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a person is cbliged to stoop for a considerable dis-
tance. Beyond the stooping place the walls are black,
and the passage is very narrow and serpentine.

12. The most remarkable feature of this branch,
is the deep and narrow crevices, which wind across,
above and below, resting upon each other.

13. The walls have been pecked in every part
with stone hammers, some of which are yet found on
the shelves, where they were left probably by the
Indians.

Preston’s Branch.

14 The walls and ceiling in this branch are in
waving arches, beautifully white and smooth, and
in some places studded with erystals; the bouom
is level and rovered with sand.

15. Washington’s Grand Dome is a dry dome
“about fifty feet high, through a crevice on the left.
Iuis shaped in section like a triangle, with the corn-
ersrounded off. "There isa dry tub in front, in which
you descend to enter the dome.

16 The Flint Spring is in a circular crevice around
the bottom of a tub, ten feet in diameter, and eight
deep. Thereis a mound of flints in the centre,

17. The Dome Spring is through a crevice in the
right wall. A beautiful cascade of water falls from

“a high cave into a basin, wom in the bottom, under
the dome, and passes off in a chanuel through the
wall.

18. The Rotunda is a large dome, nearly filled
with large rocks, wedged in.

19. The Weeping Willow Pit hasa projection on
one side, which is worn into lit*le channels, resem-
bling the branches of a willow. In the bottom there
is a pool of water. [

20. The end is stopped, as usual, by sandstone
rocks, through which water is filtering.
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SICK ROOM.

1. This branch is solow that it is necessary to
stoop in going through it, almost all the way. -

2. It is only remarkable for the heaps of broken
stones in different places, which appear to have been
sifted. 'The end is under the Main Cave, near the
Church.

FOX'S HALL.

1. This is a wi“e side cut near the Cross Rooms.
The ceiling and bottom are smooth.

BLACK CHAMBERS.

1. The walls and ceiling are generally black and
rough. -

2. At the Ruins there are a great many larg%
blacks, composed of different strat. of rocks cement-
ed together, resembling the walls, pedestals, corni-
ces, &c. of some old castle, scattered over the bottom
of the cave. The largest block of this kind is called
the Ship Pillar.

3. The avenue is here so wide as to make it quite
a task to walk from one side to the other.

4. On the right hand, beyond the Ruins, you en-
ter the Right Branch, on the same level, the ceiling of” «
which is regularly arched.

5. Through the Big Chimney you ascend into an
upper room, about the size of the Main Cave, the
bottom of which is higher than the ceiling of the
one below.

Darlk Room.

6. The Dark Room is a very low branch, ending {
ina dry dome, filled with rocks.
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7. The Mountain Dome is regularly arched, and
! is, in like manner, filled with rocks, over which you
l may pass, close 1o the ceiling.
8. Mrs. Gatewood’s Dining Room is a fine area,
: with a white ceiling, The floor is covered with sand,
There are several piles of stones in this room, which
f are supposed to have heen used as altars.  The pas-
it sage out is so small and obscure, as to be found with
i difficulty. Two men, who visited this place some
i years ago, after several ineffectual attempts to get out
in different places, were about to destroy themselves
F in a fit of despair, rather than starve amid the gloomn
b and darkness of the cave, when the guide haply
discovered the right opening, and relieved them from
their terrors.

Double Branch.

19. The Double Branch is composed of two rooms,
< one of which is about thirty feet lower than the oth-
“er, running parallel, and having, most of the way, a
common ceiling.
20. Near the end, the ceiling is beautifully figured
with black circular spots, raised from the general
surface, which is grey.

SOLITARY CAVE.

1. The entrance into the Solitary Cave is through
a very low and wide passage, called the Humble
Chute, which branches off from the hollow of the
Second Cataract.

2, The walls and ceiling are white, and washed
in regular curves. ‘T'he bottom is level, and covered
with sand.
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3. The Solitary Spring is a basin of water ina
small branch, having the same mouth with the Coral
Grove Branch, but on a higher level.

4. The Coral Grove Branch is a kind of water
vein, ending ir a grove of Stalactites.

5. Alexander’s Pit is about sixteen feet deep to
the first bottom. On one side of this bottom there
is a large opening, through which the sound of water
may be heard falling to a great depth.

There is a sharp pointed rock standing up in the
pit, six or eight feet high.

6. In the bottom of this branch there are in sever-
al places, deep crevices or fissures a foot wide, de-
scending probably to lower pits.

7. The Solitary Cells are a number of little
branches, forming a kind of labyrinth, leading from
a common area, into which you enter through a small,
winding passage.

8. The earth on the bottom is slightly incrusted,
so that a person walking over it,is continually fearful
of breaking through into some hidden gulf. Here
Solitude indeed reigns in silence and gloom.

9. The Robber’s Kettle is worn in the solid rock,
perfectly smooth, and regularly shaped.

10. Tecumseh’s Grave is a gulf on the right,
about fifteen feet deep; it does not extend far.

11. The Rat Hole Branch is a very small water
vein, in which there is a nest made of sticks and
moss; beyond this, the branch has not been explored.

12, The Fairy Grotto is a part of the cave near
the end, in which there are are great numbers of sta-
lactites. Some of them are nearly solid, leaving only
a small aperture through the centre, admitting the
passage of small quantities of water, which drops
continually from the lower end; some are very large
and hollow, forming irregularly fluted columns; some
are solid near the ceiling, and divided lower down
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into a great number of small branches, like the roots
of a tree, curiously intertwined ; some are long and
straight, like a pipe-stem.

The substance of which they are composed, is
semi-transparent, and being encrusted in places with
small crystals, exceedingly pure and brilliant, the
effect is very pleasing, by the reflection of lights.

BLUE SPRING BRANCH.

1. This branch is remarkable for the regularity
of its appearance throughout.

2. The bottom is covered with broken rocks.—
There is, however, a very good path, the rocks
having been thrown up from one side, discovering a
bed of sand to walk upon. This was done by the
former inhabitants of the cave. T'he ceiling is gener-
ally about the same height, (10 feet,) but uneven and
broken. The walls are in places encrusted with a
thin, flaky substance, on the surface of which there
are crystals.

4. At the Hanging Groves, the ceiling, for a con-
siderable space, is hung with clusters of stalactic
substances, like bunches of grapes.

5. The Blue Spring is in a basin about a foot long,
and four inches wide, the sides of which are raised
from the bottom, and inclined inward. The inner
surface is studded with beautiful globular crystals,
always brilliant. There are no deposites of dust in
the bottom, and the water cannot be riled by being
disturbed. The basin is overhuug by an umbrella
shaped rock, covered with a blue, transparent incrus-
tation. In the middle of the top there is a small
stalagmite, on which water drops from the ceiling,
and supplies the spring.

This is considered a great curiosity



(27)

SYMMES’ PIT BRANCH.

1. This branch varies very much in size and ap-
pearance in different parts; the ceiling is generally
rough, and the bottom covered with broken rocks,

2. At the Sounding Board there is, probably, a
hollow, or cave, under the bottom, as at the Echoes.

3. The Hanging Rock, is a large flat rock, about
sixteen feet square, separated from the ceiling, and
supported only by one side. It hangs so low, that
it is necessary to stoop when going under it.

4. The Cul de Sac is a short niche, lower than the
true passage, into which persons often enter, when
returning the first time, and imagine the rocks have
fallen and shut them in.

5. Catherine City is alasge and beautiful area,
which appears, when in it, to be enclosed and separa-
ted from the rest of the cave. i

On the left side there is a range of stalactic pillars,
branches, and moss-like clusters, covering almost the
whole extent of the wall, and presenting an agreea~
ble variety of shapes and colors. The passage to
Symmes® Pit is through a very narrow delile, tesmina-
ting cn the verge of a precipice.

6. Symme’s Pitisa well in the bottom of a deep
hollow, in the shape of a funnel, the sides of which
are covered with loose rocks, lying upon an inclina-
tion just sufficient to sustain them. Let none be
tempted by curiosity to venture too near this Pit.
‘Wishing myself to observe the appearance of the
well, I suspended a Jamp in it by a string attached to
the end of a pole. In order to get'a better view I
was about to lean against a large rock, which was
standing edgewise in a convenient place, when one
of my assistants remarked, that he saw the llghl.flﬂlllx
the pit shining up between the rocks behind me; I
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then found that this rock was resting on the edges of
anarrow gulf, leading from the pit, which I had not
previously noticed.

A gentleman who visited this place before me, was
near being precipitated into this pit, by the rocks tum-
bling down the inclination from above—he saved
himself by clinging to a projecting rock ou the very
verge of the pit, but was severely bruised.

7. Beyond Symmes’ Pit there is a long stooping
place, through which it is tedious to pass,

8. The Vale of Tears is a short room at the end,
in section about as large as the Main Cave. Under
the left wall, there is a range of pits into which wa-
ter drops from the ceiling. At the end there is a
steep hill of sandstone rocks, which have fallen from
a limestone dome, Through the interstices of the
rocks water filters, and passes off in small streams,
into the pits and hollows of the valley, wh:re it dis-
appears as in other branches,

Y. It is probable, that at this place the water de-
scends through the Vale of Tears into the Coral
Grove Branch of the Solitary Cave, and finally into
the pits, to the depth of about four hundred and fifty
feet below the surface of the earth.

. INTERESTING ITEMS.

1. There is no fire damp in any of the pits and
low places.

2. The length of all the branches of the cave,
taken together, is about eight miles.

3. The farthest point from the mouth, is the end
of Symmes’ Pit Branch—two and a fourth miles and
three hundred and eighty feet. The length of the
cave has generally been estimated at from seven to
fifteen miles, owing to the fatigue of walking over
the rough rocks, and the variety of interesting objects
which continually engage the attention.

m---h-n.nb-ﬂ-_.__k P
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4. No part of the cave runs under Green River.

5. There is nodanger of the rocks falling from the
ceiling npon the heads of those who enter the cave,
as is generally apprehended. One of the guides,
who has been in the constant practice of showing the
cave to strangers for the last ten years, says he never
kuew one to fall,

WHITE CAVE.

1. In the vicinity of the Mammoth Cave there
are several smaller caves, none of which, however,
possess much interest, excepting, perhaps, the White
Cave, which it may be well to notice,

The White Cave opens on the southern declivi-
ty nf a hill, about half a mile south of the Mamnoth
Cave.

3. Itis visited principally on account of the beauty
of the stalactic formations which it contains.

4. In one place it is divided into 1wo rooms by a
thin partition, or stalactic sheet, hanging from the
ceiling to the bottom. Through this partition there
are a number of openings of different sizes and shapes,
some of which are only separated by single pillars.

5. The ceiling is white, and generally"irom ten to
fifteen feet high.

6. On the right hand side of the cave gomg in,
there are several ranges of shelves projecting one be=

* yond another, froia the ceiling downward, and cover-

ed with a stalactic drapery, resembling festooned cur-
tains.

7. At the end of the first room, there is a dome
thirty or forty fget high, resembling a conch shell,
called the Involute Dome .

8. In the second room there is a basin ten feet long,
five wide, and one foot deep, containing very pure,
cold water. The sides of the basin are not more




(30)

lhn an inch thick, and appear to have grown up
from the bottom, by the gradual attraction and de-
posit of particles from the water. The inner surface
is studded with crystals.

9. Near the end of this cave there are several
stalagmites fifteen or twenty feet in diameter at t.he
base, and twelve or fourteen feet high.

10. T'he length of the cave is about eight hundred
teet. ‘T'he width varies from forty tosixty feet. The
air is damp.







