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Benton, Kentucky.
Feb.S, 1946,

Dear Folks,

The Robin came in late as ususl,and the fact is I have kept it a ccuple
of days longer then 1 should have but resolve to put it on the way now. Wlish there
were sore way I could hear from you yokels oftener than ever; three months but don't
gues= there is without my writing letters and i'm never overly anxicu: to write
& letter. I use sibe Lincoln's plan and I find it works. On second thought, 1 believe
1% wes Lork Twain;enyway,he would file his letters away und once every six months
he would do over his files t0 see which ones needed answering and he found that
by that time very few of them needed answeringe But the Robin is a&lways eagerly
awaited bere &nd in order %o keep getting it I have to write.

First off, I think I owe tc the rest of you to give you my impression
of the one member of the family I hadn'tjsesn for five years,this here Ruby gale.
1 had no idea whet five years cculd do to her, Now I met Jeanie Crain,Joan Leslie,
Lenz Turner and & few more of the Hollfwood glamour pgels while I wus at Santa Ana,
Got their autographs for Eabs,by the way,but, you know, they lacked something thet
Ruby hes in addition to glamour. These glamor gals of Hollywood have what I would
call restrained poise,for you seem to sense that underneath the mekeup they ere at
neart 1ittle ruffiens,but not Ruby,she has natural poise and glamour,toc. Hes & sort
of senerity of character yet & singl@ness <€ of purpose that radistes like light
from & bit of radium. You could have knocked me down with a feather,for 1 hadn't
seen her for five years and 1 used to know her when she was pretty seedys of ccurse,
that was & good meny years agoes But when I think about what e few vears cen do for
& fellow I wender what the future has in store for me. Will I follow true to form?
When 1 am 55,will 1 be a glamour boy? I have noticed that the Rays look better with
a little sge. The same could be said for Miss Jeffries. She is even lowlier then
she used to be when I caused her so much trouble. It is,indeed, & plescture to be
around people who huve ripened with a little eage. I don't know when 1 ever enjoyed
& day as much &s when we spent the dey with Rey,Virginia,Miss veflries,Ruby end
Jack a week before Xmas.

The Red Cross has done something to Juok,too,for his agdor for
Republicans has cocled off somewhat,didn't mention Republicen but once where as
in former ye&rs it would have been & discourse on the virtues of the Republicans.
Maybe, it is & matter of his ripening,too,with the yeurs. anyway, I*Very much
pleused with how he turned cut. le impressed me with having aAgooa deel on the
balds There is a boy whose wit has not been dimmed oven with his 53 vears. Looked
every inch en officer,cerried himself well. It ell made me proud to be his
brother-in-law.

sow there iz our brother Joe,I've seen him,too,since I wrote in the
Robin last,so 1 shall report on him. Being the baby of the family,he is still a
young squirt but a bit of age may make of him all we expect, lie is showing some
tigns of it now. le surprised me,toc,for when I first saw him he wes quite & trim
“igure,small stomach where in the past I had known a fat and"pussy"stomech,broad
shoulders,erect figure,but that was not to last. AfGer we had passed pleasantries,
he enncunced that he mast retire to the other room end remeve his zirdle. ‘then he
returned,he was the Joe I hed kmown in former years. lijbhohis girdle removed his
Germen goiter hung so low that it elmcst shined his shdes s he walked. He didn't
sit down,he piled dewn. Of course,thut was somewhat disconcerting te see this
quick transfigaration. I thought of Dr.Jeckyl and Mr.iyde,but I sson became
redcquainted with the Nr.Hyde in him and really enjoyed it &l1l. 1 am looking
forward to having him up here next summer %o go camping with him. He': going
arcund with me. Going to spend several days on our cebin boet going dowm the
Temn.,Uhio,end Mississippi Rivers. lte'11 remap the thing,sh,doe?



Ray,it has been such bad weather lately that 1 heve not had & chance +o
count the panthers,but from the reports that come in to me,the’ are still here.
Still terrorizing the natives. 4 couple of weeks sgo amen and his wife were out
at the woodpile late one afternoom gettfing kindling,and they were laughing
about some of their neighbors' stories of the penthers;they lovked over the
fenoce end there he was. They beat it for the house when the punther scresmed.
That incident,so they suy,made believers out of them, I have been organizing
sportsmen’s clubs for the past month. Did release 25 coons,which was lots of
fun. dhen tkyxm they were trapped we didn't kmow their sex and we wanted to
know that informetion before we turned them &loose,so I had to cetech sll of
them with my hands for examination. I got"nicked"only once. It ic ss yuech fun
tc release them &: it is to cateh them.

dle,glad te get the picture of your noble highness. That leaves Joe cut;
you will have to send him cne. It's gocd to be on the tail end of the Robin,
one gets all sueh things as that. When are you going to move your plunder?
You spoke of leeving there. When you make & move,iso where white people £9,
tec Celifornia,that's the best 1 have seen. If you could gzet tc be librdnamet
some place in lierthern Californie,you would like that country. Some of those
big Lutionsl parks like Yosemite hawevéferan's hospitels on them and & library.
Yo me,Yosemite is the prettiest place I have ever seen.

Gin,Hope Sam gets a break and gets home. I thought the Narines lowered
their points. Cculdn't he get out if he wanted toil I still have the suit thet
I "outgrew"while I was in the ermy,and I admost mailed it the other dey for
fear thet Sam would get here before I got the suit to you. Youridea ond Ruby's
about setting up & shop in B.G. sounds good. But why do you want to meke the
things you sell? You would have to sell them hizher than factory muteriel,
would you nott With the gift ¢f "gab" you have,you should make a go of it.

Of ccurse,ley could clerk in the store after work hours if vou would give
him & little time off on the side to play with his spools. le'd lock good
displaying some of the merchendise.

Jetty,Joe tells me you have nothing to do but take care of the voungsters.

The way he seld it,it sounded like you have lots of time, Can't vou plece some of the

burden cn the"Goiter™ and vwrite in the Robin?
Love,

2.
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Sunday Morning, February 17, 1946

Dear Folks:

T have known the news about my immediate future for nearly
a week now, and have been so busy that I haven*t taken time to
write to tell you all about it. The Robin is here, too, and I
shall put & copy of this letter in it and let it suffice this
time for my contribution to the Robin.

1 wrote & note to Ruby from Pittsburgh, whefe ] was waltlng
over for an airliner in the middle of the night on the trip to
Maryland, and =o she has some inkling already of the develop-
ments concerning me, When 1 returned to Tuscaloose from my
travels around the first of the month, I found a letter (that
had been hidden by the secreta so the boss wouldn*t see 1t
and was also hidden from Jettigi asking me to come up to the
University of Meryland for an Interview about coming there &s
head ofxthe department and professor. To make the Ilong story
short, I flew up theke to talk to them and agreed to come up
there, starting April 1. Hanging fire at the same time was
an offer from the city of Mountain Brook to come there as city
menager., 1 thought I was golng to Mountain Brook, and if the
letter had come from Maryland & day later, I might have become
a city manager; I shudder at the thought of how close 1 came TO
changing my line of work -- and 1 don*t want to change it --
not yet, anyhow, I am to report on April 1, as I sald above.
We Jplan for Jettie to remain here with the children and to
comedand move the stuff as soon as I FIND A place for us to
live. (excuse the typewriter -- it's the electric, good for
making extra coples, but quick on the trigger). The situation
at the University of Maryland is very intriguing. It is &
good school, with a wonderful potential. Maryland ls one of
the richest states in the Union and there is much that can be
done. There ls a lot wrong with the Universlty, but there 1=
e lot wrong everywhere., The University of Maryland ls located
at College Park, which is on the main highwey between Washing-
ton and Baltimore, about elight or ten Imiles from Washlngton.
An 1deal place for my type of work.

When I got home from my trip, before going to MRaryland
1 found Devid with pneumonia, Sulfa drugs cleared him up be-
fore 1 left. Then when T got back from Maryland Scotty had
been sick and was rushed into an appendectomy. No trouble any
more on either score, David is fine Xnd 1s completely reg-
covered, Scott still has his bandages on, but ls idue to =¥
report to the doctor to have them removed tomorrow. You can
reedlly understand, what with all this hiproar, why I haven't
found time to send the Robin on.

Sorry 1 can't write Imore now, but did want to get this
1tem in the mails so that you all could know the latest de-

velopments down our way. Love To you all,
Joe,/ )
Q&J&/

(-
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UNIVERSITY CF ALABAMA
UNIVERSITY, ALABAMA

DEPARTNENTY OF PoLImcal Sciesce

March 18, 1946

Chillun:

¥y last letter from Alabammy.

Sorry T haven't time for a real letter, All of
our business is winding itself up. We haven't a house
yot, but there 1s chance of one in Alexsandria,Virginia,
about twenty-five miles or so from College Park. It
hasn't developed as yet, dut it may. The owvner 1s the
man who 1s to move 1nto our hcuse here when we move out,
and he has iIndicated that he mlght want to swap houses
with us.

Plan to spend a time with Ruby and Jack in Washingz-
ton. I am going to leave here next Sunday morning,
arriving in Coll ge Park for a conference on Honday
afterncon. Then back to Washington to see Ruby and
Jack for an evening and then on to Philadelphia for a
week for the american Folitical SclenceConvention.

Back to Maryland on April 1.

e are well but in a terrible uprcar. I am sure
Jettie will get around to Robin letters when we get
through with this greatly unsettling experlience.

Her address while she remaina in Tusceloosa will be
€21 13th St., Tuscaloosa, Alabama, Mine in Maryland
will be Department of Government and Politics,
University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland,

The children are well and reasonsbly happy.

Love to you all,

A
I _
(; Joe,

I'm sending the Hobin to you, since it's been
mis-directed somewhere and it hasn't been to you
and El since it was here, Maybe we'd better pass
El, since she's probably in flight; you might
gend it on to Virginia.

Ed:



Sunday aAfterncon

Dear Folks: Even at the riek of making our income tax returns late (I've
been working on them this morning ) I'll have to get in the family letter
this time, while my "glamorous" wife ( Ed, pro; Ginny, no) sits at the
desk in thls one-room"houge"which is oure and writes the lmportant detadls,
First, to you, "Panther" Ray:I'm not 53, I'm not bald, and
I wasn't a complete dope before Ruby married me, I say "complete", for
I'm not excatly surs of the gradation myself, And beslides you're mgking
1t tough for me because now Ruby does nothing but pose in front of
mantlepleces and put up new mirrora, she's gure now she 1S glamorous,
¥hy did you do 1it¢
Second: We went out yesterday to U, of Maryalnd to see what
Brother Joe was getting into, Lucille, Ruby, and I, It's certalnly a
handeeme set-up, Campus looks sbout the 8ize of Texas stete-- and a lot
of new buildings. At the president's office we talked to a young Mr,
¥cWilllame, the president's assistant, and a returned Lt. Col. from
the European Theatre., He said they glad Joe was coming and glad to talk
to us,

The University has all the students it can take now-- about

. 3,500, Glenn Mgrtin, airplane manufgcturer (5-29's) has given 23 millions

for a new enginmering school to be started lmmedistely. (McWilliams
showed W8 the plans and drawings) and tnere's a 5 million (total) bulldipg
program underway. He sald Martin will give more money if 1t i1as needed
to make the U, of Maryland engineering aset-up the best in the world--
and that will include a private airport at the school.

He gave us coples of the school paper with wrilte-up about
Joe; asked us to come back, etec, And told ug how to go about house-hunting
for Joe, Bbklieves Silver Springs or Tacoma Park area ls best for Joa--g0
we're going to advertise and hunt there, It's about 15 minutes drive
from the campus, Most of faculty drive the § miles from Washin-ton but

thege other places are nearer,
lover)



There's a 1ittle business section at the bus stop with grocery stores,
drug stores, cleaning and pressing places, several réstaurants, laundry,
ste. Busses run into Washington in 45 minutes on the hour and half hour,
Incidental: The college seems on the verge of a blg expanszlon program;
the school paper 1s celled "The Diamondback" and has a Mickey MacLonald
on its staff; they've started spring football practice; the administration
Bullding 12 a handsome building with beautiful furnicninge, o0il mntings ,
etc, Ruby and Lucille sald they cleaned their feet on the deep-plile
red ruge--which I doubt,
anyway, we'll be glad to have Joe and Jettle and the youngsters here,
Ané with Lucille and us, the rest of the outfit had better move up this
way-- since we at least (according to Ed) are getilng =0 old.
Ruby and I out to dinner last night at friends of ours from Red Cross
to hear a coast-to-const broadcast I had written for Basil O'Connor,
nationsl head of the organization. We held the script in our hands to
see that he d1dn't make any mistales-- and got a terrific bang out
of hearing the words go over the alr,
I may be able to use some of Ed's wildcat yarne for i1've had four
radio scripts to wrlte rece.tly and I'm running out of good anecdotes,
I'd 1ike to uee the hair-standing-on-end incident-- and may do it-- adding
thet all Ed's hair came out afterwards and then came in curly-- for jyou
can see he's proud of hie curly halr.
would like to add messages to all of you but Ruby is doing that,
I guess., Suffice to say we llke 1t here, we're very well, working hard
(even Ruby who says she finds no difficulty in making a career ocut of
loafing-- and she never seeme to loaf) and we want you all to come
and gee us, Bye-- and love to all of you.
Jack
The Marlborough-Apt. 52

917 Eighteenth St., N.W.»
Washington, D.C.
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Tuesgday, Sept. 3

) 9 SN

Dear Rays:

It 1g indeed a oleasure to write to you again. I don't
think I've ever realized sc fully what a wonderful 1lnstitutlon
the Robin 1la., Because,withthe Robln making 1ts rounde again, I
know that the Rays are gcattered--- and that 1ls as it should be,

I never fully appreclated the lmpact of the gathering
thls summer-- until I was taken 111 lest week., The doctor sald:
"why, man, you're Just worn out trying to be nice to people. Have
you had lots of vigitors this summer?"

I nodded my head mutely:‘"Ky wife's relatives. The
lagt of them Jugt left-- the traveling ones-- and we live with
some of them," (Marle--cousin Marie,was Just here for a weeXd).

(and the reason I nodded my head mutely was because
I have laryngltis. Can't talk.)

The doctor sald :"Thig must not occur agaln, because
you give out too much, aAnd it's not worth 1t to YOU!"

He charged only $5.00 but it's the best §5.00 I ever
epent. So I'm passing the word along.

You Rays are weakening-- when you come in Jjob lots.
%eakening to your hosts and weakening to yourselves. I think
1t best thatiwe all meet 1n the Robin-- or at some of YOUR homes,
next time, in SMALL GROUPS., Two and not more than three at a
time.

Hare 1s & thumb-nall of you-gll as I saw you thls
summer; Jog-~the braliny

Ruby--the balmy
Ginny--the beauty
Hl--the baby
Bromm-~-the brawny
Ed--the bewlldered

Howver, twas nice to have you--thls once. All my love,

W,



B e e

.‘Sav., is Ms;}n7 A 7_4;;“ - % ;Q,_m[ G
OP Qo2 P e Z\e_ s M.-—7h)L Q_J [ g[‘_ow[d,;‘yt M_
to L;_L ,{) .L(_‘JS__L,A - Jo/tnL A/’s /Me:/[;l.ods ane So Slw

J%?Mx_,}u,hwﬂ L T i the el

SRl e 55 ”OLP

(i L gL, | e
s /[,,,,Z L m,f,(s/ Lo S
 The [ P i)

L‘)‘/“‘i fedse 1/7[ u)wu/c/ A e

da B e Wu,\“;fkwl e ey

yean DPlu Thol e samrn by b go. |
begrdly hppes whire. il
7@% qH t’?/va—u) ﬁ\—v‘ G-{n wcmL ‘LL(}-M—‘_ bene lé
e )'ML,H\LM. We JJ .wal'ﬂnr;? bl géuf .
L M——a:J o W/srf/‘f? 57;'“’7 s e l?al[('eJ l(u;
Breet We fod b by bk bt Qucd thot
we %J t«w ~-fo/'n,4(lf a - "7 /‘)5 Srprc as /‘A,;
clwc[ws : (fswwcl e L&“J o ﬁ»c_.7"u_¢,-/ ’ LmZ SR

gy

W/’.I —‘—)h—'m el ol ,/jMJCPfi:Le_L IZ‘&‘I C/[og_g-nl

(% o, . .
u>in7 &7 fio—

l(jx((_ [y 2 O / O—it— & //



7¢/4 7

/LIQ CJQD'\S [ O~ L;’(PCS. [L, w;// Bk Z\L U&_‘_
yﬂ’u., WIN See, u)c- d J ‘}- Le‘l' 7/- 5 /

W*} g Lo-»/l—;?(? -—d /0//77[ /[&L Q 2§ //M/w
w——ps AL]& ‘— ﬂ— (LW/U7 e e S »-d /\-«ﬁJ&M WL(

h/u.. lrLL mo o\ g a0 p 4 - no t—«ybd/uL

TWd‘}(-) /Ot,#&%a(‘).c_'}ltc,- N gy I‘ /Z llkar a/—/ bd

H‘—’wl— W as ww-- a"l'a—a?l u)l'%%-c We were ?0

““deﬂ—LHu_a,L,«,e_oFMf u)a-cm/’“ég
f:‘l SIAQ L{)i/, l>+ 5-:—»“-&- chca/S (“M\Ma

A#fw w-e 704—7 lo //g/a/w,:n7 P e Z— L,{)
. sk L{, cl: oad ua/[ WOl So s e TS
B ol l, fier wﬂ@mt it e
ST /wl AR

S/a—M/ @t~ (trm \&us/'

Hk fo [a_‘__ 5 L()f_ N M?L ?_6/ iu.C/L
ha'#’ hya Lg.,; ,/u/_i 25 pr/oﬂpz./ M [ao%
- e b e b . /" &.&/lll‘ ){7%/“—1-& —

«/,a/[wl sz,f,e,e/foﬂ //t- 0 ‘Lﬂﬂ‘(? Was M+7Lc<{?
A ol /’m7 by . Ll
s [ 7ot . ol b
13 u)cj/ Caoil 10[ % Bow/m/ Gt by
% at et Y a/u?l /C) ) chm Zk Fl R
M)u«w d»ofccl Cl H/an We nipipwd p—t A'L /‘)

L_ c_,fOS Le$ L-u\.f;z/u,c«al/y (S ’\04/71-— J \_5“4,4 td/LlJ



\ [ T TN —

/ O ame- ot IS w(’) boacly - //W»a/ 2 tg ~ wind
1{1.6.{,‘/0:./’)7 {/Z\" qu; i 1€ }'( o "S'ZZ_C{. Ve, is HL{, slonons
Lr‘a:,)oe{n e d me Yf;-fyg Jibke, o—id Hiese .

| BMJ: 1N S)'}of_ux;y lk)fﬂ;.c_.[( IA)L,‘ DL)@,rJfru:l M-flil-
o d de ( (,./'f:'/')‘:-r' Ve liaessso. [hed e B Mu}—--
1N G /VVLM./C;[ iY)/h atamt®lng [Y)ae ‘D@u-«» ld et
st;i(:vm . d Tes bl Dt 1 douit leaos

. s W\M’i‘m HN., llmj—- l/()(/'vff;} Z/[/c, [fbﬁ#C”y sl “rut.

€e. Eth Trelnas, = ,
N (Tt 0 P s, backl b
N &6 ZCILM g-:or; a"«,}nk

W &-s u)astu ﬁ-[wx l‘lcucis jj_-d 7 y o
'p.- (;/u_,: p.d v \'f--t?--‘k‘— B _ S0t 0 € & b0 P S '”
’:/dT if ’/\‘:)ux) wleat lh:;o u)‘uu_.’ta“c;r'77 Zé.,wl, ll 7&“""@,
H:a ¢ Wes [Eo= - WS — SL\AN we : ?bﬁ 914- ot er,;,',,((

E .«d Lr.u;.-/q [Qwsa' az é)u)&y, Soc 551'07 cl‘w_.

ot S
(P SR d,'dn'f c,»--f/,bl-e’g.s 1’)10) &7/"._ S‘*&} Lf-cyoi- IL&%
&“-w S c«-wf/a}-e’g Sl-ncf ‘f — el IV CE .

S(A-t‘{? p— I l‘”/’-’&“-c_ /(J-[J)" LA .'-.'.zf/f/(s. <o }QM,Q‘#

c,_,-d l/»{-zu_c.. Mg—/,gql & & I"ﬂ'ﬁ’ -ﬂuﬂ"' &;2— (AJS L—w.-.__

9,.1;&..-1'? }‘;;4\ Hl e daw? s — (et LOQ‘}' /'/l'-.( poLei
L___'_‘_ 1[/“, S )-.' l d&/&(" d’)l’f‘)t(’ l-lﬂ U-".” Lﬁ(} JN}/ Zﬂ-'t«-7 AA}'
aih e weis i ied Lo (IJ‘ —d _I’M.,JZ, &4.-1_4('.;4,‘/‘ :

|
. i L‘ML_A I Z:;;r L‘—-7
\ /f,-flc«;’-









_

Miss Eleanor Ray
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George Long, Commissioner Enrl Wallace, Director W. D, Armstrong League V. Pres.
Benton Frankfort, Ky. Princeton, Ky,

First District

Division Of Game And Fisk

EDWARD M. RAY, Wild Life Supervisor

Phone 3761
BENTON, KENTUCKY

Oot.3,1946

Dear Folks,
After two month'@ delay the Robin finally got here. The
saddest news 1t brought was the information that Jack had lost his voice.
I can imagine nothing that would punish him more than that. Hew did ym
manage all of you coferences with the "Big Wigs",Jack? If I had had advann?&&b

warning, I would have delayed my vist to coinside with the said con- eI
dition. The roason why I appeard bewildered to Jack was that I wes Y
wondering all the time when he would run down and how he managed to AT

keep in high gear without blowing a fuse. Of course,the condition was ;
probably brought about by the racing his motor. I mentioned the possitdity
of something like that heppening to Jack. I Yought the subject up under
the heading of whether it would be better to be & big freg in a little
pool or & little frog in a big pool. I don't think he gave much thought to
the ratter for he was talking so fast the the subject never caught up

with him. For all of his diminutive stature and big feet he is A pretty
good guy and will probably be the seconfl bald headed member of the family,
cne member having been bald-headed for some time.

Joe, your excuse for holding up the Robin sounded pretty leme.
The Weshington atmosphere of passing-the -buck must be catching,that is,to
all thet breabhe it. The special bulletén that Jack put out last month re-
lative to your radio program arfived too late or we would have tuned in.
Wish we could haeve heard it. While We were up there,we didn't get a singeo
politicel problem settled,and by all means we should have given ell of ™
the mejot topies & going over. The O.Pshes was the only topic of the day VNG
thet we hashed over. If Ray had been there,I am sure we would have done™™:
bettere. Ee keeps up withthe times better than I do,but of course 1 heve
te work for & living,"oounting panthers".

Ruby,you have pothing on thés branch of the family. Jo is teaching,
teo. They noeded & part-time high school teacher and she,like yourself weakened
under tre pressure. She goes to school at 10;3C and is off at 1:45. Doesn't come
howe to dinner. When I am home for dinner,I aoct as nurse maid,cock,end bottle
washer,also dish out the poop &s to who does what. Cur house is regulated to
a fine point. Every move is preconceived so as to result in no lost motien,
which is nothing more than it should be anyway. She wanted to get back into
teeching end this was as good a chance to do so as she would ever find. It is
by far harder on her than it is anyone else. She seums to like to teach as
mich 8 she used to. Worries about the kids not getting the poop,etc.

Now if Jetty could get a job of some kind that would take up &ll of the slsck.
As & matter of fect, I observed while wisiting you that there was no slack
to be beken up. She and Jogf are the only really industries member of th%

The meeting we had last summer was really &n enjoysble f!f/‘,,}';‘;.
accesdion. We should have one every summer .Bome where come Hell or high water.
How sbout you all coming down here next swmmer? We'll find & place. Every
body can relex &nd not have to dodgge taxi drivers and other hazgzerds.

We could hire someone %0 keep the Tot Shop and if Virginia gets fed up we can
pput he in a pen to herself,or establish gor in a ccttage by herself where she



George Long, Conunissioncr Earl Wallnce, Director W, D. Armstrong League V-Pres.
Benton Frankfort, Ky. Princeton, Ky.

First District

D ivition @/ Game And Gish

EDWARD M. RAY, Wild Life Supervisor

Phone 3761
BENTON, KENTUCKY

ocun listen to the waves splashing on the shore,and commune with nature. That
is something that is soothing to the perves. We'll kill the fatted calf and
skin it,too. I wont even mention send”$ou e bill. We'll go into a huddle
recognizing that the Reys have a few characteristics in common such as;

#l]l Reys are stenograhper-bottomed,all have & big nose,some bigger than
others. 411 buy Kuby have a nasty temper,ell but Ele have inlews,end none of
the tribe is burdened with brains. We'll even deal the three in-laws in.

1 have thought the matter over and have come to the conclusion that our _34$
inalaws are laboring under heavy burdens. Jack,of course has some -
personal burdens in addition to being saddled with the Reys. My heart [E=
goes out to hime I wish there was something I cou.d do for him,besides *s_d\\¢
swepping clothes with him. e

Ele,1 think your little town is nice,and the countpy around it is
superb. I'd enjoy the scemery and not worry about whether school keeps or
not. You are only & hop-skip-end-a-jump from the big boys who dish out
free advice and can put you next to things.

Elew in on Ginny the other day at the TOT SHOP and she was u s
busy as & hen with one chiocken. Had the place spotless and wore a smile
from ear to ear. In the short time she hed had the shop she has developed
a peiso and a chatter that is nothing short of amazing. 1 am sure that
if she can get the stock, the company willfo over dbig. I forgot to ask her
if Ray is dcing better since she has been operating the shop. I would think
that his little heart would overfloy with joy at the sight of o many toys.
For years he had to content himself with spools,used one spocl for over,

two years. E
SR

Another good thing about meeting down here is we could have
M' Joffries with us. No Ray get-to-gether is complete without her. I she
had been with us on the way up to Washington,I am sure Va.would not have
had to gulp the buttermilk and get bloated,as she did. Do you work in the
shop while full of buttermilk,Virginia? I'd think you have ceiling enough
to venture & sample now and then. Haven't heard a ppep out cof the "Orgenizer”.
Wianted me to produce him & bufale the last I heerd from him. I now know how
it can bo done,but 1 don't know where the "Orgenizer"is.

Babs and Emily are O.K. Both engrossed in scheool. Emily wrung top-
notch grades out of her teacher. Eebs hasn't received her grades yet;she is
in highschocl and gets grades only ever six weeks.

Jeck, thanks for the fictures. The ones of Auntie and Uncle Dave

were the best I ever saw of them. I surely am glad to get it. The others were
good,tco. Sorry that you were not in it,
“ Mo\
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UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND
COLLEGE PARK

October 12, 1940
COLLEGE OF NUSINESS ANMD PUBLIC ADMINISTRAT ON
DEFARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT AND FOLITICY

Dear Tolks:

#We have set tonizht as the deadline for zettinz the Robin
off. I have been as busy as the proverbial three-legzzed dog with
fleas, and have not got around to the Robin since it came. Since
there are four of us at this stop to contribute to the Rcbin, ws
hazc lecided to allow three days for all of us to find time to
write.

Ruby and Jack have the Bauers down from Jlippery Rock for
a visit. They have u little boy the size of Scotty, and the
housenold is fairly buzzing. BEverybody at thils end of the line is
hele and happy, or &t least moderately so. Ruby tcld me last nient
t.at she has tc¢ld the folks at University Park that she is not
going to teach past the first of November. I $till don't beliasve
it, because I am convinced that she's just like an old firs horse
who Jumps and runs when the bell rings.

I am zoing to llova Scotia in Yovember to make a speech.
(e all used to tell each other to go to Halifax, and that's
vhere T am going, finally). I don't know just when the meeting
will be, but it is fixed some tims around the middle of the month.
Also, T have been invited to do & survey of the city government
of Cumberland, Marylend. I have already done a survey of the
government of Hagerstown, end have printed it up. E1l, I will
send you 2 copy of it for your library -- it's just 21 pages --
not much, RBut now Cumberlend wants such a survey, and I will be
working on it €ll during the fall. . This is zoo0d news for 31 and
ma, bacause Cunterland isn't so terribly far from QOakland. I'11
let you Xnow, X1, when I cem get tomgether with you for a confab.

Jettie's hay fever lias boen bad, had us all prayinz for
frost; Saelly's had a bvoil on her heinle (she says she hurt her
heinie on the sidewrlk); David had & wreck some days back, riding
down a hill with a big boy on & bicycle and skidded into & tree,
skunt and bruised him pretty badly but nothing ssrious; ha's
in Xindergarten and 3cotty in second srads. Ruby quite distracted,
with duties as teacher, housekeeper and hostess crowdinz each
other. Jack is still something of & cross that we have to bdear.
It would seem to m2, too, that ole Ginns is sometiing of & cross
for them to bear, what with her uproars zbout the Tot Shop uand
hig class nercinandise as opposed to low srade stuff that won't

ssll hul doss. l'ons of my business, but whan I sit way baek :und
look 4t that mTot Zhop Dsal, it seems to ms that if you sould.

. - 152 ) ¥ . t . 3 X Yo o o'y e -%a - — o g — RS e - Y -
WMARK2 money sedlin: olid sorn-out shoestrinzs, you ouzibt to stoek

' -

'sm and ss8ll ‘¢ii, You're not running the siaoz to to prove waat
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nice folks the Harmans:
make money. TIf you maki
at the same tinme esocape
then I say go the way
entirely & free-will o
advice of this kind.

for sticking it into s
to it. yaybe the worst @&
into the Robin to begin !

ds s re- you'rsa runninz it to
on vay or ancthar, and

of bad business practices,

11 of this, of course, is

Pt; T make no shurge for

18 disposed to tweak my nose

't my business is weloccmne

to bring the Tot Shop

'--rorx. I'1ll et the folks

I'd better knock'®o
eo the Robin and fire it

together tonight, get
along to little Amy &l

. Your type of approach
pnstructive. I sat and

d your letter. Once he
 was Just squirming,

nd, keep on need
to him strixes me as being
watched him the other 3;?3
snigzered, but the res &%

ares, lMiss Jeffries. I
p.,-and I was deeply cut
them, I went down 1into
w;or a whole eveninz just

IT'm glad you ment!
sent one each for Bl, Ed
to notice that no one seel
the basement and chewed my
in contemplation of the the fact that only you
and one nameless other real ';\picture of me. My self-
esteem is still suffering. e

néest love and affection,

17
- -—h"
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Makland, Maryland
October 28,1946
49 Alder Street
Cakland, Id.
Dear Folks:
This is the fourth time I've started this letter. [he rabin's been
in Oakland for almost two weeks. (Counting up on some of you- Lhat's not
too bad.) I had set aside yesterday afuernoon as time to write a long ,
interesting,well-spelled letter. You know what beccmes of goed resclutions/
About eleven yesterday morning, A lMiss Darby came by with fried chichen
and such and asked me to go on a long ride. We went down inio West Virginia
all the way to Mouth of Senica. The entire trip was about two hundred miles.
and we go. back abXout four but I was LOO tired Lo write the letter. The
West Yirginia mountains are still beautiful even this lave.We went through
Thomas and Javis which are real coal mining towns. Tney do strip mining
which was very interesting 1O Me€.. We alsc went througn Harman, Y. Va.
'he view is all there is to that town though Lecause we saw only one store,
For several weeks nos Lhe mountains around OUakland, have been gorgecus.
The trees and shrubs have been a riot of color. Sometimes you marveled at
the beauty . There have been.several big frosts lavely so the colors are
somewhat subdued now. y
It was too bad thal last weekend was foggy and rainy because Joe,
Jettie and the children didn't see the county al jts best. I was mighty
glad .o see them because I was just about fed up on this stuffly town,
r? T am afraid they didnt have such a good cime bu:i they saw scme of the
! beauty., :
this town is just about the dullest joint in seven counties, The
people are sahisfiei?with tnemselves and want -0 let things be -- and they
e. I suspose l've been around colleges too long. Some ol whe natives
think they and the town are just about tops. une woman gaid the other day
that she looked forward to the day when girls would ceme to her door
btegzing for work. This Jlxike many small towns is bridge ridden. I'm glad
I don't play because I'm sure there would be some hair pulling if I heard
such wishes as the above expressed often. I think I ecan stand twelve
months of Oakland. At least, L'll try hard.

I- sleep under a cruclifix every night but il hasn't seemed LO improve
my disposition. The people I live with now are Catholic and very lovely
fclks. They have a little boy about two who has to be lelL down from the
vable every morning 1o Lell me goodby.

1 was so glad to see the Joe Rays last weekend. The childern seemed
quite a bit taller and I think the boys fully enjoyed the trains. T hate
chem because they are so noisey and dirty. The engines are extra large
vecause of the mountains. The folks didn't get to see much of the beauty
arcund here but they got an idea of what it really is like.

The library is moving along slowly (it seems Lo me Loeslow for any
good.) We are taking over another room as soon as Lhe carpenter who startled
the shelves gets well and Tinishes.le have 13000 dollars for =i building.
but that will be after my day, I hope. It really will be three of four
years, 1'm sure. Zvery thing is so stacked up thai the work is doubly hard.
4ince we haven't gotten the bookmobile, I've been sending books ocut to
+he schools. lhere are about [ifty-two schools sc you see what a job
that's been.Theyare about finished but Ttve been so tired at night that
1've done ncething bul rest.

1 am expecting to geo to Baltimore and Washinzgton this weekend. This
is the first time I've been out of Oakland for the night so I may paint the



towns. Ihere is a state Librarians meemting in Baltimore on Saturday
and I'11 spend that night in Washington if the thirdflcor vedroom isn't filled,
Miss Clark has asked, me to spend the first night with her. I will leave here
Thursday evening M‘xspond the night.in Cumberland. You have nc idea how hard
il is to get out of this town, but they say it's harded to get into., I was
breught in by car,

The Tot Shop seems 1o be coming along too. It looked very attractive from
the pictures Jack sent. I'll et some more books when I'm in Baltimore this
week, Virginia, maybe it woulan't be so confining if you would go later in the
morning.l hépe Joe¢ is back in school and didn't find himsell too far behind.

I alsc hope Sam has gotlen settled in school and didn'u find the setLling too
hard a job.

I wizh liss Jeffries could be in Washington this weekend. 1 don'g know when
I'11 see her “otherwise. I'm sure she has a good roomer and bearder who can
take care ol her self for a little while.-

I haven't heard a word from Brown for a long time. 1 sent Uorothy scme
p.js. in July bui havn't heard if she got- them. She is in Memphis in nurscs!
school.

Ruby and Joanna are too smart for words.I hope neither one over dces, how-
ever. Maybe when Jettie star.s the tearoom, this will be a working-out family,
"I want Joe Lo Know that L kept one of the picturcs and kept iL out on

my dresser until I movedI am very glad to get m¢ne because I think its good,

One good intention was to write Jack a very special letier with all the
words looked up but time is Loo short. -He will have to close his eyes while
someone reads this letter Lo him., I believe anyone who has read it over once
could translate fairly well, Jack, you will be glad Lo know that che library
has a brand new unabridged Jebster dictionary. I don't have time LO use i.
much, Especially when I write these lelters.,

Ed wrote a good letter bul I missed Joannal contribution. Joannz, don't
let so much work keep you from writing. The gehls are ge.ling old enough to Ao
lots lor themselves,

. Phis is anew-typewriter bu. you'u never know 1t by the way I'm Lyping
tonight. Anyway, 1'm a selfmade typest s0 you can't expect much .,

This is election week and as there are two Republicans to every Demccrat
in Garretl, the going is inLeresting. Of course, I can't vote but the girl
across the hall is running for Recorder of Wills and is a Democra& . Je have let
lots fo fun because she has very little hope of winning.

1 neard a2 man at the next table in a resturant the other dayathat there
wouldn't be any more shortages after the Republicans goi in. One thing 1 do
wish had happened was for the government to ship in loads and loads of meat
from Argintina when Mr. Taft had all the meat held up. It's abdot time for the
other parly to get in so they can start pileing up another depression, Lvery
thing ie so high around here that I use up all my check each month, 1 do wish
controll could have stayed on until things could have been adjusted.

I should like Lo keep all the pictures but it isn't fair to the others .

It is setting so laie that I'm afaid to stay in this building by myself
any longer so goodby and do please btry not to keep the robin longer than 1
have, ¢

-

Love,

Ileanor



FROM: Jack

TO: Ginny... Sure, you say if you have the Rays arcund one day you'va
had encugh of them, But what about me? I wake up to thems every morning
and I coms homa to them cvery night, That, my good glrli, IS an
endurance teast,

TO: Ele... Chlld, your epelllng certainly has imprOVed; 1 can now
read your letters without g shudder, This lget ome had no "wrong"
words =0 now we get to keep that box of old felt hats of yours for
another year, Why don't you come overy

T™: Ed...Xou surely arex a humorous, Sd. I toss2é back my raven mane,
only eliphtly streaked with gray,when I received your letter-- znd 1
9t11l have 1otgx of halr., I certsinly don't have to "fluff" 1t llke

I catch you Going when no one is looking, But I feel nature will tude
care ©f ycu-- your personallty wlll develop ae your halr goes.

TO: Mlsg Jeffiries... We are certainly looking forward to sec¢lng you
in Waghington-- and enjoy your urblased quips in the Robin, Why you

" aver took thie outfit on ig more than I can fathom, The set-up here
1s inundating me,

TO: All...Joce Just got another invitgtion from a Maryland clty to
“sgrbey“ ite government, Thie time Cuuberland. Ruby and I had our
yearly physical check-ups Saturday-- and it's horrible how heal thy
we are. However he didn't examine minds. Jettle works like a horse
but eeems ‘o thrive on it. The youngsters are all well. Took thelr
picturec on last week end and all turned out well. Joe may send some
around. Ruby still veaching and yelling 1t's kllling her but the

M.D, sald she was never better so I'm keeping her at 1t, just to
collect her nay check., If you don't get Joanna's, Ed, you're nuts,

pon't come up here next year. We're coming down there, Love--

Jack \M t
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George Long, Conunissioner Earl Wallace, Director W. D. Armstrong League V-Pres.
Benton Frankfort, Ky. Princeton, Ky.

’ First District

Division Of Game And Fisk

EDWARD M. RAY, Wild Life Supervisor

Phone 3761
BENTON, KENTUCKY

Dec.9,1946

Dear Folks,

At last 1 em &t it again answering the Robin. Even the I have
held this thing some time,I don't feel badly about it for we have allseen

each other and that will suffice for ome round of the Robin. Besides. ot
I hope sombody besides Virginia does say something ebout my holding tthe )=
Robin so as to give me a chance to read the riot act. o

-

The saddest thing that hes happened to the Rays since they were
little was Auntie's death. I am sure she meant more to Joe and me than any
of the rest of you altho she has touched all of our lives deeply. She practically
raised me until she went to live with the rest of the family. Needles to say,
if it had not have been for Auntie the little Rays would not heve been able to
make the gradee. She held them together and showed them things to work for.
She constantly drilled into me the idea of making something out of myself. I
respected her definition of right and wrong more then any other persons. The
strange thing about Auntie was that she was always sure what was right and what
was wrong. No smount of argument would ever convince herj;you just didn't argue
with Auntie. Mostly,I toodk wWat she said at face velue. Maybe it was because I
knew her so well,but I always thought Auntie was one ofthe strangest of people,
and 1 think yet she was. I never could explain why she didn't marry when she
was young. She certainly had several chances,and yet she treated the subjeot
lightly. This was the only thing she would teke teasing about. Her lﬂo@
with Grenmother &nd Uncle Alex was everything but heppy,vet she stayed 3
there for years. I have never understocd why,for she could have made &
better living elsewhere. She loved Grandmother with & love akin to worship.
¥aybe that is the answer. She Knew Uncle Alex was a reguler Devil,showed him
litlle respect,rarely spoke to him. Yet for years they got along smothely. I
never heard her give him a harsh word. One thing I remember that showed her
implicit faith in Grandmothers word and her disregard for Uncle Alex happened
when Auntie was in the barn loft letting down & with two bushels of corn
in it. Uncle Alex ,with his peg leg was ebout half way on a ten foot ladder ready
to lower the corn to the ground when he had shouldered it. Grandmother was standing
some distence away wafhing. When Auntie had lowered the sack as far s she could
but yet couldn't reach Unce Alex,Grandmother yelled to Auntie to just go ahead
and drop it on Alex's shoulder)That you couldn't hurt Alex anyway."She forthwith
rolled the sack off on Uncle Alex and knocked him off the ladder.

She was Puritanical about most things and very libemdl about others.
A few Lhings hhe haterd with an obsession. Liquor,movies,dencing were her pet
peVes. She never reascned on these things,she preached. Yet she was wil
to forgive any of herkinfolk for any sin they comhitted,and whatever the
they did it was still "L*t'.lo Virgil,little Jim or Little Edward? She |
never ctlled me Ed in her life. GShe didn't like our father as was the o
with all other in-laws. She merely tolerated some more than cthers. She rmnbox#d
lit'le details about them all and when she had oodession she would read the

record on them,all the mean things they had ever done were laid bare,yet she
rarely showed any bitterness toward them.




George Long, Commissioner Ear! Wallace, Director W. D. Armslrong League V-Pres.
Benton Frankfort, Ky. Princeton, Ky.

¢ First District

Division Of Game And Pish

EDWARD M. RAY, Wild Life Supervisor

Phone 3761
BENTON, KENTUCKY

She weuld even forgive Lhem and go on for years as if nothing had happened,
then when something snepped there was the record to recount. After I was grown,
her ccde of ethics amused me,but I was never able to explain her likes and
dislikes. With her,things either were or were not,there wes never any grounds
for doubts Yet she was broadminded about a few things.

To me she has always given color to the definition of faithfulness
seorifioce,trust. When she thought it was her duty to sacrifice any
perscnal pleasure there was nevera gquestion with her,the sacrifice was
made and she never mentioned it unless she thought you had forgottem itk
or did not prove worthy of it. Then ehe read the record to you in no
uncertuin terms. Made you feel small enough to orswl in a rat hole or
want Lo change places with a skunke. The torrent of words that fell on you
made the burden tco heavy to beer and forced you back into the beatten path.

She never spanked me that I can remember,controlled me with her tongue. Always
efter 1 had repented my reward was & friendly pat and & sweet smile. As a kid

I could never understend her,as indeed,l couldn't when 1 was grown. She would
tolerute a lot,then all of a sudden she weould explede in my face. It was odly
by interpretaticn of the explesions that 1 steered oclear of them. I scon learned
how far I could go and no furthere

After she married Uncle Dave,she seemed to me to change & lot. She
became more even tempered but relaxed none of her pet peeves, Her dispositiom
became as sweet &s anyone's could bes. I doubt if hhe ever had a minutes happiness
until several years after she married. She transferred her faithfulness to the
young Howells end did for them much the same thing she did earlier for us.

Even the she was old she never lost interest in the young,end lost no

oprortunity to admonish them to "Be Good™. If there ever was a person

who followed and lived his ccde of ethics it was Auntie. The thing she

believed in needed no explanation. She lived what she believed. And I am sure
thaet all of the Rays as well as all others who knew her are better by having
kncwn here She and Mis: Jeffries has had more influence on me in my developmental
period then all other people combined. Her memory will always be dear to me.

To them I owe a debt that can never be paid.

Love,

/Q?
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Dac, 1.6) 1946

Dear Folks:
It's a week before Christmas-- and despite the rush of
work which comes to us the same as you--WE'RE getting the Robin off

within three days. Ed kept 1t exactly one month and 9 day-.

That would never have happened in the lMacDonald family.
Not that I feel we're any better than the Rays in lote of waye, but
we 'ust have a feelinz for getting thinges dons,

I am probably the best and most woted writer who contributes
to the Robin but I refuse to waste my efforts on news that 1s three
months 0ld and thgt has been told in individual leutere previously. If
thie happens again, I snall resign-- and not only that, but I shall
take emall sadlietic d1gs at all the Rays I come in contact wlth-- malnly
Joe, Ruby, and Eleanor,

Ruby and I were mailing Chitstmas pDackages tonight and
ariting cards ., Joe came in from the univeresity where he had been
worxing and =at awhlle; Eleanor is coming for Chritsmas. At that time,
I will 1ine them all up and tell them off about this Robin., The only
one I can't reach ie Ed-- the worst procrastinator. Ginny does well
and so dnos Mies Jeifries, But Ed-- counting catamounts and basking
in the reflected glory of hls brothor and brother in law--let's the
worlé go by.

However gince the Chrigtmas spirit ig in the air-- i
want t0o go on the 1945 record as wilshing you all the begt things
and noping you will vielt ue in the coming year ONE AT 4 TIME--
and not in a body. You may be very nice people separatk)y but

in a group, 1t's beoyond human scope of understanding. My love--

m11dly-- to all of you, Jack W\/\ .

-
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