis.

Charm and serenity exemplify Kenlake State Resort Park which is located
on the 160,000-acre Kentucky Lake, 50 miles southwest of Dawson Springs. The
park offers hotel and cottage accommodations and an efficient camping site.
Other facilities include a 9-hole golf course, pool and lake swimming, horseback
riding, hiking trails, tishing, boating, picnicking, playgrounds, shuffleboard,
planned recreation, and one of the finest tennis complexes in the area.

Jefferson Davis Monument State Shrine is located 50 miles southeast of
Dawson Springs at Fairview. The shrine is at the site of the birthplace of
Jefferson Davis, a former U.S. Senator, Secretary of War, and the only president
of the Confederate States of America. The l6-acre park contains a 351-foot
obelisk with an elevator to the top for viewing, a museum, a gift shop, and a
playground with picnic tables.

Lake Malone State Park, located in southern Muhlenberg County, 55 miles
east of Dawson Springs, offers camping facilities, swimming, fishing and boating
on a 788-acre lake. Playground facilities and picnic shelters are located in a
beautiful scenic cliff area. Located across from the entrance to the park is an
inn, featuring luxury rooms, a restaurant, a swimming lake, a beach, boating,
fishing, tennis, and nature trails.
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COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENTS

Recent

A major step in the project to upgrade the Dawson Springs water system
was accomplished in 1981 with the completion of a $2.7 million, 3 million-gallon-
per-day water treatment plant. A 500,000-gallon standpipe has also been
constructed. Construction of additional distribution mains is scheduled to begin
by 1983.

The Dawson Springs Independent School System completed construction of
a new high school building during the summer of 1981 with a $1.9 million bond
issue.

Kentucky Utilities Company recently installed a new 10,000 KVA
transformer in the Dawson Springs industrial park to replace a 5,000 KVA unit.

The new $21 million Regional Medical Center of Hopkins County, a 401-bed
hospital located in Madisonville, 25 miles northeast of Dawson Springs, was
completed in April of 1980.

A $4.5 million, nine-story addition to the Trover Clinic in Madisonville was
completed in August of 1980.

Construction of a 40-unit apartment complex for middle and upper income
families was completed in 1981.

Construction of a 24-unit apartment complex for low income families was
completed in 1982.

Under Way

The second phase (design) of a 201 Facilities Plan is under way for the
Dawson Springs sewerage system. Tentative plans call for $1 million to be
invested in upgrading the present treatment plant and sewerage system.

Construction is progressing on two subdivision developments in Dawson
Springs.

Planned

The feasibility of constructing a community swimming pool in Dawson
Springs is being studied.



