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WANTED: ORIGINAL ART

Schneider Hall, home of The Center for Gifted Studies and the Gatton
Academy of Mathematics and Science, is beginning to be beautifully
decorated with original art. Gracious friends have donated art in
memory or honor of someone special in their lives. Others have given
art to support our mission and vision. We will welcome new gifts of art.

Art is also needed to raise funds in honor of our 30 years. On July 2, in
addition to artists setting up booths, we will host a sale of original art.
To do that, we need donations. Alumni and friends, if you are an artist
(or have influence over one!), please consider giving a piece to The
Center either for sale or to enhance Schneider Hall - or both! Contact
Julia Roberts at julia.roberts@wku.edu for more details.
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Bill Braden Honored

Friend to The Center and to gifted children
everywhere, Dr. Bill Braden was recently
honored by the American Counseling
Association (ACA) as winner of the Carl D.
Perkins Government Relations Award. This
award honors an ACA member who has made
a significant contribution to the counseling
profession by influencing public policy at the
state or national level. Executive Director of
the Kentucky Counseling Association, Bill’s
advocacy activities are impacted both by
longevity and his counseling leadership roles.
Over the past fifty years, because of his diverse
leadership roles at the state and federal
levels, he has had the rare opportunity to be
involved in virtually every major advocacy
action for counseling. This advocacy includes
the social-emotional needs of gifted children.
Congratulations, Bill!



A Celebratory Reception in Frankfort

On February 22, The Center for Gifted Studies hosted a recep-
tion in Frankfort to honor legislators and to celebrate 30 years
of providing services to gifted and talented young people, their
educators, and their parents. Dozens of legislators attended

to show support for The Center, Gatton Academy, KAGE, and
gifted education.

Berry Hill Mansion provided the perfect setting for conver-
sation, food, and drink. Many WKU dignitaries participated in
discussion: President Gary Ransdell; Vice President for Public
Affairs Robbin Taylor; Gatton Academy Director Tim Gott; and
Ogden College Dean Blaine Ferrell among others. Also in at-
tendance was a long-time friend of The Center, Ogden College
Associate Dean Bruce Kessler who began his relationship with
us as a teaching assistant and later as a VAMPY teacher. Bruce
remarked: “It was refreshing to see so many policymakers, from
Senators David Givens and Mike Wilson to Representatives Jim
DeCesare and Jody Richards and our own President Ransdell,
getting together in support of gifted education and The Center
for Gifted Studies. It was fun visiting with everyone, but the

thing that really struck me was that everyone was actually talk-
ing about the needs of gifted children and what they could do
to help.”

Another attendee, CEO of Dataseam Brian Gupton, agreed
with Bruce: “It was great to see the reception well-attended by
both legislators and educators alike. There continues to be a
strong advocacy for gifted students in Frankfort, and this ad-
vocacy is important as we continue to develop Kentucky’s next-
generation economy through the future efforts of this group of
talented children.”

A special thank you goes to Board Member Kate Hinkle of
Shelbyville for planning the reception. Kate graciously com-
mented: “The evening in Frankfort at Berry Hill was a lovely
event in a truly exceptional place that gave us the opportunity
to celebrate The Center and its many accomplishments with
elected leaders. If you reflect on what The Center for Gifted
Studies has done for Kentucky’s gifted children over the last 30
years, it is certainly worthy of celebration.” The reception was a
wonderful way to kick off the 30th year.
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Dr. Bruce Kessler can be
identified in multiple ways:
Associate Dean in the Og-
den College of Science and

Engineering; mathematics
professor; dear friend of The
Center; VAMPY instructor
and former teaching assis-
tant; husband to endorsed

teacher and former sum-

mer counselor and Super

Saturdays director, Heather
(whom he first met in VAMPY'’s early
years); father to four children, two of
whom are Super Saturdays, SCATS, and/
or VAMPY veterans; and, recently, comic
book creator. Operation Comics blends
creativity, mathematics, bright students,
and a super hero. Although Bruce’s
brain child, Operation Comics received
great input from Dr. Janet Tassell of the
School of Teacher Education and Tressa
Tullis, a mathematics education major,
SKyTeach student, and illustrator. Bruce
answered some questions about this
creative endeavor.

18 The Challenge | Summer 2011

COMIC BOOKS
TO TEACH
MATHEMATICS?

Bruce Kessler Says Yes

What is Operation Comics?

The name is a play on the comic book
in which Superman first appeared, Ac-

tion Comics, with a mathematical twist.

It is a story of a strongman do-gooder
named Wonderguy who patrols his city
looking for people in trouble. In each
issue, he is put into situations where
strength alone will not save the day.
Luckily, in the first issue, he befriends
two elementary school students, Claire

and Dillon, who help him out with their
understanding of basic mathematics.

It was important to me that the real
heroes of the stories be the students,
because I wanted the readers (4th - 6th
graders are the target audience) to iden-
tify with the students and aspire to be
like them. Mathematics content, appro-
priate for the target audience according
to NCTM Standards, is embedded into
each issue.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR BERTA SEMINAR

The annual Berta Excellence in Education Lecture
Series focusing on the social and emotional needs
of gifted and talented young people continues
October 24 and 25. Dr. Thomas Hébert, professor
of Educational Psychology at the University of
Georgia and author of Understanding the Social
and Emotional Lives of Gifted Students, will address

How did the idea originate?

I went to an IdeaFestival meeting in
Louisville, and they had a cartoonist,
Keith Bendis, taking minutes of the
meeting on three big 4’ by 8’ sheets of
paper on the wall. I remember think-
ing that anyone would read these
minutes, whether they cared anything
at all about the meeting, just because
they were so eye-catching and humor-
ous. I remembered that they used to
make comic (or graphic novel) ver-
sions of literary masterpieces like Moby
Dick, etc., and I thought that someone
should try to present mathematics in
the same fashion. Although there had
been some use of illustrations to convey
mathematical ideas and even a couple
of issues of a mathematical superhero
(where math was his power, drawn for
an older audience), no one had tried
what I had in mind.

Explain the publication
and distribution process.

Once we have a comic drawn, colored,
and text bubbled, we submit it to our
printer. Cumberland Trace Elementary
gets 225 copies of each comic for use in
their 4th through 6th grade math class-
es. Janet is measuring their impact and
will be assisted by Tressa. I also create
an electronic version of the comics to

join us!

place on the Barnes & Noble Publt web-
site for sale as a NOOKbook. With the
help of Dr. Gordon Baylis, Vice-President
for Research at WKU, and due to several
requests, we are starting a webpage

where hard copies of the comics will be
on sale. This site should be operational
soon.

How can the general
public get access?

The most economical way right now to
access the content is as a NOOKbook.
Even if someone does not have a NOOK
or NOOKcolor, one can still get the free
reader for PC and Mac computers and

parents the evening of the 24th and present a six-
hour workshop for educators, counselors, and
administrators on the 25th. As always, the events
are free and open to the public, thanks to the
generosity of Vince and Kathleen Berta. More detail
will be available on the web soon. Make plans to

for the iPad. Teachers could conceivably
download one copy of each of the com-
ics to their classroom computer and
place the comics up on their Smart-
Board.

Do you see a tie to gifted children?

Yes, in a few ways. The original idea was
to put mathematics in front of students
that may not necessarily enjoy math-
ematics in a format that would capture
their attention. Not all gifted students
enjoy mathematics but may rather en-
joy art or comics or superhero stories.
Operation Comics would be an excellent
avenue to improve their attitude toward
mathematics and its study. They would
also be a nice hook for the student
younger than our target audience that is
ahead of the curve in mathematics and/
or reading.

Dr. Mary Evans, Principal of Cum-
berland Trace, is excited about Opera-
tion Comics: “Teaching math with com-
ic books is motivating for our students.
It is refreshing to see children use their
math abilities to solve real world prob-
lems that superheroes can’t even solve.
Bruce’s creative story lines coupled
with Annie Erskine and Tressa Tullis’s
delightful illustrations create engaging
math learning experiences.”
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The Miracle Worker S

Cara Pitchford

parks Interest

in Twice-Exceptional Children

Helen Keller was certainly a twice-ex-
ceptional individual. She had a definite
disability and was also advanced in her
thinking, making her twice exceptional.
The Arts Education Task Force, Inc. pro-
duced The Miracle Worker and made a
gift to establish a twice-exceptional fo-

cus within The Center for Gifted Studies.

The proceeds from the performances of
The Miracle Worker established a fund to
support professional development on
twice-exceptional learners and scholar-
ships for young people with dual excep-
tionalities to participate in programs
offered by The Center for Gifted Studies.
The first professional development

opportunity will be a one-day workshop
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on twice-exceptional children — how to
identify them and strategies to allow
them to thrive. The date is September
13, and the presenters are Dr. Elizabeth
Nielson and Dr. Dennis Higgins, both
from the University of New Mexico. This
workshop will be at the Carroll Knicely
Center in Bowling Green and will be of-
fered at no cost to participants. Please
share information about this opportuni-
ty with parents, teachers, and counsel-
ors. Thank you, Flora Templeton Stuart,
for establishing this fund in the WKU
Foundation for The Center for Gifted
Studies to make such professional de-
velopment opportunities possible in the
fall as well as in the future.



Make a Gift in Honor of 30 Years FRIENDS

o o WISHING TO
for The Center for Gifted Studies CONTACT US
Send to The Center for Gifted Studies
Western Kentucky University, 1906 College Heights Blvd. #71031, Bowling Green, KY 42101-1031
DR. JULIA ROBERTS
Executive Director
Name
The Center for Gifted Studies
Address Western Kentucky University
1906 College Heights Blvd. #71031

Home Phone Work Phone Email Bowling Green, KY 42101-1031
Company (If your company has a matching gift program, please include form.) Phone: 270.745.6323

Fax: 270.745.6279
Enclosed is my/our gift for $ Chargeto: QVisa U Master Card Email: gifted@wku.edu
Total pledge $ Acct. #

MS. AMANDA COATES LICH
Amount Enclosed $ Exp. Date Development Officer
College of Education and
Balance $ Signature Behavioral Sciences
Institutional Advancement
U I'would like to know more about including U I'would like to talk to someone about other Western Kentucky University
The Center for Gifted Studies in my estate plans. ways to support The Center (e.g., endowment, 1906 College Heights Blvd. #11005

scholarships, specific programs, etc.). Bowling Green, KY 42101-1005

Phone: 270.745.2340

Make checks payable to the WKU Foundation. All gifts are tax deductible. Email>amanda.lichewku.edu

thing New?

You're important to us! Help us be able to
contact you. Please let us know of any changes:

Name

Address

STREET

qTy

STATE ZIP

Phone

Fax

Email
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calendar

May 27,2011
Kentucky Recognition Ceremony for
Duke Talent Identification Program

June 12-24, 2011
The Summer Camp for Academically
Talented Middle School Students (SCATS)

June 26 — July 1, 2011
The Advanced Placement Summer Institute

June 26 - July 16, 2011
The Summer Program for Verbally and
Mathematically Precocious Youth (VAMPY)

July 2,2011
30th Celebration for The Center

September 13,2011
Twice Exceptional Seminar

September 30 - October 9, 2011
Fall Break in Italy

October 24-25, 2011
Berta Education Series

October 29, November 5,12, & 19, 2011
Fall Super Saturdays

December 1-2,2011
Leadership Institute




