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Manuscripts & Folklife Archives 
Department of Library Special Collections 

Western Kentucky University 
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1092 

 
Descriptive Inventory 

 

FA 154     OWENSBORO Messenger-Inquirer – Owensboro, Kentucky 
 

5 boxes.  142 items.  1986.  Cassette tapes, transcripts. 
 

1987.240.1 

 
 

COLLECTION NOTE   
 

This collection consists of taped and transcribed interviews with residents of Owensboro, 
Kentucky, conducted for the Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer’s project A Generation 

Remembers: 1900-1949.”   The original interviews, consents and releases are located at the 
Kentucky Oral History Commission, Frankfort, Kentucky. 
 

 
SHELF LIST  

 

BOX 1         Newspaper articles and tape logs         1986         56 items  

 
Folder 1     Inventory and KOHC letter                          2 items  

 
Folder 2     Newspaper articles –                    Aug. 31-     6 items  
              “A Generation Remembers,              Sept. 29,  

                 1900-1949” (photocopies)               1986  
 

Folder 3     “A Generation Remembers…” -          July-Sept.     20 items  
              Tape logs                           1986  
 
Folder 4     “A Generation Remembers…” -          July 1986     15 items  

               Tape logs  

 

Folder 5     “A Generation Remembers…” -          July-Sept.     13 items  
              Tape logs                           1986     
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BOX 2         Cassette tapes                    July-         24 items  
                               Aug. 1986  

 
Interviewee                    Interviewer                  Date  
 
1.  Gregory, Allyene              Vied, Steve               August 1, 1986  
 

2.  Millard, Jerry            Adams, Joe             August 7, 1986  
 
3.  Fitts, Mary                    Owen, Karen         August 12, 1986  
 
4.  Fitts, Mary                   Owen, Karen          August 12, 1986  

 
5.  Thruston, George/Georgia          Heckel, Dan          July 30, 1986  

 
6.  Hamilton, Thomas and Gertrude Douglas, Lora          August 15, 1986  

 
7.  Carmen/Carman, Eva           Carey, Christopher        July 30, 1986  

 
8.  Gross, Oma                Parson, Kim           July 29, 1986  
 

9.  Triplett, Alice                Sullivan, Genie          August 7, 1986  
 

10. No cassette tape #10 in collection. Recorded on log as being blank.  

 

11. Truman, Zella                Owen, Karen          August 5, 1986  
  

12. Landrum, Dora                Eans, Kevin          July 29, 1986  
 
13. Kirtley, Bernard “Red”           Parson, Kim          July 29, 1986  

 
14. Hall, Nellie                Netzley, Gary          July 30, 1986  

 
15. Cox, Joe Rowan               Heckel, Dan          August 5, 1986  
 
16. Simmons, Tom                Adams, Joe              July 31, 1986  

 

17. Allen, Stella               Owen, Karen          July 29, 1986  

 
18. Allen, Stella                Owen, Karen          July 29, 1986  
 
19. Whelchel, V. L.                Owen, Karen          August 5, 1986  
 

20. Whelchel, V. L.               Owen, Karen          August 5, 1986  
 
21. Jones, Marvin T.               Adams, Joe              July 31, 1986  

https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/26/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/27/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/28/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/397/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/30/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/31/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/32/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/18/
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22. Jones, Marvin T.               Adams, Joe              July 31, 1986  

  
23. Abell, Carye                Smith, Keith          July 28, 1986  
 
24. Norris, Wilbur                Schorman, Rob         July 29, 1986     
 

 
BOX 3         Cassette tapes                  July-                  23 items  
                                    Aug. 1986  
 
Interviewee                   Interviewer                   Date  

 
25. Norris, Wilbur               Schorman, Rob          July 29, 1986  

 
26. Dame, Mittie               Hetrick, Judi           August 13, 1986  

 
27. Crabb, Opal Cline              Adams, Joe               August 15, 1986  

 
28. Crabb, Opal Cline              Adams, Joe               August 15, 1986  
 

29. Riddle, J. D.               Lawrence, Keith          August 8, 1986  
 

30. Smart, John Scott G.          Carey, Christopher          July 1986  

 

31. Thrasher, Mattie              Owen, Karen           August 15, 1986  
 

32. Thrasher, Mattie              Owen, Karen           August 15, 1986  
 
33. Steele, Robert T.              Adams, Joe               August 9, 1986  

 
34. Gregory, Corinne Taylor          Eubanks, Paul           August 1, 1986  

 
35. Lovan, Doy              Owen, Karen           August 13, 1986  
 
36. Lovan, Doy               Owen, Karen           August 13, 1986  

 

37. Noffsinger, Guy              Heckel, Dan           August 5, 1986  

 
38. Riddle, F. H.               Hetrick, Judi           August 11, 1986  
 
39. Sublett, Nellie Ruth          Owen, Karen          July 29, 1986  
 

40. Sublett, Nellie Ruth          Owen, Karen           July 29, 1986  
 
41. Stevens, Otis and Essie          Postlewaite, Charlotte      July 28, 1986  

https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/17/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/33/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/34/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/35/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/36/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/23/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/39/
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42. Stevens, Otis and Essie          Postlewaite, Charlotte      July 28, 1986  

 
43. Whitler, Marcus              Boeyink, David           July 17, 1986  
 
44. Bareis, Princess O’Flynn         Behan, Cathy           August 13, 1986  
 

45. Bareis, Princess O’Flynn         Behan, Cathy           August 13, 1986  
 
46. Head, Clarence              Owen, Karen           July 29, 1986  
 
47. Head, Clarence              Owen, Karen           July 29, 1986  

 
 

BOX 4          Cassette tapes                     July-Sept.1986                  20 items    
 

Interviewee                   Interviewer                  Date  
 

48. Stone, Philip                Adams, Joe              July 31, 1986  
 
49. Iler, Arthur               Rickerd, Brian          July 31, 1986  

 
50. Iler, Arthur                Rickerd, Brian          July 31, 1986  

 

51. Stolsworth, Lena               Parson, Kim          July 29, 1986  

 
52. Perkins, J. P.                Smith, Keith          August 1, 1986  

 
53. Perkins, J. P.               Smith, Keith          August 1, 1986  
 

54. Lindemann, Edward           Smith, Keith          July 31, 1986  
 

55. McClure, Jack                Smith, Keith          July 29, 1986  
 
56. Shouse, Oda                Smith, Keith          August 13, 1986  
 

57. Gregory, Corinne Taylor           Eans, Keith/ Postlewaite,    July 15, 1986  

                         Charlotte  

 
58. Taylor, Irene                Carey, Christopher         August 14, 1986  
 
59. Edds, Lattie/Thomasson, Essie    Hetrick, Judi          July 30, 1986  
 

60. Coy, Charlie Earl                Smith, Keith          July 8, 1986  
 
61. Carver, Gayle                Adams, Joe              July 31, 1986  

https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/19/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/40/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/41/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/42/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/44/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/43/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/45/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/46/
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62. Perguson, Pearl               Eans, Keith              July 29, 1986  

 
63. Ridgway-Ware, Julia May       King, Mary Kay         August 5, 1986  
 
64. Harrison, Cecil                Lawrence, Keith         Sept. 24, 1986  
 

65. Norris, Alvin                Smith, Keith          August 13, 1986  
 
66. Johnston, Gwendolyn           Smith, Keith          August 4, 1986  
 
67. Pannell, Virginia               Postlewaite, Charlotte     July 16, 1986  

 
 

BOX 5        Cassette tapes                  July 1986              19 items  
 

Interviewee                    Interviewer              Date  
 

68. (1G)  Riverside Manor            Hetrick, Judi          July 3, 1986  
       Nursing Home, Calhoun,  
       (McLean County), KY  

 
    Settle, John Crosby  

    Edds, Lattie L.  

    Thomasson, Urey  

    Hunt, Christine  
    Cravens, Tommie Settle  

 
69. (2G) Hartford Community        Postlewaite, Charlotte     July 14,1986  
       Center, Hartford, (Ohio  

       County), KY  
 

    Aller, Alvery  
    Stevens, Otis  
    Ralph, Josephine  
    Triplett, Alice  

    Young, Mattie  

    Smith, Shirley  

 
70. (3G)  Calhoun City-County       Vied, Steve          July 17, 1986  
       Building (McLean County)  
 
    Lee, Wilbur T.  

    Pritchett, Elizabeth  
    Davis, Virginia  
    Davis, Wendell  

https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/56/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/47/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist/49/
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    Thomas, Ollie  
    Dame, Mittie  

    Vanover, D. A.  
    Meyer, K. J., Jr.  
 
71. & 72.  Messenger-Inquirer      Owen, Karen          July 11, 1986  
(4G & 5G  (Daviess County)  

 
    Meyers, Roy  
    Head, Clarence  
 
73. & 74.  Island Baptist Church        Owen, Karen/Kim          July 9, 1986  

(G6 & G7)  (McLean County)              Parson  
 

    Davis, Virginia  
    Gross, Oma  

    Jackson, Virgie  
    Kirtley, Bernard “Red”  

    Addington, Alice  
    Pittas, Michael  
    Stolsworth, Lena  

 
75. & 76.  Central City Senior       Adams, Joe/Douglas,         July 9, 1986  

(G8 & G9)  Citizens Center            Lora/Postlewaite,  

             (Muhlenberg County)         Charlotte  

 
    Noffsinger, Guy  

    Jones, Marvin  
    Boggess, Samuel  
    Millard, Jerry  

 
77. & 78.  Elizabeth Munday Senior        Schorman, Rob/           July 10, 1986  

(10G & 11G)    Citizens Center         Eubanks, Paula  
             (Daviess County)  
 
    Gilles, James  

    Davis, Albert  

    Abell, Carye  

    Gordon, Edna  
    Bransen, Mary  
    Howard, M. Virginia  
    Norris, Wilbur  
    Hines, Stewart  

    Wink, Martine  
 
79. & 80.  Whitesville Senior              Smith, Keith/             July 14, 1986  
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(12G & 13G)  Citizens Center            Baumgarten, Jim  
             (Daviess County)  

 
    Edge, Gladys  
    Knott, Elmer  
 
81. & 82.  Roosevelt House              Rickerd, Carolyn/            July 10, 1986  

(14G & 15G)  (Daviess County)            Lake, Allen  
 
    Shown, William  
    Bushong, Paul  
    Foust, Wayne  

    Hamilton, Gertrude  
    Hamilton, Thomas  

 
83. & 84.  Breckenridge County           Carey, Christopher       July 15, 1986  

(16G & 17G)  Senior Center                  and others  
 

    Lyons, Grace  
    Carmen, Eva  
    Smart, John S. G.  

    Brooks, Elmo  
 

85. & 86.  Hancock County Senior          Carey, Christopher/         July 11, 1986  

(18G & 19G)  Center                      Parson, Kim  

 
    Taylor, Irene  

    Lamar, Lillian  
    Hardin, Flora  
 

One tape is missing: Interviewer Kevin Eans, July 14, 1986  
    Brown, Sidie Ann  

    Cooper, Margie R.  
    Landrum, Dora R.  
    Westerfield, Fred  
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BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD  
 

FA     OWENSBORO Messenger-                       1986 
154        Inquirer – Owensboro, Kentucky                            
 
  A Generation Remembers: 1900-1949.  

The Inquirer published this series based on  

interviews with individuals in Owensboro, Kentucky,  
and surrounding counties, concerning their  
reminiscences of that time frame.   

  5 boxes.  142 items.  Cassette tapes, transcripts. 
 Originals at the Kentucky Oral History Commission,  

Frankfort, Kentucky.  
  1987.240.1 

 
 

SUBJECT ANALYTICS  
 

Abell, Carye, b. 1901  
Adams, Joe  
Addington, Alice, b. 1906  

African Americans – Occupations, 1900-1949  
African Americans – Social conditions, 1900-1949  

Allen, Barba  

Allen, Stella Mudd, b. 1888  

Atomic bomb – Japan  
Automobile industry and trade  

Automobiles  
Automobiles – Design and construction  
Bank robberies, 1920-1929  

Banks and banking, 1920-1939  
Bareis, Ruth ”Princess” O’Flynn, b. 1912  

Baseball, 1900-1949  
Basketball, 1900-1929  
Basketball for women, 1920-1929  
Baumgarten, Jim  

Behan, Cathy  

Boggess, Samuel, b. 1900  

Branson, Mary, b. 1907  
Breckinridge County, 1900-1949  
Brooks, Elmo, b. 1903  
Browder mine explosion, 1910  
Bushong, Paul, b. 1893  

Carey, Christopher  
Carman/Carmen, Eva, b. 1884  
Carver, Gayle Raymond, 1913-2005 
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Childbirth, 1900-1949  
Churches and religious affairs  

Courtship, 1900-1949  
Cox, Joe Rowan, b. 1915  
Coy, C. E. “Toad,” b. 1902  
Crabb, Opal Cline, b. 1905  
Cravens, Tommie Settle, b. 1908  

Crime and criminals, 1920-1929  
Dame, Mittie, b. 1910  
Dancing, 1900-1949  
Daviess County, 1900-1949  
Davis, Albert, b. 1924  

Davis, Virginia, b. 1912  
Davis, Wendell, b. 1910  

Depressions, 1929  
Discrimination in housing, 1900-1949  

Distilling, Illicit, 1900-1949  
Douglas, Lora  

Eans, Kevin  
Edds, Lattie L., b. 1886  
Edge, Gladys, b. 1902  

Electricity, 1930-1949  
Eubanks, Paul  

Exhibitions and fairs – St. Louis, 1904  

Farm life, 1900-1949  

Fitts, Mary, b. 1901  
Floods – Ohio River, 1913,1937  

Floods, 1913,1937  
Folk medicine, 1900-1949  
Foust, Wayne, b. 1903  

Funeral rites and customs, 1900-1949  
Games, 1900-1949  

General stores, 1900-1949  
Gilles, James, b. 1923  
Gordon, Edna, b. 1908  
Gregory, Allyene, b. 1900  

Gregory, Corinne Taylor, b. 1904  

Gross, Oma, b. 1894  

Hall, Nellie, b. 1905  
Halloween, 1930-1949  
Hardin, Flora, b. 1903  
Hamilton, Gertrude, b. 1924  
Hamilton, Thomas C., b. 1924  

Hancock County  
Hangings – Owensboro, 1936  
Harrison, Cecil, b. 1921  
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Head, Clarence Gabriel, b. 1897  
Heckel, Don  

Hemp, 1900-1949  
Hemp industry, 1939-1945  
Hetrick, Judi  
Hines, Stewart, b. 1915  
Hotels, taverns, etc., 1900-1949  

Housewives, 1900-1949  
Howard, M. Virginia, b. 1912  
Hunt, Christine, b. 1908  
Iler, Arthur, b. 1900  
Influenza, 1910-1919  

Jackson, Virgie, b. 1915  
Japan – Allied occupation, 1945-1952  

Japan – Atomic bomb  
Johnston, Gwendolyn  

Jones, Marvin T., b. 1899  
King, Mary Kay  

Kirtley, Bernard W. “Red”, b. 1914  
Knott, Elmer, b. 1911  
Ku Klux Klan, 1900-1949  

Lake, Allen  
Lamar, Lillian, b. 1904  

Landrum, Dora Cave, b. 1909  

Lawrence, Keith  

Lee, Wilbur T., b. 1906  
Lindemann, Edward, b. 1896  

Liquor laws, 1900-1949  
Livestock – Marketing, 1900-1949  
Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company – Comments about  

Lovan, Doy Lee, b. 1911  
Lyons, Grace  

Marriage – Customs and rites, 1900-1949  
McClure, Jack, b. 1897  
McLean County, 1900-1949  
Medicine, 1900-1949  

Meyer, K. J., Jr., b. 1914  

Meyers, Roy L., b. 1921  

Midwifery  
Millard, Jerry, b. 1900  
Miners  
Mines and mineral resources – 20th century  
Mines and mineral resources – Accidents and disasters, 1910  

Montell, William Lynwood, b. 1931  
Muhlenberg County, 1900-1949  
Music – History and criticism  
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Netzley, Gary  
Night riders  

Noffsinger, Guy, b. 1895  
Norris, Alvin  
Norris, Wilbur, b. 1898  
Ohio County – Roads – Design and construction  
Ohio County, 1900-1949  

Ohio River – Floods, 1913,1937  
Oller, Alvy, b. 1905  
Owen, Karen  
Owensboro – Hangings, 1936  
Pannell, Virginia, b. 1910  

Parson, Kim  
Perguson, Pearl, b. 1895  

Perkins, Joseph R.?, b. 1905  
Pittas, Michael  

Play-party  
Popular music, 1920-1949  

Postlewaite, Charlotte  
Possum Hunters, 1890-1910  
Pritchett, Elizabeth, b.1899  

Prohibition  
Race relations, 1900-1949  

Railroad travel, 1900-1909  

Ralph, Josephine Pirtle, b. 1904  

Rickerd, Brian  
Rickerd, Carolyn  

Riddle, Forrest, b. 1897  
Riddle, J. B., b.1905  
Ridgway-Ware, Julia May, b. 1919  

Rivers  
Roads – Design and construction – Ohio County  

Rural schools, 1900-1949  
Rural women, 1900-1949  
St. Louis, Missouri – Exhibitions and fairs, 1904  
Schorman, Rob  

Segregation, 1900-1949  

Service stations, 1940-1949  

Settle, John Cosby, b. 1908  
Sewing, 1900-1949  
Shivaree  
Shouse, Oda, b. 1911  
Shown, William, b. 1923  

Silent films  
Simmons, Lavina, b. 1900  
Simmons, Tom, b. 1883  
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Smart, John Scott G., b. 1893  
Smith, Keith  

Smith, Shirley, b. 1931  
Sports, 1900-1949  
Sports for women, 1920-1929  
Square dancing, 1900-1949  
Steele, Robert T., b. 1905  

Stevens, Essie  
Stevens, Otis, b. 1892  
Stolsworth, Lena, b. 1899  
Stone, Philip, b. 1912  
Sublett, Nellie Ruth, b. 1887  

Sullivan, Genie  
Taylor, Irene, b. 1909  

Teachers and teaching, 1900-1949  
Telephones – History  

Television  
Thomas, Ollie, b. 1907  

Thomasson, Essie Mae, b. 1901  
Thomasson, Urey, b. 1902  
Thrasher, Mattie Lou, b.1895  

Thruston, Georgia, b. 1900  
Tobacco, 1900-1949  

Toll roads  

Trade-unions, 1900-1949  

Trade-unions – Miners, 1900-1949  
Transportation  

Trapping, 1900-1949  
Triplett, Alice Henry, b. 1906  
Truman, Zella, b. 1908  

United Mine Workers of America, 1900-1949  
Vanover, D. A., b. 1907  

Vied, Steve  
Violence – Ku Klux Klan, 1900-1949  
Violence – Night Riders  
Violence – Possum Hunters, 1890-1910  

Whelchel, V. L., b. 1903  

Whitler, J. Marcus, Jr., b. 1922  

Wink, Martine  
Women, 1900-1949  
Women – Employment, 1900-1949  
Women – Suffrage, 1900-1949  
Women farmers, 1900-1949  

Women in medicine, 1900-1949  
Women in politics, 1900-1949  
Women journalists, 1900-1949  
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Women merchants, 1900-1949  
Women teachers, 1900-1949  

Women’s rights, 1900-1949  
Wool trade and industry, 1900-1919  
World War I, 1914-1918 – Personal narratives  
World War II, 1939-1945 – Casualties  
World War II, 1939-1945 – Celebrations – V-E Day, 1945  

World War II, 1939-1945 – Economic aspects  
World War II, 1939-1945 – Food supply  
World War II, 1939-1945 – Japan – Atomic bomb  
World War II, 1939-1945 – Personal narratives  
World War II, 1939-1945 – Prisoners and prisons  

World War II, 1939-1945 – Songs and music  
World War II, 1939-1945 – Women  

Young, Mattie Elizabeth, b. 1917  
 

 
SEE and SEE ALSO 

 
Country schools         

See:     

   Rural schools  
 

 High schools, rural         

See: 

    Rural schools  
 

 Housing, discrimination in     
See: 
    Discrimination in housing  

 
 One-room schools 

See: 
    Rural schools  
 

 One-teacher schools         

See: 

    Rural schools  

    
Rural high schools         

See: 
    Rural schools  
 

Schools, rural             
See: 
    Rural schools  
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Unions                 

See: 
    Trade – Unions  
 

World’s Fairs             
See: 

    Exhibitions and fairs 
                          
 
 
 

 
7/2006 
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