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·Teammates try to keep McMiller's memory, spirit alive 
BY Ml llAEL 
CS GRA OE 

Herald reporter 

The weekend hcfore linals 
week i. typically re~erved for la~l 
minute cramming and quit:t rest 

The wam1 Saturday artcmoon 
of May 3 was supposed to be a 
relu:<ing day fi r Trey McMiller. 
A fishing trip in Corbin wa, the 
perfecL way to alleviate thi; 
impending tres. that a compa­
nies finals week. 

Bui 1hc day's events took a 
sudden and tragic tum when 
McMiller\ canoe overturned. 
The 19-ycar-old fre hman wide 
receiver trom Apopka, Fla. 
drowned. leaving lx·hind d vas­
taced friends and tc.immatcs. 

Sophomore defensive back 
Arti · cal spent that same 
uturday with some friends and 

hi, Playstauon when the phone 
11mg. Neal was kft in a state of 
shock wh1::n the voice on the 
phone informed him of what he.: 
called "a freak accident,. 

Neal mid McMiller were be t 
friends incc kindergarten and 
had played together sin<.:c Pop 
Wamer football. The aftermath of 
McMiller' death left Neal want­
ing to relum lo Ap<,pka, but a 
voice of reason kept him on the 
Hill. 

The voice. belonging to 
McM iller· parents. convinced 
the confu ed eal to :tay al 
We tern because that i what Trey 
would have wanted him to do. 

"lt feels like he is ti II here to 

m, :· cal said. "11 just feels like 
be i~ on a vacation. I am in 1.he 
\o..:ker he had last year, so ii is like 
we are ,hanng a locker .. 

ophomore wide rl'reiver Earl 
Clayton also grew up \\ ith 
McMillcr on and off the playing 
liekl. Clayton ~an·1 help but light 
up when he talks about his fallen 
teammate and the great times 
they had on the gridiron. 

Ir it weren't for McMiller. 
Clayton would not have hccn a 
Hilltoppcr. Mc:Millcr and his par­
ents talked 10 and com inced 
Clayton to journey north to 
Bowling Green. 

Clayton said McMiller's par­
ents continue to support their 
on\ teammates and friends from 

Apopka and have plans to come 
to a few Wc~tcm games this sea­
son. 

When the McMillcrs get LO 

Smith Studium. they will see the 
love the Western football family 
still has for thi.:ir son. The team 
wdl w1:ar ~tic~lln- on the bt1d. of 
their helmets displaying 
McMiller's No. 81. 

Offen ·ive coordinator TJ. 
Weist helped mold McMilkr into 
a rising star la ·1 fall. Although 
McMiller only caught four passes 
during lht· 2002 season. Weist 
had big plans for his ~ophomore 
campaign. 

·•Lt· real! y a great loss for the 
receivers cmo110nally because he 
was uc:h a big part of often e not 
just phy. ically. but as a leader." 
We1St said. "He came out here 
positively everyday. He ex.empli-

Friends and teammates continute to treasure photos from McMiller's bnef Topper career. 

ficd, even as n young player. real­
ly what we want our receivers Lo 
be." 

Weist projected McMilkr 10 
he one of the Toppers top 1hre1,; 
receivers when pring drills came 

to a dose. In the Red-Wbite 
scrimmage on Apnl 26, McMillcr 
caught lwo passes for 12 yard in 
whm turned out to be hi. final 
appearance 111 a Western unifonn. 

Coach David 1 on described 

McMiller as ··one f the good 
guys" with an illuminating smile. 

"It wm; sad and unfortunate 
that it had to happen." Elson said. 
"We saw that Trey struggkd dur­
ing his fre,hman season, but he 

saw the.light at the end of the tun­
nel. His be:,l was 'till ahead of 
him." 

Reach Michael Casagra,ule at 
.,pon1@H-kuherald.cm11 

DEFENSE: Martindale to continue what Elson started 
CORTI !HO FROM 1 

lL has been nine months since 
Dandy hurt lus knee during a 
midweek pructice. Martindale 
. aid that Dandy is right on 
schedule. 

"l don't want 10 say he's back 
100 percent," Martindale said. 
"l think it will take him a couple 

of games for chat." 
The fourth linebacker will be 

Indiana transfer Deonte Smith. 
The <lefen ive backs arc led 

by captain Jeremy Chandler 
and Antonio Veals. 

Chan<llcr is al · the defcn­
ive captain. 

The senior cornerback had 
five interceptions and is the 

headliner of a deep pool of cor­
ners. 

"We've got a lot of experi­
ence." Ch,mdler said. ··J thinl-. 
we'll have a lot of big plays." 

Hc i~ joined by Carl Bins. 
Denni· Mitchell and Darius 
McCrimmon. 

"Jeremy handler i~ just as 
solid as can be. and Dennis 

Come watch the I-AA National 
Championship Football team pummel 
Union at 7p.m. tonight. Then pick up 
the Herald on Tuesday for all the latest 
highlights! 

READ 
ABOUTRED 
CotLEGI· Hman 'HutALO roR1S 
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Mitchell really adds good depth 
at corner:· Elson said. 

Martindale . aid he believes 
all four comer are good enough 
to start . 

Providing deep help will be 
eals and Antonio Thomas. 

Thomas W!l5 originally a corner 
hut converted during the pre!->ea­
. on. Veals i · ranked sixth among 

safrLies in I-AA by The Spons 
Network. 

The inexperienced part of the 
defense i~ the line. 

Chad Kincaid. Gctly Cavitt. 
Kinnius Paul and Irelc Oderinde 
will all be helpinc to fortify the 
line. 

"We onl} have a couple of 
guys on the line with experience 

but I 1hink they'll be line," 
Chandler said. ·'They nil know 
what they have 10 do." 

The road back. to t.he playoff 
will be tough, bu1 the <lcfense 
should be ~Lead} enough to 
keep the Toppers in every game. 

Reach Da1111y Schoenhnechler 
at spor1s@wk11hernld.com. 

�~� TH'e" MED1CAL 'cENTER 
�~� 1 OK CLASSIC ..... SEPTEMBER 2 7 2 0 0 3 

Win$20, 00 
cash Prize 

Register betore 
August 29 to be 
entered to win a 

s1,000 Cash Prize 
Register On-Line@ 

www.10l{.bowlinggreen.net 

-Race Day is 
September 27 
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Rooney and Smith look for more airtime in upcoming season 
Bv Jo H B CK tAN 

He,·uldreporte/' The decision R O O 11 c y yards and one touchdo\,n. 
LO focus more ''Th y have b n great and Smith a They arc the top two 

For the second year . 
l 1n a 

l'O\\ , Western coach , es a1e 
promising to pass lhe b·tll 
mol'c. And with new 4uart;r. 
back, Jus11n Haddi· b . . eing a 
bell ·r thrower lh·tn runn . • er. 11 
may acnrnlly come true thi 
um . 

"We:re (ooking to expand 
the offcns1vc auack •• . 1 . , sa1( 
senior w1tle receiver hannon 
Haye. .. o \ e 're going lo 
have a balanced :ittack." 

The reason to focus more 
on the pa .. ing game is 
because the team lo ·t several 
key offensive starters lo 
grnduation . 

"I would say we've got 
some g.ood wide receivers." 
. aid off en ive coordinator 
and ""ide receivers coach T.J. 
Wcbt. 

on the offen~e as far as their lot of credit receivers returning from ),1st 
caus d some for han'- cason. 
change that attitude. Those guy dling the "We expect 10 throw the 
were made dur- are com titors. They situation so ball a fol more," Rooney said. 
ing spring prac- well. "La t year we ran the ball 
ticc. Originally, just want to play. ' .. Th c y about 83 percent of the time. 
s nior Ca. ey have been Thi year we're hoping to go 
Rooney and - D Yid Elson great as far 50-50. but we're most likely 
junior Pere;; Head cDKh as their going to (run) 60 percent of 
Smith were up- atLitudc," the time.'' 
po. ed to com- he said. Even though it might 
pete for th taning quarter- "Tho e guy are competitor . sound like Western i sacri-
back job. They ju~l want to play." !icing it repmation a · a run-

But there was plenty of Last year the Hilltoppcrs ning ·chool, Haye in ist 
depth at quanerback, and the averaged 11 pu · ing '1llempt · that thi!. i still a Learn that 
wide recci\er position wa. for 112 yard per game. So far like. lo run the ball · 
thin. the coaching taff has indicat- ''They set (the number of 

"I was a little disappointed ed they might pa s as much a passes per game) high. but 
al fir. t ," Rooney aid. "But 50 percent of the time this we're still a running team," 
you should do what's best for vear. he said . "We still plan to 
the te,tm. And if J can make · Rooney caught 29 pa ·se pound the ball in:· 
more plays at receiver and for 603 yards and two touch-
ht:lp the team, that ' best." down ta t ,cason . Haye Rec,clz Josh Bud.man at 

Couch David El on give grubbed 20 balls for 241 sporrs@11"J1.11herald.com 

Uniuersity Bookstore 
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Josh McCov/Herald 
Strong safety Antonio Thomas brings down quarterback turned 
wide receiver Perez Smith 
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wishes good 
luck to the 
Hilltopper 

football team 
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great season! 
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Miller sticks around, wins job 
BY MICHAEi. 
CASAGRANDE 

Herald reporter 

Running the ball was the 
bread and butter of the Western 
offense during the Jack 
Harbaugh era. ow, with David 
Elson at the HilJtopper helm. the 
ntnning game loo lo be a-; 
strong as ever. 

Elson tabbed senior Chris 
Miller as the starting halflJack 
with fellow senior Maurice 
Bradley leading the way at full­
back. 

"We feel real good about our 
ituation in the backfield." Elson 

said. "We just want to make sure 
we hold onto the football.'' 

We tern lost its top three rush­
ers from a team lhat wa. ranked 
sixth nationally last season in 
rushing. 
' After spencting his first three 
seasons in a backup role. Miller 
will finally get hi chance to be 
the feature back in We tern's 
offense. The 6-foot-l Miller 

rushed for 317 yard · on 59 car~ 
ries last eason behind Jon 
Fr,izier. 

Miller hru respect for Frazier 
for the work ethic he brought to 
the field on a daily basis. El ·on 
compares Miller to Fm.lier in the 
ense that they both wuitcd until 

their senior. ea on to take over a~ 
a .tuter. 

"If I hud 10 give up my . tart­
ing position to anybody, it would 
be Jon Frazier because be is a 
hard worker," Miller said. "To 
me, he wa one of the mo 'l ver­
satile players because he has 
played receiver, slot back and 
tailback." 

Replacing a top-20 running 
back will not be easy for Miller. 
but he feels he ha · paid his dues 
and it' time to step up. . 

'Tm excited. real excited," 
Miller said about hi!; chance Lo 
stai1 at halfback. "l came in a 
lot more focused, and I think a 
lot more mature coming in for 
my last year. 

"This summer I came in and 
told my ·elf that J need to make 
up for the last three years that I 
could hav played. It'. time to 
sc111: the m mcnl." 

While Miller can be com­
pared 10 Frazier in tcnns of hi. 
work ethic, his runni11g style 
couldn't be more different. 

"They are totally different 
backs,'' Elson said. "Miller is not 
as agiJe, but is more powerful. 
We feel he can be ju t as produc­
tive as Jon.'' 

\!tiller chuckles at any kind of 
comparison to Prazier when it 
comes to their running style . 

"[ don ·1 try to do too much 
dan ing, 1 like to play hard­
nosed football,'' Miller aid. 

Bradley will move to fullback 
after pending time last season at 
the halfback po ition. Bradley is 
the Topper:s leading returning 
ni her with 580 yard gained last 
season. 

Reach Michael Ca agrande ar 
sports@wk11l1erald.com. 

♦:♦ 
CHANDLER 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

Good Luck To The WKU Football 
Team players and staff as they 

defend their I-AA National 
Championship Title! 

908 Broadway Avenue 
782-8282 

Claybourn, Veals lead unit 
Lange wins 
kicker battle 

BY WES W TT 
Herald reporter 

For the first time in three 
year , Western will have a new 
place kicker. Many fans felt 
comfortable the last three year 
becau e Peter Martrnez was 
almost automatic when lining 
up the goal posts . 

ow they may be squirm­
ing. 

Martinez. who cored 103 
points and mi ·scd just two tries 
over 40 yards last season will 
be hard to replace. 

Senior Matt Lange who 
is I -for- I in in e~tra point 
attempts in bis three-year 
career - has been chosen to 
replace Martmez as Western' 
placekicker. 

'·He's been a pleasant ur­
pri e here in camp," coach 
David El. on said. "I like the. 
way he handle. the;; pressure I 
feel totally confidt!nt with Matt 
io any situation." 

Lange said the best thing to 
do is to treat every situation the 
amc. No matter if it\ an extra 

point or a 45 yard potential 
game-winner. 

"ll' just an1llher kick:· 
Lange . aid. "You got to think 
of it that way." 

But Lange didn ·t get the job 
by default. Fir l he had lo beat 

out senior Wil on Wickerham. 
•·we · vc 1ust looked at all tbe 

numbers through out preseason 
camp," Elson said. ·'Matt has 
ju t h1.:cn more cons1stcm." 

But Elson said if Western 
need co make a Jong field 
goal, he'll go with punter Brian 
Claybourn . Claybourn. who 
was an all-Gateway 
Conference honorable mention 
la t season, will be the man 

"He is critical. He adds 
value to our overall 
team and ability." 

- D ·id Elsot 
011 r,unter Br! n Claybourn 

called up for anything over 45 
yard . 

"If it is an end of the half 
ituation where we think we 

can gel a 52 yarder or omc­
thing like that, we will go with 
Claybourn for a real long one;· 
Elson said. "But other than 
that, it's Matt Lange." 

Claybourn averaged 39.8 
yards per punt last season. And 
19 kicks trapped opponent 
rnside the 20 yard line. BuL 
Claybourn said he is still work­
ing to get better. 

"Consistency," he said. "I 
need to be more consistent." 

Claybourn will play a major 
factor in field position oecause 
of his ability to pin opponents 

within the shadow of the goal 
line. 

"He is critical," Elson aid. 
"He add value to our overall 
team and abilily. We need to 
take advantage of bis talent.'' 

Another talented member of 
the unit is return pecialist 
Antonio Veals. Veals ha 
already garnered all-confer­
ence honorable mention after 
averaging 14.7 yards per punt 
la t season. Veals also . cored 
an 86-yard touchdown on a 
punt return in the first round 
playoff win over Murray State 
in 2002. 

'"I am excited about what he 
can do at kick return," Elson 
said. '·He has great years 
ahead of him." 

Veals said he has worked 
harder to prepare for thi ea­
on becau e he know special 

teams coache will have their 
eye on him thi time around. 

"I like to think 1 improved a 
lot," Veals aid "I have to go 
have the best game I can.'' 

Claybourn will al o kick off 
for t11e Toppers and 1 a key 
cog in what could be a talented 
special team unit. And it's not 
just when Western is giving the 

, ball away. 
The return units in 2002 

gave up just 16 .4 yards per 
kick off return and less than lO 
yards per punt. 

Reach Wes Watt at 
sports@wkuherald.com. 
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