





The Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area, 25 miles south of
Somerset, was developed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in cooperation
with the National Park Service. The "National Area" is located along the Big
South Fork of the Cumberland River from Whitley City in Kentucky, south to
Oneida in Tennessee. Recreational opportunities in this rugged scenic area
include whitewater rafting, canoeing, kayaking, camping, hiking, horse back
riding and picnicking.

The Blue Heron Recreation Area, a restored mining camp, located within
the Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area has been completed by
the Corps of Engineers and is operated by the National Park Service. The
Interpretive exhibits provide visitors with an opportunity to witness life as it
would have been when the mining camp operated on the banks of the Big South
Fork of the Cumberland River. A campground, scenic overlooks and hiking
trails are also located in the area.

The Big South Fork Scenic Railway offers a chance to see part of the
rugged Cumberland River Area by rail. The train operates on a regular
schedule between Stearns and the Blue Heron Recreation Area within the Big
South Fork National River and Recreation area, a distance of about six miles in
each direction.

Area (Within 45 miles)

William Whitley House State Shrine
Cumberland Falls State Resort Park
Lake Cumberland State Resort Park
Constitution Square State Shrine
Isaac Shelby State Shrine

Levi Jackson State Park
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COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENTS

Recent

Somerset re-certified as a Kentucky Certified City in 1989, and is
distinquished as a gold award winner recognizing seven consecutive years of
certification. Re-certification is based on achievement in the following areas:
existing industry assistance, small business assistance, educational resources,
and community development factors of health care, public safety, arts and
culture, recreation, governmental awareness and resources. The Certified
Cities Program is sponsored by the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce.

Hartco, which manufactures wood flooring, recently began operations in
Somerset. Hartco built a 165,000 square-foot plant, and has invested
$16,000,000 in plant and equipment. Currently, 75 people are employed,
however, projected future employment is 250.

The Pulaski County Industrial Development Foundation developed a
130-acre industrial park east of Somerset in 1989. The Industrial Development
Foundation and other local government entities invested $3.5 million in water,
sewerage, and natural gas service to the park.

Asahi Motor Wheel Company, Inc., an aluminum wheel manufacturer,
opened in October 1988 and employs 130. Asahi is located in the newly
developed industrial park.

Somerset and Pulaski County recently purchased the Lear Siegler building
with a $95,000 bond issue. CR/PL, Inc. will lease the building from Somerset
and Pulaski County in order to facilitate a $4 million expansion which will add
approximately 120 new jobs.

The City of Somerset recently completed improvements to the water
treatment plant which have increased the plant’s treatment capacity to six
million gallons per day. The $3 million project also included the construction of
two new tanks which added 1.5 million gallons of storage capacity. Although
Somerset’s current water use is far below its treatment capacity, the city has
contracted with Howard K. Bell Engineers to conduct an evaluation of future
water needs.

The Somerset Sewer Department has implemented a major trunk line
rehabilitation program, spending over $90,000 on trunk line replacements and
refurbishing in 1989. The Sewer Department is in the process of updating its
201 plan which will address the city’s wastewater treatment needs of the next
twenty years. Somerset is 99% sewer served and service is available in all
growth areas of Pulaski County.

Pulaski County constructed a $2.8 million, 111-bed prison in 1989.
The Humana Hospital-Lake Cumberland completed a twenty-bed

expansion in July 1990. The inpatient rehabilitation center represents a
$400,000 investment.
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Under Way

A new privately developed public 18-hole golf course is currently under
construction and is scheduled to open by Spring 1991. Two private golf courses
in Somerset have recently expanded to become 18-hole golf courses.

Planned

Construction of a fine arts and convention center is expected to begin in
the near future. Somerset and Pulaski County have used $800,000 of a $1
million bond issue to acquire property for the project. The $15 million facility
will utilize funding from the University of Kentucky, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, and the Economic Development Administration. The center will
house a 20,000 square-foot exhibit hall, an auditorium for live performances and
office space.

The Somerset-Pulaski County Airport Board has applied to the Federal
Aviation Administration for a grant to extend the present runway by 500 feet
and to construct a 1,000-foot overrun. The Board expects this project to be
completed by the end of 1991.

Construction of the Southeastern Bypass is scheduled to begin Spring
1991. The first phase will begin on US 27 at the Industrial Park and extend east
three and one-half miles. The second phase, which is scheduled to be
constructed in 1996, will extend the bypass three and one-half additional miles
from the industrial park to Kentucky 80. '
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