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Student’s play showcased

SAM MICALLEF
Areté co-editor

On the evenings of Nov.
14 and 15, audiences gath-
ered at the Public Theatre
of Kentucky to see four
one-act plays written by
WKU students.

Louisville senior Bobby
Deignan, one of the fea-
tured playwrights and
Honors student, was ex-
tremely excited to see his
play Bald-Faced Lies per-
formed.

“We all wrote the plays
in Dr. Pat Taylor’s Drama
Writing class last spring,’
Deignan said, “and she
had mentioned possibly
having a handful of them
performed at the Public
Theatre. Isecretly had my
fingers crossed that mine
would be picked”

Students, faculty, fami-
lies, and friends enjoyed
plenty of good laughs and
a couple eerie chills as they
sat back and watched the
string of short plays, which
were enacted with minimal
sets, costumes, and light-
ing. Honors sophomore
Katrina Bidwell was one of
the many actors.

“The important thing was
having people there to see
our work, said Deignan,
“Playwriting  should be
about connecting to people,
whether that is to make them
laugh or make them cry”

From the audience’s
enthusiastic reactions and
standing ovation, one may
safely assume these shows
were a hit.

Honors shine in Hallapalooza

KENDRICK BRYAN
Areté staff writer

On Oct. 18, the Hilltopper
football team competed against
the Owls of Florida Atlantic
University. WKU lost 24-20 to
the Sun Belt Conference op-
ponent, but student support
at the contest was noted by
the Residence Hall Association
and WKU Athletics.

Residence halls competed in
an annual event titled Hallapa-
looza. The hall with the best at-
tendance by percentage at the
game was deemed the winner.
The campus has 15 halls and
the Carol Martin Gatton Acad-
emy of Mathematics and Sci-
ence in Kentucky.

Minton Hall won the event
and a Nintendo Wii, the newest
video game console released by
the Japanese company, Ninten-
do. Twenty-three percent of the

hall’s residents signed in and
attended the game.

McLean Hall and Bates-Run-
ner Hall also placed. Both halls
house upperclassmen Honors
students. McLean Hall placed
second with 19 percent and
Bates-Runner Hall placed third
with 16 percent.

“I'was surprised when I heard
that McLean and Bates-Runner
placed,” said Berea junior Matt
Jenkins, “Minton won last year
so I figured they would place,
but I didnt think Honors
would get all three places. It
shows how much Honors kids
care about school spirit”

All three Honors halls have
been renovated since 2001 and
strive to provide a premier liv-
ing-learning experience to en-
sure student success.

Students for Life take a vow of silence across the world

JOSH GONZALES
Areté staff writer
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On Oct. 21 people all over the world wore
red tape with the word “life” written on it and
took a vow of silence for the day in recogni-
tion of the millions of babies who have not
had their voices heard. Members of the new-
ly formed Students for Life chapter at WKU
participated in this as their first official act on
campus. Students for Life is a national orga-
nization that establishes pro-life organizations
on campuses around America. Ryan Ellis, an
Honors College student, is one of the found-
ing members, and the newly elected president
of the organization. Ellis, along with the other
members, hopes to support those considering
abortion, to educate others on life issues, and
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to promote respect for life on WKU’s cam-

pus.
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Louisville freshman Ryan Ellis wears red duct tape on his mouth to prevent himself from speaking.
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Profiles of Honors community members - students, faculty, and staff

Meet ]ennifer Dooper : Honors Homecoming Queen Candidate

JOSH GONZALES
Areté staff writer
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Junior Jennifer Dooper was this year’s Honors Club
and HonorsToppers Homecoming Queen Candidate.

Nickname: Dooper

Class Year: Junior

Hometown: Ownensboro, Ky.

Major: Double major in English Writ-
ing and Spanish

What made you run for Homecoming
Queen? “I kind of got peer pressured
into it I guess...my friend ran last year
and she said I should do it. I don't re-
ally know what a Homecoming Queen
does besides participate in Homecoming
Queen activities”

If you could go anywhere in the world
where would itbe? Siberia. “Not for more
than 12 hours, but just to say I've been
there...I have a feeling all I would see is
snow. I would want to go touch some
permafrost”

What food are you looking most for-
ward to eating on Thanksgiving? “My
mom’s stove-top stuffing. Sweet potatoes

with a ton of brown sugar and margarine
on them. And yams, if you will”

Life Aspirations: “No idea, but I know
what I enjoy doing...I like writing, speak-
ing Spanish, and getting to know people.
I'll probably end up teaching; maybe get
a Ph.D. or something if I'm lucky. I know
that after college I want to live and work
abroad, or volunteer. That’s really all I've
thought about so far”

Favorite Song: “Arabesque” by Debussy
and “Total Eclipse of the Heart” by Bon-
nie Tyler.

Favorite Movie: “I don’t have just one
favorite, but Nick and Norah’s Infinite
Playlist was really good. Oh and I like
Shining Through’

Favorite Class: American Literature I
with Dr. Sandy Hughes. “So much fun, so
much fun. It’s so cool, she just makes it
relevant”

Honors College becomes home for Office Assistant

KATIE KNECHT
Areté staff writer

Stephanie Hammons never imagined
herself to be where she is today. That is,
holding the position of Office Assistant
at WKU’s Honors College. “The idea of
working with students never occurred to
me before,” Hammons said.

Before coming to WKU, Hammons
worked at an auto auction. She took ac-
counting classes in school but never
found a job that inspired her. After sever-
al people told her WKU was a great place
to work, she decided to try it out.

“I was really surprised,” she said, “I en-
joy working with the students. Everyone
is very nice and polite”

Hammons makes arrangements for
others who work for the Honors College,
setting up appointments, and creating
schedules. “I just do whatever they need,’
she said modestly. Her job responsibili-
ties also include greeting guests of the
Honors College; assisting students, their
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family, and faculty on the phone; and as-
sisting with preparation of financial doc-
uments. You can often find her behind
the front desk with a smile on her face,
ready to help out.

The staff has been no disap-
pointment either. “I'm work-
ing with friendly, genuinely
nice people. I couldn’t ask for
a better group to work with,’
Hammons said.

She said that her favorite
thing about WKU is the sense
of community she receives
from being here. Being a part
of something that the public
cannot, she said, creates a
closer bond with people.

Hammons has considered
finishing her degree while
working at WKU. She does
not plan on giving up any
time soon. “As far as I can see,
I want to stay here”

Hammons’ story is quite
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unusual; it is not every day that you fall
into a job that you really love. “I just
wanted to broaden my horizons,” Ham-
mons said. And she found a place to be
that she can call home.

JOSH GONZALES
New Honors Office Assistant, Stephanie Hammons, works hard
planning the busy schedules for Honors College staff.
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Advisor:
Dr. Angela Jones

Honors Executive
Director:

C ale nd ar Of Eve nt S Dr. Craig T. Cobane

*editors

December 1: Honors Club meeting in DUC 308 at 8p.m. §web editor
8-12: Fall finals week

13: December Commencement

15: Winter Break begins

Questions?

31: New Year’s Eve Comments?
Story idea?

) Email us at
January 1: New Year’s Day arete@wku.edu

5: Winter term begins Get published!

Areté is not just for
students, it’s also by
students — including
you! Send us letters,
23-24: Honors ski trip to Perfect North commentaries,
cartoons, whatever.

26: Spring semester begins If you want to share
your work with the
31: Abstracts for WKU Student Research Conference due Honors community,

we're here for you.

19: Martin Luther King Jr. Day (no classes)

23: Winter term finals




