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the market of foodstuffs of this country and
through unscrupulous manipulation of the mar-
kets took food from starving mouths and endan-
gered the fight for freedom, should in my opinion
be treated by this government as a traitor and
subjected to a court martial. I do not believe
that the preacher in Washington was wrong when
be said that men of this character should be shot
at the base of Washington’s monument.

The people too frequently think of education as
something remote, something foreign to their own
needs, something that concerns the other in-
dividual, the other home, the other community,
and the other state. Education is the most per-
sonal thing in a free country, and the extent that
people have failed to respond to its needs is meas-
ured by the failure of the school to become a
positive factor in the social and industrial develop-
ment of the community.

The rains that fall, the winds that blow, the
lightnings and thunders incident to earthly con-
ditions typify things that transpire within the
zones of my own soul. My outlook upon life is
dark and gloomy, or bright and radiant, in propor-
tion as I look outward and downward and inward
and upward.

There lived in the community of my early life
a citizen who was an expert in the use of the sling.
It is said that whenever he went hunting, his
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friends would count the number of stones in the
pouch, and when he returned, would count the
number remaining unused and in this way deter-
mine the number of squirrels he had killed. When-
ever the community has this kind of confidence in
a leader, it will rally behind him and assist him in
his work.

The schools assist in solving the economic and
social problems of the home and of the state by
increasing the productive capacity of the people
and by developing a citizenship whose good be-
havior will reduce waste to a minimum. The com-
munity that does not have a good school because
it thinks it is too poor to have a good school must
learn that the reason it is too poor to have a good
school is because it does not have a good school.
The community that refuses to make material
contributions and to vote a just tax for the sup-
port of the school is, under the law of economic
progress, a pauper.

!

Society has been kind to me. It stood by my
side when I was a helpless little piece of spirit and
flesh and protected me, but the greatest blessing it
ever bestowed upon me was a Christian home
during my childhood days where honor ruled and
industry, obedience, virtue, and service were
crowned through the influence of a noble father
and a loving mother who believed and taught by
precept and example that the hope of a free people
depended largely upon their homes.
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In the sense I speak, the greatest political party
that has ever been conceived by the thought of
man is the public school system. Its mission
makes it an organic part of political life. If prop-
_erly administered, it will advance the principles
and ideals of freedom and never be in accord with
civic corruption.

Democracy has its own way of doing things,
and it is the best way. We have been thinking,
however, that it would be a good thing if it were
. possible to segregate all of the germs of preventable
diseases and all of the idlers, knockers, and gos-
sipers on a lonely island and let the battle go on
between them. It has been ordained, however,

_that they shall be consumed by the gradual fires
of Democracy.

It has been intensely interesting to watch the
boy of the corn club go behind his one acre of corn
and assume the responsibility of preparing the soil,
selecting the seed corn, and at the same time chal-
lenging the world to a contest for the largest yield.
This responsibility makes him a leader, creates
the power of initiative, and makes him an impor-
tant citizen in the life of a community. He is so
busily engaged that he forgets to be an idler or

‘even a bad boy.

Any citizen who tries to improve the spiritual
and economic affairs of a country by withholding

" support from better homes, better teachers, better
schools, better health, better agriculture, better
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roads, and all other things that make a productive
citizenship, proceeds on the theory that the way
to improve a house is to tear it down, that the way
to improve the life and business of a community
is to cut off the currents of life.

Before I was old enough to be trusted to load a
gun, my father would give me a loaded single-
barrel gun and allow me to go to the woods to kill
a squirrel. The squirrels did not take me seriously,
because they knew I was a poor marksman and
had only one load. After my using the load with-
out getting game, the squirrels would come near
me and say: ‘“Go home, get a supply of good am-
munition, learn to load the gun and how to shoot,
and then we will keep out of your way and have
'some respect for you.” There are a great many
squirrel hunters of this kind in this country who
call themselves teachers and leaders.

The country is full of examples showing that
the school that gets into the life of the people and
helps them to solve their social and industrial
problems is about the most contagious thing in a
democratic community. Give the people through
the schools more life, and they will have more
money and will support the school with more life
and more money. The failure of the people to un-
derstand the material value of education is one of
the greatest barriers that confronts the work of
educating the masses. Education pays two divi-
dends, one in an improved citizenship and one in
material dividends.
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The successful angler values nature. He will
‘avoid trying to force the large game fish to accept
his ways, until it shows an inclination to be led.
The fish that does not have its own way some of
the time is not worth catching, and the angler
who does not have his way some of the time is a
poor fisherman. The angler who does not under-
stand this will not succeed in leading a community.

We must have a vision of the future, and if we
would avoid mistakes, we must be able to hear the
conversation and conclusions of a group of brainy
and patriotic citizens when they talk about our
achievements five hundred or a thousand years
from now. When considered in the terms of demo-
cratic principles, whatever is right in a Democracy
today will be right in the future. Methods and
programs change, but principles are as enduring
as eternity itself.

The school is a pioneer that reaches the indus-
trial world through the world of mind. The effi-
cient school precedes thinking capacity, thinking
capacity precedes earning capacity, and earning
capacity precedes industrial thrift. Human
thought is the ticker that tells what every inch of
property is worth. Extend the vision of the mind,
and you broaden the fields of commerce; build up
the efficiency of the school, and you quicken indus-
trial life. Educated citizens and a sane commerce
travel together. A poverty of schools makes a
treacherous commerce. -
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It is true that efforts to promote public business
are frequently the victims of fixed customs, of self-
ishness, of neighborhood factions, of partisan and
depraved politics, and of many other things that
make it difficult for a worthy public servant to ac-
complish constructive work. This state of af-
fairs has, without doubt, crippled efficiency, cost
Democracy millions and millions of dollars, and
made the execution of public work extremely diffi-
cult and discouraging.

All of the enemies of this country are not mil-
lionaires. They can be found in the shop, on the
farm, and in every other endeavor of life. I know
a citizen who has an elegant home with modern
equipment, five hundred acres of as rich land as
can be found in this country, ten or twelve thou-
sand dollars worth of fine stock, great crops, and
other things all paid for. His barn is worth three
or four times the value of the country schoolhouse.
He has concern about the condition of his cattle
and the amount he will get out of them but refuses
to vote for a small public-school tax to help edu-
cate the children of his community. He puts his
barn above the schoolhouse and his cattle above
the children. He puts his bank account above his
flag.

Universal progress begins and ends with the soil.
Improved agriculture is a fundamental proposition
and one of monumental importance to every citi-
zen in the nation. The development of our coun-
try depends largely upon the success of the farmer,
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the most important citizen in the land. I believe
in every sane and democratic effort in the interest
of rural uplift and in a policy that will aid in the
dissemination of agricultural information among
the masses, in increasing the productive capacity
of the people, and in establishing coperative mar-
kets for the products of their labor. Most of
America needs more waving wheat and alfalfa
fields and fewer wavering politicians. Intelligent
agriculture is the only thing that will put small
agriculture out of business. '

Indeed, America is a land of optimism. The
golden gates of opportunity swing wide open. It
is a land of milk and honey, but we shall never
get the milk until we have men who can do the
milking, and we shall never get the honey until
we have human bees to make it. Our unworked
and undeveloped spiritual and industrial fields
are calling for men of brain, brawn, and character
who are willing to make a trial of leadership. We
should not forget that the responsibility of owner-
ship falls heavily upon us, and that our children
are entitled to their share of the wealth of our
fields, hills, and mountains, and to an opportunity
to become leaders and workers in the social and
industrial fields. There are American boys of the
finest human stock who are unable to read and
write, who may be in need of the comforts of life,
and who are today working in great coal mines,
in industrial plants, and on great farms that were
formerly owned by their fathers. The only way
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we can give the child a square industrial deal is to
give him a square educational deal, and the only
way we can give him a square educational deal is
to support a system of education that will reach
every child in the land.

Democracy salutes the little schoolhouse on the
hill as the temple of liberty. It salutes the real
teacher who rings the bell and calls the children
to books as a nobleman who gives his life for his
country. It salutes the layman who goes behind
the school as a hero in time of peace, who plants
the American flag upon the hills of liberty.
Democracy calls for more life. Education seeks to
create more. Let us then resolve to have a type
of education that will enable the people to keep
step with the onward march of Democracy.

We shall never stop the leak that flows from
the school fund until the educational conscience
is awakened and the people share a larger respon-
sibility for good schools; until parents cease to
keep their children out of school without legitimate
reasons; until they regard the selection of the
school trustee of as much as or more importance

~ to the community than the selection of a governor;
until we develop a strong, stable teaching profes-
sion, pay better salaries, and require better teach-
ers, demand better service, and appreciate better
service, and until the school is removed from
personal, from neighborhood, from sectarian, from
all forms of politics.
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I knew the mortal body that was buried in this
grave. It wasithe home of a great soul. But the
spirit took its flight without knowing its own pow-
ers. This grave marks the last resting place of a
citizen who was intended by God to be free, but he
died a slave without having lived in the sunlight
of inspired thought. It was intended that the uni-
verse only should be the boundary of his activity
and influence, but he constructed a prison that
confined him and impoverished his usefulness. It
society had knocked at the door of his soul in early
life by offering him real education, he would have
been one of the great citizens of this land.

The most vital question before the country
is one looking toward rural improvement and
efficiency. We have a gigantic rural inheritance
and opportunity. We have the climate, the
showers, the sunshine, the soil, and the people,
but we are not producing and living enough.
Many of our farm homes are in need of the neces-
sities of life and modern equipment and improve-
ment. Many of our noble women are subjected to
biting hardships, and the children are deprived
of educational advantages that will prepare them
for their chosen work. The remedy is in a system
of education that will reach everybody and im-
prove these conditions.

A burglar stood between two homes during the
late hours of the night. The inhabitants of each
were sound asleep. The doors and windows of one

\
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of the houses were locked and bolted, and the head
of the household slept with a big pistol under his
pillow. The doors and windows of the other were
open, and the head of the household had no
weapon. The burglar said that he entered the
locked and protected home because it called him a
dirty thief and threatened his life, while the other
expressed a confidence in humanity, even in a
burglar. The thing that made him enter the pro-
tected home is the handle the real leader uses in
movihg & community.

. Community growth can be advanced by
prompting the people to secure good books, maga-
zines, and helpful literature of all kinds and by in-
fluencing them to develop a reading and thinking
habit; by encouraging public meetings designed
to stimulate community ideals, codperation, and
thrift; by fostering the home, the greatest in-
fluence in a Democracy, protecting it through
legislation, and aiding in its efforts to have effi-
ciency; by making the community strong in pa-
triotic life, in its respect for law, and for the rule
of honor, and so free from sectarian bias and big-
otry that it will be an ideal soil for the growth of
American citizens.

The citizen is the dynamo that turns the wheels
of progress and determines the conduct of the
government. Nothing has ever been accomplished
by human hands in the outward world that did not
begin in some human being. That bridge was
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burned by the incendiary before the blaze was
witnessed by the physical eye. That restaurant
was blown up before the dynamite was placed
under the building. That citizen was shot before
the report of the gun was heard by the physical
ear. That ballot box was mutilated before the
voter entered the booth. I am emphasizing that
the community’s house will be in bad order until
the soul’s house is put in order by Christian edu-
cation. ‘

There are many educational leaders and teach-
ers who are giving every inch of their lives and
physical strength to the work of educating the
masses, who realize that before teachers can suc-
ceed in the great work of leading the people they
must be free themselves, and that in order to en-
joy professional freedom they must experience an
intellectual and professional baptism. They be-
lieve that Democracy should demand better-paid
and better-educated teachers, teachers who wear
the whole professional helmet. They believe that
every child is entitled to a qualified teacher, and
that the professional deadwood should be con-
sumed by the flames of public sentiment and by
the fire of the teaching profession. These teachers,
however, have a right to expect that, if they con-
_centrate and consecrate their lives upon the altars
of service and make liberal expenditures of time
and money for preparation, the citizenship of our
country will recognize the work of a true teacher
in a free government and will show its appreciation
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by offering him an opportunity to prepare for his
chosen work by paying salaries in keeping with
the expense of preparation and the cost of proper
living,

Democracy sees the world no longer as a di-
vided fragment — a disconnected series of spheres,
but as a single world, as a single sphere, in which
there is no higher or lower. The citizen pur-
suing any honorable endeavor who has the power
of self-control and is a master of his task, is in
America our sole aristocrat.

Democracy looks within before writing an
epitaph. It appeared on the deck of the Olympia,
saluted Dewey, declared to the world that without
him there would have been no Manila, victory. It
did not stop there. It went down into the hold
of the Olympia, saluted John Whitaker, who in a
temperature of 130 degrees, shoveled coal into
the engine; and then came back on the deck and
announced to the world that without John
Whitaker, too, there would not have been a
Manila victory. That is democracy. It exalts
learning, piety, and service.

The school system exists for no other purpose
except to make good citizens. The work of making
men, of transmuting dollars into life, into ideals,
into freedom, of giving them wings, and making
them messengers of peace, is the greatest work
delegated to the hands of men. The school system
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is a patriotic organization that seeks to make men.
A better citizenship is its creed. This makes its
work universal, establishing a common ground
upon which all can unite in the interest of effi-
ciency.

When the tieachers stop discrediting their own
profession by incompetency, by apologizing for
being teachers, by acting as hirelings, instead
of servants of Democracy, the public school will
cease to be treated indifferently and the teaching
profession will rise to that dignity and exert that
influence that will command the respect of the
people. Iwalked up to aleading educator recently
and said: “You are nothing but a teacher, just a
teacher. You can’t do anything except teach a
little and you can’t do that very well. Your
services are not needed outside of the schoolroom,
because you are nothing more than a teacher.
You somehow look to me like a kind of ‘Imper-
sonal Tt.”” In speaking to my friend in this
way, I fear I was illustrating what sometimes
seems to be the attitude of the public mind
toward the average teacher. I have never
apologized for being a teacher. The privilege
of being a teacher is enough honor for a lifetime.
If the profession will forgive me for the feeble
efforts I have made, I will try to do better.
Yet 1 fully appreciate that I can never con-
tribute as much honor to the teaching profession
as this noble and beautiful professional life
has contributed to me in permitting me to enter
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its wide domain of opportunity and service.
I have, however, gone far enough into the
teaching profession to regard the teacher who
does not make a reasonable effort to exalt the
thought of teaching in his own life and who is
ashamed to own that he is a teacher, as a pro-
fessional hypocrite, a traitor to a cause that
is as high as heaven.

It is our duty to sanctify this great hill by
hard study; by expressing its harmony, its order,
its articulation, its saneness, and its stateliness
in our lives; by seeing to it that its nobility
is not marred by a single mark or desecrated in
any other way; by making the beautiful sun-
rises and sunsets which we shall witness from
this hill, the rising of a soul in a world of promise
and opportunity and the setting of a soul amidst
the splendors of a life well lived; and by making
this beautiful physical panorama that we shall
witness from this hill-top and from classroom
windows a spiritual panorama to be transmuted
into life, and, finally, through a patriotic use of
things spiritual and things material, unlock the
door that confines an imprisoned self and allow
a new and greater citizen to step forth — a bless-
ing to man, a servant of God.



